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PENSACOLA LABOR PROBLEMS AND
POLITICAL RADICALISM, 1908
by W AYNE F LYNT
generally ignored labor organization in the
South. Even the few pioneer studies dealing with southern
labor have been confined to the more spectacular strikes in a
handful of states. Florida’s unions, radicalism, and labor politics
have been damned to the historical limbo surrounding so much
of her twentieth-century history. The records reveal that Florida’s labor organizations, beginning with the Knights of Labor
in the 1880’s, experienced the same cycles of growth, power,
decline, and frustration as in the more highly industrialized
northeast. Before examining a specific phase in the long and
often sanguinary struggle to organize Florida’s workingmen, the
subject must be viewed in a national context.
The period from 1890 to 1914 brought only slight increases
in real wages. Laborers were spared from serious retrogressions
during this period of prosperity by steady employment rather
than by large salary increases. Only in the years 1894-1897,
1908, and 1914 did widespread unemployment drive wage earners to near desperation. During periods of peak employment,
fewer than one-half of the industrial workers or miners earned
enough to support their families in adequate fashion. Consequently, the children of the poor died at three times the rate of
children from middle income families. Only one-third of the children enrolled finished elementary school and less than ten per
cent completed high school, thus perpetuating a potential surplus
of unskilled labor. 1
In areas of chronic unemployment or where there were particularly harsh working conditions, unionism developed a distinct
left wing. The extreme example of labor radicalism emerged
from Daniel De Leon’s Socialist and Trade Alliance of the 1890’s,
and its spiritual progeny, the Industrial Workers of the World
I S T O R I A N S HAVE

1. Arthur S. Link, American Epoch (New York, 1958), 55-67.

[ 315 ]
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(IWW). A more moderate wing of leftist labor stemmed from
the Socialist Party of America led by Eugene V. Debs and Victor
Berger. Debs’ socialism was generally respectable; it deplored
violence, pressed for economic democracy, and was dominated
by a somewhat visionary band of moderates. The party had a
membership of 58,000 in 1908, but its influence was apparently much greater. 2
The American Federation of Labor, organized in the 1880’s,
entered the twentieth century as the expanding giant of labor.
The federation made spectacular gains from 1890 to 1904; but
then, between 1904 and 1910, after management organized a
powerful counter-offensive, union strength did not measurably
increase. Businessmen supported the National Association of
Manufacturers and its open shop philosophy or “American Plan,”
as it was labeled. Industry sponsored active propaganda campaigns, attempting to identify labor with foreign and radical elements, and workingmen sometimes compromised their own cause
by sporadic violence.
Before 1905, Samuel Gompers, president of the American
Federation of Labor, kept unionism officially neutral and disassociated from such political groups as the Socialists and Populists.
Then, in 1906, the federation made its historic entrance into
politics, and subsequently conducted a program to foster political interest among the rank and file of its members. Political
activity, first started in an effort to neutralize federal court injunctions in labor disputes, reached into the presidential campaign of 1908, when the Democrats acceded to some of labor’s
historic demands, and Gompers openly campaigned for William
Jennings Bryan.
The year 1908 brought the most serious labor-management
conflict of the early twentieth century. The stock market decline and general economic readjustment brought business failure, industrial stagnation, and an unemployment rate that rose
to twelve per cent, three times the average of the preceding five
years. 3 The business decline affected the whole country, including Florida, even though the state was not heavily industrialized.
2. Ibid.; and Foster Rhea Dulles, Labor in America (New York, 1949),
208-223. See especially Chapter XII in latter, “Thunder on the
Left.”
3. Don D. Lescohier and Elizabeth Brandeis, Working Conditions and
Labor Legislation (New York, 1935), 128.
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Florida depended, for the most part, on agriculture for its income. Nonetheless, Tampa, Jacksonville, and Pensacola were
especially hard hit by the economic upheaval that plagued the
nation. Pensacola, long a leading export center for the lumber
industry and a commercial hub for surrounding farm areas, had
begun developing an infant manufacturing establishment by
1908. Unemployment and an abnormally large number of businesses going bankrupt plagued the community during the spring
of that year.
Pensacola’s history of labor organization reached back to the
1880’s when the Knights of Labor organized. By 1908, there
were twenty-two identifiable labor unions, a remarkable total for
a southern community with a population of less than 20,000.
The Stevedore’s Benevolent Association described itself as the
oldest and strongest labor organization in the South. The United
Association of Plumbers, the Stevedore’s Lumber Association,
International Stage Employees, the Federal Labor Union, and the
unions representing the steam and gas fitters, carpenters and
joiners, cotton screwmen, printing pressmen, bartenders, bakers,
retail clerks, post office clerks and carriers, and barbers varied
in strength, but the records indicate that they were all rather
well organized. The machinists’ union, organized by Louisville
and Nashville Railroad workers, had its own labor hall. The Pensacola Typographical Union had organized newspaper workers,
and the painters, paper-hangers, and decorators were also organized. The Knights of Labor still operated as a general union led
by Grandmaster W. P. H. Tharp. The Amalgamated Association
of Street Railway Employees and the electrical workers were the
youngest unions in 1908, organized when the first electric railroads arrived in Pensacola. Other unions represented a variety of
occupations and skills. 4 When Pensacola businessmen in 1908,
badly affected by the economic chaos, tried to dismiss their employees, organized labor’s response was rapid and angry.
The first labor dispute of 1908 began when members of
4. Several additional unions are identifiable by initial only. To determine unions in Pensacola, it is necessary to examine the Pensacola
Journal for 1907-1908, plus other scattered sources, particularly the
Napoleon B. Broward Papers in the P. K. Yonge Library of Florida
History, Gainesville. Cited hereafter as Broward Papers. Known
membership of these unions varied from 46 to 127, with the average
apparently between 50 and 75, or a total union membership of 1,100
to 1,600.
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Division 234, Amalgamated Association of Street and Electric
Railway Employees, failed to reach a contract agreement with the
Pensacola Electric Company. The union was demanding two
cents an hour increase (to twenty cents an hour), joint consultation and arbitration in labor disputes, and a closed shop. Although the company pleaded an inability to pay increased salaries
because of the depression, the employees voted to give their negotiating committee authority to call a strike. The unions were
desperately trying to avoid a crippling walkout and asked the
Pensacola Chamber of Commerce to use its power to help reach
a settlement. The Chamber committee met with union and company representatives but reported no progress.
An ominous prelude of future events appeared in the Montgomery Advertiser on January 17, 1908. The Alabama paper reported that a train from Atlanta had brought in fifty strikebreakers and several private detectives who, allegedly, were to be used
in the Pensacola car strike. The professional strikebreakers, for
the most part notherners, were supposedly waiting in Montgomery
until they received the order to proceed to Pensacola. 5 This kind
of pressure, in addition to general public disapproval, brought
union capitulation on January 19. Local newspapers, admitting
that the men were underpaid, praised their public spirit for calling off the strike Public opinion, the papers claimed, would not
support a strike on the particular issues involved. 6
An interested letter writer viewed the Pensacola struggle in
broad economic terms. The world, he argued, was peopled by
thousands of parasites who lived luxuriously by exploiting the
labor of others. When the competitive system reached a certain
stage of development, business slacked, industry ceased, and laborers lost their jobs. 7 Rabbi Jacob D. Schwarz of Pensacola supported this analysis, adding, “if the present [economic] system
is wrong, and in my mind there is no doubt that the condition
of an honest man out of work . . . proves it, the minister should
not hesitate to say so, and should be ready to give his support and
influence. . . .’’ 8
The Reverend Mr. Thomas Callaway drew a large congre5 . Montgomery Advertiser, quoted in Pensacola Journal, January 18,
1908.
6. Pensacola Journal, January 19, 1908.
7. E. C. Wentworth to editor, ibid., February 18, 1908.
8. Rabbi Jacob D. Schwarz to editor, ibid., February 20, 1908.
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gation to his First Baptist Church with his sermon title, “The
Problem of the Unemployed,” chosen because of the great local
interest in the subject. The contradictory but provocative sermon
praised Christian socialism which, the Pensacola minister claimed,
was earnestly seeking the right solution to the problem of the
unemployed and oppressed. 9
Union leaders listened patiently while rabbi and preacher
dealt with hunger in the ethereal terms of theology, then chose
a more pragmatic alternative, which culminated in the largest
Pensacola strike in twenty years. Electric street-car workers were
still bristling over their January failure to secure higher wages
when the Pensacola Electric Company issued an order requiring
all idled employees to report three times each day in case they
were needed. Union leaders prevailed on the mayor to try and
get the rule rescinded, but the company flatly refused, and between seventy and eighty employees walked off their jobs April 5.
Both sides tentatively agreed to arbitration, but the company manager, John W. Leadley, under pressure from the owners, broke
off negotiations and fired the strikers. The Pensacola Chamber of
Commerce maintained an official neutrality, but there was sympathy for the strikers among the membership, and a resolution
was adopted protesting importation of strike breakers and supporting union demands for arbitration.
Mayor C. C. Goodman inflamed the situation by demanding that the company continue car operations according to its
franchise. The company pledged to resume operation with new
workers, but when a car ventured out on April 6, strikers boarded
it and forced it back into the barns. When Manager Leadley
offered to hire new operators, only one local man applied for the
job. When the company announced that it would seek employees
elsewhere, the strikers began meeting every tram arriving from
the North. Meanwhile, Ben Commons, vice-president of the International Electric Railway Workers Union, arrived from New
Orleans to direct the strike. 10
G. C. McCain, union president, advised against violence but
insisted that he and his men were determined to keep the cars
from running. Both sides were planning strategy on April 8;
9. Ibid., February 25, 1908.
10. Ibid., April 7 and 8, 1908.
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Commons conferred with union leaders, and C. F. Wallace of
Boston’s Stone and Webster Syndicate, the mother company, discussed procedure with Leadley. When Commons offered a compromise settlement based on reinstatement of the strikers, company officials, determined to break the union once and for all,
rejected the proposal and began preparations to lodge and feed
fifty to a hundred men who would be imported shortly, presumably from the North.
The union had learned a valuable though costly lesson
about public opinion during the January fiasco, and they assiduously cultivated good will in April. Pensacola newspapers remained outwardly neutral but they actually supported union demands for arbitration. The strikers, meanwhile, had chartered a
boat to help carry workers who were being inconvenienced to
their jobs at the Pensacola navy yard.
Company officials began clearing rails on April 9, amid rumors that strike breakers would arrive shortly. The following
afternoon brought the hated “scabs” on the train from New York.
As these men walked toward the car barns, they were followed by
a large taunting crowd. When a boy was pushed into their
ranks, a riot started which lasted for over an hour. The strikers
hurled bricks and the frightened would-be strike breakers reportedly fired guns in the air. A second mob of over a hundred
men blocked the retreat of the new arrivals as they tried to reach
the safety of the barns. More serious violence was averted with
the timely appearance of Ben Commons who was able to quiet
the strikers. Twelve strikebreakers were injured, and when police led the others to the safety of the jail, a mob of over two
hundred followed. Union president McCain did little to cool
passions in his impromptu address to the crowd: “I am proud of
the city of Pensacola. . . . I say with pride that a little handful
of men kept 85 from reaching the barns, and I am sure that we
will prevail in the end. . . . Pensacola is too good a union city
to let the bread be taken from cur mouths by scabs in the pay of
professional strike-breakers. We do not want violence . . . but
we must live, and demand all that is due us.’’ 11 Commons strongly advised against mob violence and finally persuaded the crowd
to disperse.
11. Ibid., April 11, 1908.
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The local police had been powerless amid the surging emotions of April 10, and the jittery mayor wired Tallahassee requesting state aid in maintaining law and order. Governor Napoleon B. Broward sent in a detachment of state militia on
April 11 and declared martial law and a ten o’clock curfew. 12
Even with this, an angry mob of nearly two hundred followed
Manager Leadley to work the following morning. Meanwhile,
eleven city labor unions held a mass meeting and scheduled a
giant sympathy rally in Seville Square for April 12. Mayor
Goodman issued a permit for the rally, but then, under pressure from Governor Broward, revoked it. The Chamber of Commerce, after spirited debate and much pro labor argument, advised against the rally, but the mayor compromised and finally allowed the laborers the use of the opera house.
The rally clearly demonstrated wide public support for the
strikers. Circulars were distributed, and three strikers paraded
through the streets carrying a large American flag and advertising the meeting. Within fifteen minutes the hall was packed with
over two thousand people, including about a hundred Negroes.
The chairman was Michael J. O’Leary, the only living charter
member of the first Pensacola labor union. The first speaker, Ben
Commons, warned that the Stone and Webster Company was
trying to destroy the union in the thirty-three cities where it
operated. He urged strong political action by the unions. W. C.
Monroe, who stated that he was speaking for the public rather
than for either the unions or company, insisted: “It is time to
act when a bull-headed corporation . . . which is enjoying so
many privileges . . . [declines] to arbitrate, when the mayor,
chamber of commerce and citizens of Pensacola have demanded
arbitration.’’ 13 County Solicitor Scott M. Loftin recommended
a peaceful strike if the company refused to arbitrate and predicted that the laborers would have the sympathy of the public.
The assembled throng enthusiastically approved a resolution
thanking the public for its support.
Many Pensacola citizens continued to show their support for
12. The proclamation, as issued by Colonel William LeFils, commanding
the Florida state troops on duty in Pensacola, stipulated that “. . .
All citizens of Pensacola . . . are requested to remain indoors, avoiding all uncecessary gatherings upon the streets and other places.” See
Pensacola Journal, April 14, 1908.
13. Ibid.
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the strikers. One newspaper correspondent reported that people
were wearing ‘‘We Walk” badges, and a local grocer advertised
free meats and vegetables to striking union men. 14 P. K. Yonge,
alderman and head of the Chamber of Commerce, won city council support for Mayor Goodman’s request for troops, but when
additional troops arrived on April 13, along with forty-three more
strikebreakers, one councilman and several chamber members
bitterly protested the presence of state militia.
The local Electrical Workers’ Union, consisting of Pensacola
Electric Company employees, walked out in sympathy on April
14. A group of Pensacola merchants gave a donation of $500
to the striking motormen and conductors, and a number of firms
indicated their willingness to extend credit to the families of the
strikers. Another example of the attitude of local citizens was
indicated when the company filed petitions to try damage suits
in another state, since, they claimed, “it will be impossible to
secure a jury not in sympathy with the strikers and prejudiced
against the company.” 15
When the street cars ventured out again on April 14, over
five hundred state troops were patroling the streets of Pensacola.
Not since the Reconstruction period more than a quarter of a
century earlier had so many state troops been placed on active
service. Despite the presence of armed soldiers, crowds numbering
in the hundreds gathered on the streets and shouted insults at
the “scabs.” When a policeman arrested one of the strikebreakers
because he failed to sound his gong when crossing the street, as
required by city ordinance, a crowd gathered and the militia intervened to prevent a possible riot.
State Adjutant General Clifford Foster tried to mediate the
dispute, although when the union agreed to an open shop the
company rejected the overall proposal. Foster charged the company with rejecting his attempts to end the strike and announced
the withdrawal of his troops. 16 Strikers and sympathizers threw
14.

Mrs. Charles Drennon to editor, ibid., April 11, 1908; ibid., April
14, 1908.
15. Ibid., April 16, 1908.
16. These troops had put in overtime duty while they were in Pensacola.
William W. Flournoy, commander of a DeFuniak Springs militia
company, wrote Governor Broward that he got practically no sleep
during the entire time that he was in Pensacola. W i l l i a m W .
Flournoy to Broward, November 10, 1908, Broward Papers.
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“railroad torpedoes” (firecrakers) on the tracks which exploded
with a loud noise and scared the passengers but did no physical
damage. Gangs hurled bricks through car windows at night, but
the company remained adamant and continued to advertise in
the New York papers for non-union motormen who were willing
to come to Florida to help break the Pensacola strike. 17
Local citizens were deputized to help preserve law and order
so that Governor Broward could begin withdrawing state troops
on April 17. Only one company of reserve troops remained in the
city by April 20. Things seemed to be somewhat quieter, and a
committee, consisting of seven merchants and three laborers, was
set up to start negotiations. Then suddenly more strikebreakers
arrived in Pensacola, this time from West Virginia.
Trouble broke out again on the afternoon of April 20, when
a crowd of twenty-five men stepped from behind trees at a secluded spot and signaled the startled motorman to stop. When he
speeded up, shots were fired and the conductor was hit three
times. Later, several state militia men reportedly were poisoned.
That night a court injunction was issued forbidding the unions
from interfering with the movement of the cars and the company
announced that it was breaking off all negotiations. A union rally
denounced the violence and called for a city wide boycott of the
company. A reward was posted for the capture of the April 21
assailants, but this failed to deter further violence. When the
company applied for police protection, twenty-five of the city’s
thirty-three policemen resigned rather than protect the strikebreakers. 18 The city was now fast reachmg a state of anarchy.
Public opinion began to swing away from the unions after
April 21, especially after two strikers were charged with the
shooting of the conductor that day. Then, things quieted again,
and the last of the state troops were withdrawn on April 28.
There was a new flare-up on May 3, when the Big Bayou Company trestle was set afire. Three days later, the men arrested for
shooting the streetcar conductor were released when witnesses
failed to appear. The dismissal, according to the local paper, was
met with “open-voiced approval and applause from one hundred
union men and sympathizers who crowded the . . . courtroom.” 19
17. Pensacola Journal, April 16 and 17, 1908.
18. Jacksonville Florida Times-Union, April 25, 1908.
19. Pensacola Journal, May 7, 1908.
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On May 11, a dynamite charge splintered the floor of a car, and
two days later a major accident was averted when two one-pound
sticks of dynamite jarred loose from the tracks and failed to
explode. The same day a cache of fifty-seven sticks of dynamite
was found hidden in shrubbery near the company’s Big Bayou
half-burned trestle.
Faced with growing public opposition, and the adamant position of the company, the thirty-eight day strike collapsed on May
13. Boats which had been carrying men to work at the navy yard
were halted, forcing workers to utilize the streetcars. Then, sixteen of the strikers broke ranks and returned to their jobs. At
first, the union severely criticized its deserting members, then
finally advised the other strikers to go back to work. But Manager
Leadley, now in no mood to be merciful, refused to rehire any
but the first sixteen who had helped to break the strike.
The electric car strike was the worst but not the only labormanagement confrontation in Pensacola during the spring of
1908. The national machinists union had struck the Louisville
and Nashville railroad in May the year before. The Pensacola
machinists union was formed when the company introduced a
number of rule changes in 1907. A union committee offered to
confer with company officials after several machinists were dismissed, allegedly for “discussing” rule changes, but the grievance
committee was itself promptly dismissed. This seemed to bear
out the belief held by many of the employees that the company
was trying to break the union. Only a portion of the 127 union
members in Pensacola left their jobs, but the eight month strike,
which lasted until September 1908, reportedly cost the company
over two million dollars in increased expenses. During the strike,
pickets maintained positions at the thirty local Pensacola shops. 20
Defeated in the streets, their unions almost destroyed, and
their families hungry, Pensacola laborers turned to politics. As
early as March 1908, union leaders were talking of positive political action. Louis P. Head, author of a weekly labor column
and leader of the local typographical union, announced: “Let the
word go forth that no man of any party shall be elected to public
office, from magistrate to president, who does not pledge himself
to A SQUARE DEAL-giving capital and labor equal rights
20. Ibid., September 23, 1908.
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21
S. D. Bennett, Jr., another local labor spokesman, en. . . .”
couraged union members to educate themselves by reading at least
one newspaper and one economic journal every day: “The noon
hour, which is now generally wasted in recitation of ribald yarns,
or in descanting upon the charms of a play wherein the lower
limbs of females predominate, could be turned to profitable account by reading or discussing matters of vital interest to workers. . . .” 22
The plumber’s union adopted a plan which it hoped would
result in the election of union men to the state legislature and to
the county commission. Recognizing that economic conditions
demanded political action, the union officials advocated a state
labor commission and an eight-hour day. They also criticized the
local police who allegedly often arrested and harassed men who
came into the Pensacola area looking for work. 23
The Louisville and Nashville machinists union in Pensacola,
hard hit by company wage cuts, supported the plumbers’ program.
A local laborer encouraged workingmen to run for office and
scored their political apathy, arguing that they were not “forced
to five on year after year ensnared by the siren voice of viscuscuticled politicians and self-seeking time-servers only to be dashed upon the rocks of a ‘financial crisis’ at the whim of the destiny
manipulators of Wall Street. . . .” 24 In a letter to the Pensacola
paper, one citizen proposed worker unity behind a third party
since both Democratic and Republican parties apparently were
unable to solve America’s economic problems. Workers should
not abandon hope, he said, conditions could be ameliorated. 25
This advice by Pensacola’s labor leaders and union officials
obviously stirred the working population. During the last week
of registration for state elections, lines formed every day. Since
many laborers could not register during the day, the registrar
made special arrangements to keep his office open until nine
o’clock in the evening. When the registration period ended, 6,287
men had qualified to vote. It was believed that over a thousand
of them had been encouraged to sign up during the union drive. 26

21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.

Ibid., March 29, 1908.
Ibid.
Ibid., March 12, 1908.
Ibid., March 29, 1908.
Alex Mitchell to editor, ibid., M a r c h 4, 1908.
Ibid., April 12 and 19, 1908.
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Representatives from sixteen unions had met on May 8, 1908,
during the electric car strike, to discuss organization of a Central
Trade Council. These unions, all affiliated with the American
Federation of Labor, designated three delegates from each union
to coalesce labor strength. Organization took place in mid-August
under the direction of Louis Head.
All the Pensacola unions participated actively in the state and
local elections held in May 1908. The Escambia County Workingmen’s Protective Association, a political organization composed
of union men, endorsed nine men for the county Democratic executive committee and John Burns and John P. Stokes for the
state legislature. The latter two ran on platforms which favored
the establishment of a state labor commission, automatic arbitration clauses in all public utility franchises, an end to child labor
in Florida, and improved public schools.” 27 Burns and Stokes were
defeated, but seven of the nine labor candidates for the county
executive committee were elected. Of the eleven city precincts,
labor candidates won in five and by large majorities. 28
Labor pressures also influenced state races, particularly the
hard fought campaign between Duncan U. Fletcher, Governor
N. B. Broward, William B. Lamar, and John Beard for a seat in
the United States Senate in 1908. Fletcher was in Pensacola
during the height of the streetcar strike, but he ignored the labor
dispute. Lamar and Broward followed the same policy. Only
John S. Beard, a native of Pensacola, met the issue squarely. He
described himself to a cheering Pensacola audience as a friend of
labor and insisted that unions had to organize to meet industrial
combination. Organized capital, he claimed, was aggressive while
organized labor was defensive. He blasted government by injunction, a stand which appealed to union men who felt that
their activities were too often thwarted by the courts. 29
From labor’s point of view, the questionable candidate in the
senatorial race was Governor Broward, leader of Florida progres27. Charles H. Hill to editor, ibid., May 5, 1908.
28. Precinct 12 gave Burns 123 votes, Stokes 155, and 99 for the third
next candidate. In precinct 13, Burns received 133 votes, Stokes
132, and the next highest total was 113. Approximately 940 of
Burn’s 1,184 votes came from the eleven city precincts, with 700 in
the five heavily labor precincts. Stokes got 980 of his 1,556 votes in
eleven precincts, 630 in five precincts. For election returns, see
Pensacola Journal, May 24, 1908.
29. Jacksonville Florida Times-Union, May 19, 1908.
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sivism. He had strong labor support in his successful 1904 campaign, and the workers supported his liberal program. The unions
were therefore very surprised when Broward sent troops into Pensacola in 1908 to protect the strikebreakers. The governor explained that he had very little choice in view of the mayor’s request, but this failed to placate unionists. Much of the conservative press of Florida praised Broward’s intervention. 30 The Miami Metropolis and other pro-Broward papers defended his actions, but not with enthusiasm. The Jasper News, official Farmer’s Union paper in Florida, endorsed Broward in the senate race,
but blasted the militia intervention: “Things have come to a
pretty pass when the business men of the State, who are members
of the Florida State Troops, are taken from their homes and kept
indefinitely to aid a foreign monopoly, like the Pensacola Electric
Company, in fighting our own laboring men.” 31
Broward lost labor support in Pensacola. When he addressed
a large crowd in Seville Square on May 8, several hundred members of the Escambia County Protective Association were present.
A group representing the association asked a number of questions
dealing with the right of boycott, but Broward claimed that the
questions were so highly technical it would require research before he could intelligently answer them. He did champion compulsory arbitration and a shorter work day, but this failed to win
him much labor support. 32
The growing cohesion of the state labor movement was demonstrated by reaction to Broward’s policies from many parts of
Florida. A Mr. R. W. Ohlinger of Haines City, who had learned
that Broward had banned mass meetings and that Pinkerton
detectives were aiding the Pensacola Electric Company, wrote to
ask the governor if he disapproved “of mass meetings for the
working class,” if he approved “of Scabs, especially when brought
from other states to take the place of your own citizens in time of
a strike,” and if he had “not sufficient malitia [sic] and soldiery
[sic] enough in this state, so as to make it unnessary [sic] for
the presence of Pinkerton?” He added a footnote: “I voted for
30. see Panama City Pilot, April 16, 1908; Jacksonville Florida TimesUnion, April 16, 1908.
31. Jasper News, April 24, 1908.
32. For the speech, see Pensacola Journal, May 9 , 1908.
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you for Governor, and may vote for you for senator.” 33 A Broward organizer in Jacksonville wrote that he was finding it “hard
to accomplish anything among the Union men, as they claim you
are opposed to organized labor. . . .” 34 Fletcher took advantage
of this growing opposition and frequently blasted Broward for
sending troops into Pensacola. 35
Labor leaders still loyal to Broward launched a concerted effort to hold defections to a minimum. The Jasper News, which
had long championed joint action between farmer’s locals and
urban unions, sought to swing its 5,000 subscribers into the governor’s camp. 36 Tom Watson of Georgia, an acknowledged leader
of Florida’s agrarian radicals, intervened on behalf of Broward
with members of the Farmer’s Union. 37 Claude L’Engle, editor
of the pro-labor Tallahassee Sun, handled union relations for
Broward. He sent personal letters supporting Broward’s candidacy
to nearly 4,000 union members, 2,000 of them in the Tampa
area alone. 38 Individual union members supported Broward, but
not in the same proportions as in 1904. 39 Many who analyzed
the election results claimed that Broward lost many union members and that most of these voted for John S. Beard. In Tampa,
the unions reportedly opposed Broward because he had sent troops
into Pensacola. A leading newspaper reported that a number of
Pensacola voters had not supported Broward for the same
reason. 40
Voter analysis in the primary supports these claims of union
defections. The largest Beard majorities in Escambia County
came in the four precincts where local labor candidates received
their strongest support. 41 Beard endorsed Fletcher in the runoff
33. R. W. Ohlinger to N. B. Broward, April 14, 1908, Broward Papers.
34. C. D. Jenkins to N.
B. Broward, M a y 15, 1908, ibid.
35. Tom Ledwith to N.
B. Broward, May 13, 1908, ibid.
36. Jasper News, April 24, 1908.
37. N. B. Broward to James Lanier, April 8, 1908, and N. B. Broward
to Tom Watson, April 24, 1908, Broward Papers.
38. Claude L’Engle to N. B. Broward, April 20, 1908, ibid. L'Engle had
been editor of the Jacksonville Florida Sun and Labor Journal and
later the Tallahassee Morning Star. At this time, he was a close
friend of Governor Broward. L'Engle served as congressman from
Florida from 1913 to 1915.
39. See, for instance, Ralph Fernandez to N. B. Broward, June 20, 1908,
Broward Papers.
40. Jacksonville Metropolis, quoted in Pensacola Journal, May 1, 1908;
and Gainesville Daily Sun, April 25, 1908.
41. P r e c i n c t s 1 2 , 1 3 , 1 4 , a n d 2 6 .
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against Broward, and nine of eleven city (labor influenced) precincts in Pensacola gave Fletcher a margin of 434 votes. Fletcher
carried each of the four heaviest labor precincts and won the
county by a vote of 1,659 to Broward’s 1,298. 42 Broward swept
both Pensacola and Escambia County in 1904, thanks to strong
labor support, but was not able to duplicate the victory four years
later. Broward also lost Duval County which had the second
largest concentration of union members in the state by a vote of
2,659 to 1,844. Hillsborough County, with the largest number
of unionists in the state, also supported Fletcher in 1908, by a
vote of 2,991 to 2,234. Though attributing Broward’s defeat to
union defections would be a gross simplification, one may safely
conclude that Broward lost key labor support in many vital counties because of labor’s disaffection with him. 43
National politics also felt the backlash of labor frustration in
Escambia County, Florida. Four minor “radical” parties won
some support, due, in part, to the general dissatisfaction of Pensacola unionists. With a platform which endorsed government
ownership of private utilities, the graduated income tax, and free
textbooks, the Florida Prohibitionist party received support. Tom
Watson also plugged for his Populist party, whose platform endorsed the right to organize, the eight-hour day, employer’s liability, and government sponsored public works during periods of unemployment. It opposed the use of convict labor in competition
with free labor. Tom Watson praised labor unions and advised
farmer’s organizations to broaden their base to include urban
workers. 44
The Independence party, led by John Temple Graves and
William Randolph Hearst, also won some labor voters. This
party’s Chicago convention wrote a platform calling for the prohibition of employee blacklisting, employer’s liability legislation,
creation of a department of labor with cabinet status, government
ownership of public utilities, and the cessation of arbitrary in42. See returns in Pensacola Journal, June 18, 1908.
43. This could have been the major factor if labor broke sharply away
from Broward. There was an absolute minimum of 10,000 union
m e m b e r s i n t h e s t a t e , 5 , 0 0 0 m e m b e r s o f t h e F a r m e r ’s U n i o n , i n
addition to labor sympathizers. The margin separating Fletcher and
Broward in the runoff was only 3,588 votes.
4 4 . See the text of People’s Party platform in the The Jeffersonian, April
23, 1908, copy in the Flowers’ Collection, Duke University Library.
Cited hereafter a Flowers collection.
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45
junctions against labor unions. Pensacola’s Louis P. Head was
the party’s national committeeman from Florida, and he began
organizing the state. He set up state headquarters in Pensacola,
and, in late September, met with labor leaders from eastern and
southern Florida who supported the ticket. An editorial in the
Pensacola Journal admitted that this platform and party held
attractions for labor but predicted that the party would not win
the election. 46
The Socialist party received the largest number of Florida’s
labor votes. Socialism in Florida symbolized protest rather than
party loyalty. Unemployed union members and farmers working
marginal lands protested their low economic status by voting the
Socialist ticket in 1908, although later they rejoined the major
parties as the latter adopted remedial farm-labor programs. Florida polled the highest percentage of left-wing votes of any southern state in 1908, and labor difficulties contributed substantially
to this strength. 47
Henry L. Drake, secretary of the Florida Socialist party, informed the state convention, held in Tampa in July 1908, that
the paying membership had reached an all time high in Florida. 48
The party in Jacksonville had tripled its membership in one year.
Socialism in Pensacola was blessed with respected union leadership and remarkable intellectual support. S. D. Bennett, Jr., a
union leader in the streetcar affray, enunciated the Socialist position in a number of enlightening, if somewhat naive letters, replying to critics:

If he [a critic] entertains the common conception of a
Socialist, as depicting a bewhiskered beer guzzler with an unpronounceable cogmen, having a predilection for the flag of
red - an Anarchist - he should refer to a standard lexicon.
Socialist is a polity, not politics and is the antithesis of anarchism; it is the practical Christianity of Christ; it aims at the
universal observance of the Golden Rule. Socialism contemplates the establishment of an industrial democracy wherein
every man and woman shall have opportunity to work . . . it
45. For the platform see Pensacola Journal, July 29, 1908.
46. Ibid.
47. For an excellent discussion of this subject see George Norris Green,
“Florida Politics and Socialism at the Crossroads of the Progressive
Era, 1912” (unpublished master’s thesis, Florida State University,
1962).
48. Pensacola Journal, July 2, 1908.
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is that state of society wherein every man will receive full
value of that which he produces and except he DOES produce, he will not receive. . . . The opposite condition obtains
today. A few owning the wealth . . . while millions slave has
conduced to the production of petted, perfumed, be-jeweled
pink tea satellites and the cringing, cowering, genuflecting
automatons comprising the classes; it has made possible the
endowed college and hall of erudition for the scions of wealth
and the bitter, biting, school of poverty for the brats of the
proletariat; it has placed a premium upon honesty and a stigma [on] union labor. . . . Nothing short of a complete revolution of our social system along economic lines will accord
to every one his just heritage. . . .
It is a disgraceful commentary upon our boasted civilization and . . . illimitable ability to produce the means of subsistence, that destitution, nakedness and illiteracy thrive in
our midst. . . . 49
Eugene V. Debs could hardly have done better.
Frightened Florida Democrats vainly sought to halt union
defections in 1908. Claude L’Engle used the Tallahassee Sun to
advocate a solid union vote for William Jennings Bryan and the
Democratic party. 50 The moderately liberal Pensacola Journal
raised the spectrum of Negro domination if white laborers split
their vote between several parties. The American Federation of
Labor’s endorsement of Bryan did help strengthen union loyalty
in Florida.
Despite all such pleas for unity, many Florida union members chose to express their dissatisfaction in 1908, by voting for
one of the four “radical” parties. In 1904, fourteen counties cast
a radical vote (Populist and Socialist) larger than Escambia’s,
and twelve gave more votes to the Socialists alone. The Socialist
party vote in Pensacola increased from 66 in 1904, to 351 in
1908, a total surpassed only in Hillsborough County. Escambia
County, although not one of Florida’s most populous counties in
1908, cast the largest radical vote (Socialist-Independence-Populist-Prohibitionist) in the state. The Democrats won the county
with 1,887 votes. Solid Negro support gave the Republicans 718
49. S. D. Bennett, Jr., to editor, ibid., October 11, 1908. For similar, if
less lucid options, see W. A. Smith to editor, ibid., October 23,
1908; Minnie Wolfe Rutherford to editor, ibid., July 14, 1908; and
S. D. Bennett, Jr., to editor, ibid., October 18, 1908.
50. Tallahassee Sun, quoted in The Jeffersonian, May 14, 1908, Flowers’ Collection.
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votes, but a total of 958 voters, nearly one out of every four,
bolted the established parties. Without the impetus of labor unrest, Escambia gave the Socialists only 158 votes in the 1912 election when the Socialist ticket polled its largest statewide vote in
Florida history. Labor defections were held in check in 1912,
and the Socialist-Prohibitionist-Progressive parties polled a total of
only 529 votes in Escambia. Ten Florida counties voted more
heavily for the Socialist ticket in 1912, than Escambia. 51
Certain conclusions emerge from these facts: Florida labor
unions were extremely well organized in the urban areas of Florida, particularly Pensacola, Tampa, Jacksonville, at the beginning
of the twentieth century; they approximated in microcosm national objectives and difficulties; they sometimes enjoyed marked success in mobilizing public sympathy; and when faced with defeat
and frustration, many union members protested by voting Socialist or for other “radical” parties. In 1908, Florida labor unions
served notice that they could not be ignored or taken for granted.

51. Report of the Secretary of State, 1903-1904 (Tallahassee, 1904),
22; ibid., 1907-1908 (Tallahassee, 1909), 18; ibid., 1 9 1 2 ( T a l l a hassee, 1913), 16, insert.
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CURBING OF VOTER INTIMIDATION
IN FLORIDA, 1871
by R ALPH L. P E E K
R EPUBLICAN administration by early 1870,
was aware that large-scale intimidation of Negro voters
throughout the South was effectively curbing Negro voting and
hurting the party. Consequently, legislation was proposed to protect Negro rights by enforcing the fifteenth amendment to the
United States constitution. On February 21, 1870, Representative John Bingham of Ohio introduced a bill that was supposed to
protect voting rights wherever they were being denied. 1 Administration spokesmen testified that intimidation and violence were
keeping Negroes from the polls in several states, and that federal
“force” legislation was needed to protect civil rights in states where
politicians refused to accept the new status of the Negro and were
unlikely to act to protect him. 2 These proponents of federal action claimed that a conspiracy in the South was seeking to destroy
the Republican party through the use of violence and terror.
Senator Oliver P. Morton of Indiana, whose appeal was characteristic of the Republican position, called for a law giving the
president power to extend the protection into every state, whether
or not the governor requested it, in order that “the lives of loyal
men might be protected in the states formerly in rebellion.” The
provisions of the bill were characterized as a declaration of fundamental constitutional principles and a guarantee of political equality for the Negro. Debate on the bill was extremely limited in the
house; Democrats were allowed only an hour and a half to present their arguments. Debate in the senate was bitter and more
prolonged, extending until the latter part of May. The bill finally
passed and was signed by President Grant on May 31, 1870. 3
HE NATIONAL

1. Congressional Globe, 41st Cong., 2nd Sess. (Washington, 1870),
1459.
2. Ibid., appendix, 392.
3. Congressional Globe, 41st Cong., 2nd Sess. 3959.
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The law was described by the Tallahassee Weekly Floridian
as an insult and an outrage to Southerners and its authors were
denounced as “fools and madmen.” The fifteenth amendment,
which became law on March 30, 1870, was also “a useless piece
of legislation,” the paper stated; it granted no rights not already
enjoyed by the Negroes, it interfered in the rights of the states
to regulate suffrage, and the manner in which it was adopted was
illegal.
The Enforcement Act of 1870 contained twenty-three sections, which aimed at outlawing any denial of the right to vote
because of race, color, or previous condition of servitude. Intimidation to deprive the right to vote, conspiracy, and going abroad
in disguise to prevent the free exercise of anyone’s civil rights were
also forbidden. Jurisdiction over violations was vested exclusively
in United States district and circuit courts, and federal marshals
and deputies could utilize a posse comitatus, land and/or naval
forces of the United States, or the militia to execute any process
under the act. The president was empowered to use armed forces
to enforce its provisions. The Civil Rights Act of 1866 was reenacted in section eighteen, and penalties were provided against
any person holding office in violation of section three of the fourteenth amendment, except as a member of Congress or a state
legislature. 4
The Tallahassee Weekly Floridian again attacked the Enforcement Act on July 5, 1870. There were so many penal clauses it
made law ineffective, according to the paper. Moreover, it destroyed jury trial, it was extremely partisan to Negroes, and it
gave the federal government authority to control state elections
through the use of the military. The act was not needed to enforce the fifteenth amendment, most Southerners believed, and its
execution in the South was expected to raise a furor of opposition that would ensure its speedy repeal.
The Enticement Act gave Florida Republicans a ready
weapon against those accused of intimidation. Twenty-one federal
indictments were handed down during de weeks following the
election of 1870 and in the spring of the following year. In Duval
County, a Mr. Von Balsam and F. A. Dockray were indicted for
4. George Sanger (ed.), Statutes at Large of the United States of America, 1789-1873, 17 vols. (Boston, 1871), XVI, 140-146. Cited
hereafter as Statutes at Large.
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making false returns from Yellow Bluff precinct. While the
former was found guilty and sentenced to prison, Dockray was
acquitted. 5 In Von Balsam’s case, the jury was composed of men
who had taken the ironclad oath, an oath that either barred former rebels or required them to perjure themselves. Judge Phillip
Frazier, under an option in the law, did not require the oath in
the Dockray case and the jury, composed largely of Conservatives,
freed Dockray. 6
Six individuals were indicted for preventing persons from
voting in the Gadsden County election of November 8, 1870.
Among these were former Acting Governor Abraham K. Allison,
who, on March 30, 1871, pleaded not guilty. 7 He was convicted
on April 3, but a motion was granted for a new trial when it was
learned that one of the jurors, David Ellis, was not an American
citizen. On April 4, Allison was re-indicted for “combining and
confederating with others to prevent persons and citizens from
voting,” and the case was continued to the next term of court.
On February 9, 1872, Allison pleaded not guilty a second time,
but three days later, he was found guilty and was sentenced to
serve six months in the Leon County jail and to pay a fine of
$550. 8 The Weekly Floridian bitterly pointed out that no other
verdict could have come from a jury that was composed only of
men who could take the ironclad oath. 9 A petition calling for
Allison’s pardon was circulated in Gadsden County and with the
signatures of many leading Conservative and Radical citizens it
was transmitted to President Grant. 10 Allison, however, served
his full sentence despite these efforts.
Edward White was another Gadsden County citizen indicted for activities relating to the November 1870 election. 11
After several continuances of his case, the district judge ordered
5 . Tallahassee Sentinel, February 11, 1871.
6 . Tallahassee Weekly Floridian, February 21, 1871.
7. United States v. Abraham Allison, December 10, 1870, Box 082429,
Old Criminal Cases, 1867-1871, United States District Court; National Archives, Federal Records Center, East Point, Georgia. Cited
hereafter as United States v. Allison.
8. Book 26, Minute Book No. 1, 117-120, United States District Court,
1868-1898. Cited hereafter as Book 26, Minute Book No. 1.
9. Tallahassee Weekly Floridian, February 13, 1872.
10. Ibid., February 27, 1872, quoting the Quincy Journal.
Journal.
11. United States v. Edward White, December 10, 1870, Box 082429;
Book 26, Minute Book No. 1, 131.
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a nolle prosequi entered February 8, 1873. Benjamin Daniels was
indicted on March 29, 1871, and pleaded not guilty. On April 6,
the jury reported that they could not reach a verdict and the case
was continued to the next court term. Daniels was subsequently
found guilty and sentenced to six months imprisonment. 12 Two
others, indicted for voting illegally, were acquitted. 13 Alsmore
Strickland was indicted on March 10, 1871, for blocking the
polls in Quincy, but a nol. pros. was entered February 10,
1872. 14 William Munroe was indicted for the same offense, but
a nol. pros., February 6, 1873, terminated the case. 15
Robert Meacham, Negro state senator from Jefferson County,
accused William Bird, who had been a member of the convention
that wrote Florida’s second constitution, of election threats and
intimidation in Monticello. Bird was indicted in 1871, and was
re-indicted the following February, for “obstructing, delaying, and
preventing citizens from voting.” A nol. pros., February 6, 1873,
terminated the case. 16
The arrest of Judge Pleasants W. White of the second judicial circuit, in December 1870, was an example of the use of
the Enforcement Act against important Florida Democrats. 17
Three Democratic senators, arrested shortly after the 1871 session
of the legislature had convened, were charged with holding office
in violation of the fourteenth amendment. Senator John Crawford of Wakulla County was arrested January 13, 1871, and
taken to Jacksonville, 18 where his case was dismissed. 19 Presumably, dismissal was based on section fourteen of the Enforcement Act, which granted immunity from prosecution to “a member of Congress or of some State Legislature.” 20 Senator Alexander McCaskill of the third district, a member of the Secession
Convention of 1861 and a commissioned officer of the Confederate army, was indicted, as was Senator William Kendrick of the
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

Book 26, Minute Book No. 1. 92, 101, 105-106, 115, 116, 119.
Ibid., 91, 98-99, 110.
United States v. Alsmore Strickland, March 10, 1871, Box 082429;
Book 26, Minute Book No. 1, 94, 119.
United States v. William Munroe, March 10, 1871; Book 26, Minute
Book No. 1, 131.
Ibid., 130-131.
Tallahassee Weekly Floridian, December 27, 1870; Tallahassee Sentinel, February 4, 1871.
Tallahassee Sentinel, January 14, 1871.
United States v. John Crawford; Book 26, Minute Book No. 1, 81.
Statutes at Large, XVI (1871), 143.
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twenty-third district. 21 Presumably their cases were also dismissed
under the exemption clause of section fourteen. However, the detention of these men temporarily reduced Democratic strength in
the legislature at a time when the Republican majority was dangerously thin, and it helped facilitate passage of a law virtually
abolishing the State Board of Canvassers, thus preventing any
action on the disputed returns of the 1870 election.
Some twenty Clay County citizens were ordered to appear in
federal court in Jacksonville where they were charged with being
members of the Ku Klux Klan. 22 Clay County had elected Radical candidates earlier, but, in 1870, three Democrats were elected
to the legislature. A former Union soldier, now a Clay County
resident, claimed that exasperated and revengeful Radicals were
trying to irritate Conservatives by summoning them to court on
charges that could not be proved but which kept them away from
home for days at the time.
In January 1871, United States Deputy Marshal J. W. Childs
served warrants on four Columbia County men, charging them
with violation of the Enforcement Act on the night before the
November 1870 election. Childs and a deputy sheriff were forcibly resisted and were prevented from making any arrests. Several
bystanders refused to aid the federal officers, saying that they
would “have nothing to do with the damned Radical Enforcement
Act.” A few days later, Childs returned with a squad of soldiers
but the men that he was seeking could not be found. 23
Three Lafayette County election officials were indicted on
April 6, 1871, for failure to perform their duties, 24 but these
cases were given a nol. pros. on February 6, 1873. 25 John Newton Krimminger, Republican “boss” of the county, was also indicted for interfering with election officials, but the jury failed
to find a true bill. 26 One of the defense witnesses was John Ponchier who was to murder Krimminger six months later.
The flurry of activity occasioned by the Enforcement Act did
Tallahassee Sentinel, January 7, 1871.
Ambrose Hart to mother, January 27, 1871, in Ambrose Hart Letters, 1866-1872 (transcript from the original), Miscellaneous Collections, Box 5, P. K. Yonge Library of Florida History, Gainesville.
Cited hereafter as Ambrose Hart Letters.
House Reports, 42nd Cong., 2nd Sess., Rept. 22, XIII, 291-292.
Book 26, Minute Book No. 1, 103.
Ibid., 131.
Ibid.
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not prevent the recurrence of incidents involving violence. Republican Governor Harrison Reed asked that United States troops be
sent into Lafayette County to maintain order and to protect Unionists from persecution and violence, and a detachment of thirty
men arrived there March 20, 1871. 27 In Marianna, late in January 1871, a party of armed men raided the home of a Negro
named Roberts. When fired upon, Roberts returned the fire, killing one of the men and wounding another. 28 Jackson County
Sheriff Thomas West received many threats on his life, and he
was afraid to go outside Marianna, according to some reports. In
February, he was assaulted on the streets of Marianna. Shortly
afterwards he resigned, leaving the office of sheriff vacant. 29
Several Republican legislators became targets for attack in
1871. In Lake City, on February 14, 1871, armed men surrounded the house of Dr. Elijah Johnson, Republican state senator. Shots were fired into the house, and a Negro pedestrian
was slightly wounded by a stray bullet. 30 Johnson, who had been
threatened with death earlier, was warned by a Lake City attorney
to publicly resign from the Republican party or suffer the consequences. The senator, it was reported, did not sleep in his house
for a year. 31 John Mahoney, Republican member of the legislature from Columbia County, was shot to death at a local dance
on April 26, 1871, by Samuel Belsinger. 32
James Yearty, former sheriff of Calhoun County and a member of the Florida legislature, was shot to death from ambush in
early March 1871. According to a coroner’s jury, his assailant
was Luke Lott, reputed assassin of Calhoun County Judge Archibald Carraway the year before. 33 Governor Reed offered $1,000
27. Governor Reed to adjutant general, March 20, 1871, in Register
of Letters Received, Vol. 270 (1871), F-4, Department of the South,
Record Group 98, United States Army Commands, National Archives.
28. Tallahassee Sentinel, January 28, 1871.
29. Tallahassee Weekly Floridian, April 18, 1871, quoting the Jacksonville Florida Union, April 15, 1871.
30. Ibid., February 28, 1871, quoting the Jacksonville Florida Union,
February 16, 1871.
31. Joint Select Committee on the Condition of Affairs in the Late Insurrectionary States, 42nd Cong., 2nd Sess., House Reports No. 22
(Serial No. 1541), 13 vols. (Washington, 1872), XIII, 264. Cited
hereafter as House Report 22.
32. Tallahassee Weekly Floridian, May 2, 1871, quoting the Jacksonville Florida Union, April 26, 1871. Belsinger was acquitted of
manslaughter in November 1871. Tallahassee Sentinel, December
2, 1871, quoting the Lake City Herald, November 25, 1871.
33. Tallahassee Sentinel, March 11, 1871.
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reward for Lott’s conviction, but he was never even arrested. United States Senator Thomas Osborne even heard that Governor
Reed had been forced to flee Tallahassee because of an assassination plot, but there seems to be little validity for this report. 34
The son of James Mac Millan, former Republican legislator from
Jackson County, was killed on May 19, 1871. It was believed
that this was a case of mistaken identity; his father was the intended victim. 35
On April 3, 1871, County Clerk John Quincy Dickinson,
reportedly one of the last Republican leaders in West Florida,
was killed in Marianna as he was returning from work. A former
Union soldier and Freedmen’s Bureau agent, he had many bitter
enemies because of his activities in connection with the sale of
lands for delinquent taxes in Jackson County. 36 Jackson County
Conservatives denied that the murder was politically motivated
and claimed that it was because of Dickinson’s involvement with
the wife of Frank Bryan, the Negro who alledgedly killed him. 37
Republicans, on the other hand, insisted that Dickinson was killed because he was a Republican leader and they accused Luke
Lott of being the assassin. 3 8 The Tallahassee Weekly Floridian
reported that Dickinson’s brother was convinced that the murder
was non-political and that the motive was robbery. 39 His brotherin-law also reportedly thought that the murder had nothing to do
with politics. 40 Whatever these opinions, the memorial over the
grave in Benson, Vermont, states:
Capt. Dickinson was assassinated by the “Ku Klux Klan” near
his home on the night of April 3. He fell at the Post of Duty
in the Integrity of A True Patriot. 41
Tallahassee Weekly Floridian, May 16, 1871, quoting the New York
Tribune. See also ibid., quoting the Jacksonville Florida Union, May
1 3 , 1 8 7 1 ; House Report 22, XIII, 264.
35. Tallahassee Sentinel, May 27, 1871; House Report 22, XIII, 152.
36. Tallahassee Weekly Floridian, April 11, 1871, quoting the Marianna Courier, April 6, 1871.
37. Ibid.; see also House Report 22, XIII, 91-92, 206.
3 8 . House Report 22, XIII, 90-91.
39. Tallahassee Weekly Floridian, May 16, 1871.
4 0 . Ibid., May 30, 1871, quoting the Marianna Courier.
41. The writer visited Benson, Vermont, on August 18, 1963, and located Dickinson’s grave. The inscription on the other side of the
memorial reads:
Capt. John Q. Dickinson, Son of Isaac and Grandson of Joel
Dickinson, was born in Benson, Vt., Nov. 26, 1836, Graduated
at Middlebury College, 1860. Served in the War of the Rebellion from 1861 to 1865, Died in Marianna, Fla., April 3, 1871.
34.
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Congress enacted other legislation in 1871, as violence and
intimidation of voters continued in the South. 42 An amendment
to the Enforcement Act of 1878 became effective February 28,
1871. In March, President Grant informed Congress that in some
southern states life and property were insecure, that the mails
and revenue collections were being endangered, and that he
wanted legislation to deal with the situation. 43 Senator John
Sherman of Ohio insisted that the Ku Klux Klan had become a
formidable military force throughout the South, except for Virginia, and that Klan activities were being directed against Republicans. Moreover, the senator claimed, no one was being convicted or punished for these offenses. After protracted debate,
the senate passed Sherman’s resolution calling for legislation to
suppress the Ku Klux Klan in North Carolina, asserting that the
Klan probably also existed in other southern states. 44
A joint select committee was set up to inquire into conditions
in the South and report its findings to Congress. The committee
found that the Klan, composed for the most part of members of
the Democratic party, sought to achieve its political purpose by
murders, whippings, intimidation, and violence. A minority report
admitted the existence of the Ku Klux but claimed that it came
into being as a result of the Negro Union Leagues. 45
The house and senate passed the bill requested by Grant
after prolonged debate. Southerners and their sympathizers labelled the proposed law as tyrannical because it authorized use of
the armed forces in its execution. 46 Senator Osborn of Florida
opposed repealing the law requiring jurors to take the ironclad
oath, and cited the Dickinson and Finlayson murders and “72
others who have fallen by assassination in the same [Jackson]
County, all Republicans.” He claimed that a Jackson County
Republican elected to the legislature in 1870 had resigned because he feared assassination. The senator felt that Florida’s
courts were unable to enforce criminal laws and that the state
42. Statutes at Large, XVI (1871), 433-440.
43. Congressional Globe, 42nd Cong., 2nd Sess., 236; Tallahassee Sentinel, May 6, 1871.
4 4 . Congressional Globe, 42nd Cong., 2nd Sess., 153, 157, 4 5 7 .
4 5 . Ibid., 134-135; 159, 172.
46. For example, see Congressional Globe, 42nd Cong. 1st Sess., 331,
351.
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government could not protect life and property. Asserting that
justice was available only in federal courts, the senator attributed
the weakness of the lower courts to the fact that the object of
many Floridians was “to gain political control by intimidation
and murder, solemnly obligated to clear the guilty or condemn
the innocent, according as the one may be a brother in crime and
the other a political opponent.” 47
Governor Reed, United States Marshal Sherman Conant, and
District Attorney Horatio Bisbee favored retaining the juror’s oath.
Bisbee insisted that there could be no convictions for violations of
revenue laws or the Enforcement Act without enforcing of the
oath requirement, and he threatened to resign if the requirement
were repealed. 48 The oath requirement was retained in the bill.
The Enforcement Act of April 20, 1871 was a brief law containing seven sections. 49 Persons convicted of conspiring to overthrow the government, hindering the execution of federal laws,
or conspiring to deprive any person of his legal rights were subject
to fines up to $5,000 and imprisonment up to six years. The
president could employ militia and/or land and naval forces to
execute the act. Certain combinations were defined as rebellion
against the United States, and, in these cases, the president could
suspend the writ of habeas corpus for the purpose of crushing
the rebellion. The act also provided that no person who was a
member of any combination or conspiracy could serve on a federal
jury, and every juror had to swear that he had never voluntarily
aided any conspiracy such as the Ku Klux Klan.
Sentiment in Florida was overwhelmingly against the enforcement program. One observer denounced it as oppression and a
“subversion of the principles of Republican government, . . . the
rights of the people,” and an unwarranted concentration of governmental power. 50 Ambrose Hart called “the conduct of the
United States government in interfering with the local affairs of
this state . . . the most monstrous proceeding that has yet come

47.
48.
49.
50.

Ibid., 653.
Ibid.
Statutes at Large, XVII ( 1 8 7 3 ) , 13-15.
House Report 22, XIII, 196.
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under my notice.” 51 Conservatives denied that the Ku Klux even
existed in Florida. 52
On the other hand, many Florida Republicans supported the
act. Circuit Judge William Bryson, third judicial circuit (Columbia, Lafayette, Suwannee, Hamilton, Madison, and Taylor counties), claimed that he had found it nearly impossible to bring the
guilty to trial since so many people refused to testify against accused members of the Ku Klux. Moreover, sheriffs and other officials were either intimidated by he organizations or supported
their aims and refused to arrest members. 53 Robert Martin, former Republican sheriff of Columbia County, had resigned in fear
of his life and refused to do anything that would antagonize the
Ku Klux. 54 According to Sheriff David Montgomery of Madison
County, juries refused to convict anyone accused of killing, whipping, or intimidating Negroes. Montgomery believed that accused
persons often received information from members of the grand
jury, thus enabling them to evade arrest. 55 Jackson County jurors
were “not disposed to check outrages,” according to Marcellus
Stearns, speaker of the Florida house and later governor of Florida. 56 He was himself assaulted in Quincy in March 1871.
Nineteen persons, mostly Negroes, were murdered in Alachua
County during the period from 1867 to 1871, but only five persons were tried for murder and all of these were acquitted. 57
During the period 1868-1871, seven murders were committed
in Columbia County, Republicans were whipped by armed bands
of men, houses were burned, and nearly three hundred Negroes
reportedly fled the county for reasons of personal safety. No one
was convicted of any of these crimes. 58
51. Ambrose Hart to mother, January 27, 1871, Ambrose Hart Letters.
52. These denials were found in the Tallahassee Weekly Floridian, organ
of the Conservatives, in the following issues: February 28, 1871;
March 21, 1871, quoting the Jacksonville Courier and offering a
reward of $500 for proof of the existence of the Ku Klux Klan in
Florida; May 16, 1871, quoting the Jacksonville Florida Union, May
13, 1871; September 5, 1871; November 21, 1871. (The article
carried in the latter issue denied that Joseph John William’s Young
Men’s Democratic Clubs were anything other than peaceable and
lawful organizations); the issue of December 5, 1871, quoted a
presentment of the Columbia County grand jury to show the absence
of the Ku Klux there.
53. House Report 22, XIII, 258.
54. Ibid., 264.
55. Ibid., 128, 130.
56. Ibid., 90.
57. Ibid., 268.
58. Ibid., 263.
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After the murder of John Dickinson, authorities were warned
by Marianna Judge Allen Bush not to appoint officials from outside Jackson County since the local people wanted only natives.
Anyone coming into the county to track down Dickinson’s murderers would probably be killed, Bush stated. 59 Governor Reed
dispatched State Commissioner of Immigration John S. Adams
and Jacksonville editor John Westcott to Marianna to consult
with citizens concerning vacancies in the county offices, 60 and
eventually two Democrats were appointed. 61 At a convention of
Negro Methodist ministers in Tallahassee, Governor Reed admitted that the state did not have enough power to protect Republicans, Negro or white, in West Florida and Jackson County in
particular. The conference recommended that Negroes “move out
of Jackson County” and promised to help them find homes. 62
The appointment of Democrats in Jackson County eased tension somewhat, and Sentor Osborne reported that conditions in
Florida were somewhat better. We attributed the improvement
to the Enforcement Acts and the fact that would-be lawbreakers
knew that Federal officers were determined to enforce the law. 63
A Marianna citizen wrote in July 1871: “We are having an unusually quiet time.” 64
Murders, however, continued in Jackson County in 1871.
During July three Negroes were shot to death, two of them by
disguised men, and other Negroes were attacked. Eleven Negroes
were killed during the next three months, and Republican leaders
protested to President Grant that bands of armed men were commiting outrages throughout Jackson County. 65 Negroes were be59.
60.
61.
62.
63.

Ibid., 195.
Tallahassee Weekly Floridian, June 6, 1871.
Ibid., June 27, 1871.
House Report 22, XIII, 165-166.
Tallahassee Weekly Floridian, July 11, 1871, quoting the New York
Tribune.
64. Ibid., July 25, 1871.
65. The Republican State Executive Committee of Florida to Ulysess S.
Grant, November 18, 1871, in Attorney General’s Papers, Record
Group 60, Department of Justice, National Archives. Cited hereafter
as Attorney General’s Papers. An accompanying affidavit signed by
prominent Negro leaders Benjamin Livingston, Homer Bryan, Richard
Pousser, and Emmanuel Pope, gave the names of Negroes murdered
during July, August, September and October 1871. Livingston was
a member of the legislature and Bryan was tax collector at the time
of John Dickinson’s death.
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ing terrorized, were afraid to travel after dark, and “dared not
assert their rights as men and citizens” because the authorities
would furnish them no protection. 66
Polk County was the scene of lynchings in mid-April 1871;
Nathaniel Red was hanged by a mob and Jim Pernell was shot
to death. 67 Samuel Tutson, Negro farmer, and his family were
the victims of an attack in Clay County on May 1, 1871. Tutson and his wife were beaten, his children terrorized, and his
house destroyed because he had allegedly refused to surrender
his claim to a homestead. The grand jury refused to indict the
men believed responsible for these crimes. 68 On October 19,
1871, United States Marshal Sherman Conant arrested the men,
however, and charged them with assault and with being members of the Ku Klux. Four were subsequently convicted of violating the Enforcement Act of 1871 and were given prison sentences. 69
Negroes were not the only targets in this campaign of terror.
A white Baker County Republican suffered a brutal attack on
June 24, 1871, when a group of men beat him and his pregnant
wife. 70 Three men were arrested for this assault and convicted
under the Enforcement Act. 71 Matthew Harris of Baker County
was brutally beaten and ordered to leave the county. 72 Armed
bands of men were active in other parts of Florida during the
summer and fall of 1871. In Leon County, George Butler, a
white teacher in a Negro school, was assaulted on the night of
August 9, 1871, by a group of about eight men and was ordered
to leave Florida. 73 Early in September, a band of disguised
white men attacked the home of William Noble, prominent
Negro Republican of Columbia County, and severely wounded
him and his wife. 74 On September 10, 1871, near Moseley Hall
in Madison County, a young white man named Allison, a ReIbid.; see also House Report 22, XIII, 278.
Tallahassee Weekly Floridian, May 9, 1871.
House Report 22, XIII, 54-64, 218.
United States Marshal, Sherman Conant, to Attorney General Amos
Akerman, October 23, 1871, in Attorney General’s Papers; Report
of Sherman Conant, May 11, 1874, Ibid. See also Tallahassee Sentinel, October 28, 1871.
70. Tallahassee Sentinel; July 1, 1871; House Report 22, XIII, 66.
71. Tallahassee Sentinel, January 4, 1873.
72. Ibid., July 22, 1871.
73. Ibid., August 12, 1871; House Report 22, XIII, 168.
74. Tallahassee Sentinel, September 9, 1871.
66.
67.
68.
69.
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publican, was shot to death in his home, allegedly by the Ku
Klux. 75 On September 30, 1871, a Mr. Ashley, Republican
leader in Lafayette County, was murdered. A week later, John
Ponchier, a Democrat and former county clerk of Lafayette County, shot County Judge John Krimminger through the heart from
ambush as the Republican boss sat on his front porch. 76
President Grant ordered the Secret Service to investigate Ku
Klux depredations in the South. Agents infiltrated southern communities, taking jobs and joining local secret organizations. 77
Agent J. J. O’Toole reported from Jasper that a number of men
from Hamilton County were members of an armed band which
beat to death a Lowndes County, Georgia, Negro named Thompson “because he was too good a Negro.” 78 Secret Service Chief
Hiram Whitley reported that such organizations were trying to
keep Negroes and others from exercising their civil rights.
In the spring of 1871, Congress appointed a Joint Select
Committee to Inquire into the Condition of Affairs in the Late
Insurrectionary States. A sub-committee held sessions in Jacksonville from November 10-14, 1871, and received testimony
from thirty-four witnessess, including three Democrats and
twelve Republican Negroes. The Republicans affirmed that intimidation was wide-spread; that Conservative organizations were
engaged in a campaign to seize political power by intimidating
Republican voters, especially Negroes; and that the power of the
federal government was the only effective curb against violence. 79
Joseph John Williams of Tallahassee, house speaker in 1866,
was probably the best known Florida Democrat who was called
to testify. He admitted that he had sponsored a Young Men’s
75.
76.
77.

78.

79.

Ibid., September 23, 1871; House Report 22, XIII, 126, 179.
Tallahassee Sentinel, October 14, 1871; House Report 22, XIII, 176184.
Reports of Hiram Whitley, Chief of United States Secret Service, to
Attorney General Akerman, September 29, 1871, October 16, 1871,
August 15, 1872, in H. C. Whitley Reports on the Ku Klux Klan,
Selected Items Concerning Reconstruction Problems in the South:
1871-1879, Record Group 69, Department of Justice, National Archives. Cited hereafter as Whitley Reports.
Ibid.; O’Toole listed the following members from Hamilton County:
Elihu Horne, alias Captain Smart, Mallie Horne, Matthew Matthews,
William Fennell, Benjamin Cross, George Jennings, Jr., Stephen
Sharp, Joseph Morgan, Benjamin Leverett, Henry Collier, and John
Collier.
Members of the subcommittee were Representatives Maynard, Schofield, Lansing, and Voorhees, all Republicans, and Senator Thomas
Bayard, Democrat.
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Democratic Club in Leon County, but insisted that these had
disbanded in 1870, and that he knew nothing of similar organizations in other counties. He admitted that the purpose of the
club was to make “obnoxious” persons leave the community. 80
The Weekly Floridian praised the club because it was “designed
to promote harmony, secure peaceful elections, and protect the
purity of the ballot box,” and labeled Republican witnesses
“ductile tools.” 81
On October 17, 1871, President Grant ruled that nine counties in South Carolina were in a state of insurrection, and he
declared martial law. Some six hundred persons suspected of
Ku Klux affiliations were arrested. 82 It was reported that Grant,
with Senator Osborne’s approval, intended to follow the same
course of action in North Florida. 83 While this did not happen,
the threat tended to quiet things in Florida.
After the president’s action on October 17, there is record
of only one outrage in Florida. F. H. G. Long of Marianna was
shot and killed in his home on November 28, 1871. 84 On December 7, 1871, a detachment of twenty men from the Second
United States Infantry arrived in the city. 85 Four days later,
James Coker, important Jackson County Democrat, was arrested
for violation of the Enforcement Act and was taken to Tallahassee for trial. 86 The case was transferred to Jacksonville; a nolle
prosequi was entered about a year later. 87
The troops had been sent to Jackson County in answer to
the plea of the Republican State Executive Committee. 88 In
a special election on December 19, 1871, two Republicans, W. K.
Robinson and Benjamin Neal, were elected by sizeable majorities
to the legislature. It was a quiet election; there were no attempts
at intimidation or violence, and there was no need for the troops.
8 0 . House Report 22, XIII, 226-240.
81. Tallahassee Weekly Floridian, November 21 and 28, 1871.
82. House Executive Documents, 42nd Cong., 2nd Sess, No. 268 (Serial No. 1515), 5-17; see also Whitley Reports, September 29, 1871,
October 16, 1871.
Tallahassee Weekly Floridian, December 5, 1871.
Ibid.
Ibid., quoting the Marianna Courier, December 7, 1871.
United States v. James Coker, December 11, 1871, Box 082429.
Ibid.; see also Book 26, Minute Book, No. 1, 123, 131.
Republican State Executive Committee to Ulys ses S. Grant, November 18, 1871, in Attorney General’s Papers.
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Columbia County also held a special election on December 19,
and William Dukes, a Democrat, won a seat in the legislature. 89
The full effect of the enforcement program in Florida may
be seen in the results of the election of 1872. The Democrats
sensed victory in this election. On August 14, 1872, in a convention at Jacksonville, the Democrats nominated William Bloxham for governor and Robert Bullock for lieutenant governor. 90
Silas Niblack and Charles Jones were nominated as candidates
for Congress. The Republicans met the week before and nominated Ossian B. Hart for governor, Marcellus Stearns for lieutenant governor, and Josiah T. Walls and William Purman for
Congress. 91 Both parties put forth intensive effort during the
campaign of 1872. The Weekly Floridian called upon Conservatives to utilize the Enforcement Act of February 21, 1871,
which was amended in September 1872, to ask for election
supervisors in every precinct where it was thought necessary. 92
As the election date approached, preparations were made to
insure an orderly election. The Second United States Infantry
assigned detachments for election duty as follows: thirty-six men
at Jacksonville, twenty at Marianna, twenty at Tallahassee, twelve
at Lake City, and twelve at Quincy. In Tallahassee, the mayor and
the sheriff hired extra police and swore in special deputy sheriffs
for election duty. The United States marshal also employed special deputy marshals for various localities. Every precaution was
taken to avoid trouble. 93 As a result, there was not a single case
of outrage connected with the election, according to the presentment of the grand jury of the United States district court in
January 1873. 94
The Republican candidates were victorious in the November
vote. Both factions charged fraud and several arrests were made
on warrants sworn out by the two opposing parties charging
various election officials with fraud and with violating the Enforcement Acts. Ossian B. Hart won by a majority of 1,499
votes; Marcellus Stearns by a 1,656 majority; and Purman and
Walls won congressional seats by majorities respectively of 1,726
and 1,622 each.
89.
90.
91.
92.
93.
94.

Tallahassee Sentinel, December 23, 1871.
Tallahassee Weekly Floridian, August 20, 1872.
Ibid., August 13, 1872.
Ibid., September 21, 1872.
Ibid., November 5, 1872.
Ibid., January 14, 1873.
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Florida Republicans had barely won their victories in 1870
and 1872. It would seem that the Enforcement Acts had been
utilized by the party not only to curb violence and intimidation
but also as devices to maintain the slim Republican supremacy
in Reconstruction Florida.
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SOCIAL LEGISLATION
IN RECONSTRUCTION FLORIDA
by D ERRELL R OBERTS
TATE LEGISLATURES ,

for the most part, generally prefer to
leave social and welfare problems to others, either private
individuals or other government agencies. E v e n t h o u g h t h e i r
taxing powers, as well as their legislative possibilities, are not
nearly so limited as their national counterparts, the ideal solution,
they insist, is “private initiative.” On the contemporary scene,
when many citizens believe that some social legislation is necessary, state legislative bodies seem to prefer leaving such important
matters to the national Congress, even on a matching basis. In
this regard, Florida’s reconstruction legislature was modern, it
pursued a policy that is still in vogue today.
The people of the South desperately needed help from some
source after the Civil War, and Florida was no exception. The
state estimated her loss in real and personal property during the
war at $42,000,000, including slaves; only two other states east
of the Mississippi- Alabama and South Carolina-bore a more
grievous burden. 1 A traveler in 1866 described the Florida situation as “the gloomiest picture to behold, but claimed that Floridians, with all their many needs and dissatisfactions, wanted
most of all to be left alone. He thought they were “set against
any and all efforts on the part of Northern individuals and associations” to help them. 2 The fact that people did not want help
did not lessen their need in any way; it merely provided still another hindrance to the passage of social legislation.
Even the newspapers of Florida showed only a perfunctory
interest in the problems of schools, crime, poverty, Confederate
veterans aid, and related social problems. An exception was a
Jacksonville paper, the Florida Union, which, about a week
1. Kathryn Abbey Hanna, Florida: Land of Change (Chapel Hill,
1948), 293.
2. Joe M. Richardson (ed.), “A Northerner Reports on Florida: 1866,”
Florida Historical Quarterly, XXXX (April 1962), 388-89.
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before the December 1865 session of the legislature, suggested
that the lawmakers examine such things as state militia laws, a
code to regulate domestic relations for freedmen, a code for
freedmen’s government and protection (including protection of
whites), establishment of a chancery court, an increase in the
powers and functions of judges, and laws encouraging immigration and capital into the state. 3
One of the most pressing problems was education. Whatever
system had existed before the Civil War, it was nearly extinct
by 1865. As one Freedmen’s Bureau teacher reported, schools
for white children were almost non-existent in Florida in the
fall of 1866. Where they were operating, instructors’ qualifications were “either unknown or insufficient.” 4 The problem was
recognized by the legislators meeting in Tallahassee in January
1866, and they tried to do something about it. An act was passed
authorizing the state superintendent to draw the interest due
from the state’s school fund, and to “apportion it to the superintendents of each county in the State for the education of the
indigent white children therein.” 5 Since the amount available
was so limited, this law, however well-intentioned, did little to
alleviate the involved educational problem.
The legislature attempted to direct Negro education also
during these post-Civil War years. In the January 1866 session,
an act was passed to organize Negro schools, erect buildings, and
hire teachers. While this was supplemented by efforts of the
Freedmen’s Bureau, the legislature attempted to finance the
Negro school program by assessing fifty cents per month from
each pupil and one dollar per year from “all male persons of
color between the ages of 21 and 45.” 6 A legislative enactment
regulated teachers in Negro schools by requiring licenses;
those who taught without a license were liable to fines of one
hundred to five hundred dollars. While officials denied that a
major reason for this measure was to keep white northern teachers out of Negro schools, one Florida paper stated that Southerners wanted their schools “taught by Floridians” and not by “unfit
3.
4.
5.
6.

Jacksonville Florida Union, December 16, 1865.
Richardson, “A Northerner Reports on Florida,” 389.
Laws of Florida (1865), 50.
Ibid., 37-39; see also Thomas Everette Cochran, History of Public
School Education in Florida (Lancaster, Pa., 1921), 29-31.
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alien, hostile and dangerous agents.” 7 The federal military that
was stationed in Florida insisted that this state law could not be
enforced against schools sponsored by the Freedmen’s Bureau or
those aided and supported by benevolent societies and churches. 8
In 1867, Freedmen’s Bureau Commissioner O. O. Howard
intervened for the first time in Florida school affairs when he
ordered state school superintendent, the Reverend Mr. E. B.
Duncan, removed from office. Duncan was accused of using his
office to proselyte Negroes to his own church denomination, the
Methodist Episcopal South. He was also charged with favoring
white southern teachers over Northerners. While he denied both
charges, he did admit that he had told Southerners that if they
refused to teach Negroes, teachers from the North would be only
too happy to do so. His ouster finally came when Superintendent Duncan refused to allow copies of a recent speech delivered
by Radical Republican Thaddeus Stevens to be distributed in the
public schools of Florida. 9 C. Thurston Chase, who, according
to Commissioner Howard, was thoroughly versed in the management of freedmen’s schools and enjoyed the confidence of the
benevolent societies, was appointed superintendent of Florida
schools in July 1866.
Meanwhile, little or nothing had been done for the white
schools until the Florida constitution of 1868 was written. The
authorization of a uniform system of common schools in the constitution was a big step toward the foundation of the present-day
school system. Even so, it merely set up the outline for the
project and made some preliminary plans. The establishment of
a good school system for white and Negro students was not yet
accomplished. The constitution continued the office of state
school superintendent and authorized a state board of education. The system was to be financed from a common school
fund, with revenue coming from federal land grants, a one mill
property tax, and matching funds from the counties. The implementation of this authorization was left to the state legislature. 10
7. George R. Bentley, A History of the Freedmen’s Bureau (Philadelphia,
1955), 182.
8.
9.
10.
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Superintendent of Public Instruction Chase visited other
states, North and South, whose educational systems were already
established. In fact, he spent so much time away from Tallahassee, one of Commissioner Howard’s inspectors reported that he
was being very negligent of his duties. There might have been
some real basis for this criticism, because, when the January 1869
session of the legislature assembled, Governor Harrison Reed
announced that he had not yet been informed of any of Chase’s
educational plans. The governor said that he was becoming impatient about the delay in setting up a school system, although
he agreed that plans should be carefully made. 11 On January
30, 1869, the legislature finally passed Florida’s first comprehensive uniform public school law, providing even for a state university. The act set forth in detail the type of organization,
equipment, teachers, kind of instruction, and support needed to
create good public schools for Florida. 12
In a report to the legislature in 1870, Governor Reed announced that “more than 200 schools . . . had been established
and 7,000 pupils admitted” to Florida schools, a major increase
over earlier years. He praised property holders and the Freedmen’s Bureau for their help and support. He said that property
owners everywhere in the state had cooperated in paying their
taxes and in giving “general attention to this subject.” The
attitude of these people, Reed stated, was in “gratifying contrast to the spirit formerly manifested against free schools subsisted by taxation upon the property.” 13 The state was also
“under great obligation to the Freedmen’s Bureau at Washington. . . .” Reed, said that under the direction of the bureau’s
supervisor of education, not only had several “fine school buildings” been constructed, but many “competent teachers” had been
employed who had stimulated interest in education. The governor counted eighty-seven school buildings that had been “furnished the state by the Bureau.” 14
But if there were more schools and an increasing number of
children attending school, there were still many serious financial
problems. In May 1870, Governor Reed warned the legislature
11.
12.
13.
14.

Florida House Journal (1869), 13-14.
Laws of Florida (1869), 7-19; see also Cochran, Education, 36-48.
Florida Senate Journal (1870), 22.
Ibid.
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that since the “tax for schools had been repealed,” immediate legislation was needed to save the “school system from paralysis.” 15
This emergency was met by what Governor Reed called a response in “taxes and general attention.” He informed the legislature in 1872 that people seemed to be somewhat less hesitant
about paying school taxes than was true two years earlier. This,
he claimed, had not only improved the caliber of government, but
the crime rate had also declined as a result of children getting
an education. Now he asked the legislature to enact a compulsory education law, and he called for the establishment of an
agricultural college as authorized by the Morrill Land Grant
Act. 16
Governor Reeds successor, Ossian B. Hart, also evidenced
pride in Florida’s school system. Floridians, he said, “rejoice
greatly that we have numerous public free schools.” There were
at this time 500 tax-supported schools with a total enrollment of
18,000 students. The system was good, Hart stated, but a rising student population called for an expansion of facilities. 17
Although the Florida public school system continued to grow
and improve in the post-reconstruction period, there is evidence
that there was an attempt by some Democrats at the constitutional convention of 1885 to abandon the state-supported program. Malcontents charged that the school tax constituted property confiscation, and they claimed the money was being used
to educate Negroes to the detriment of white students. Nothing came of the attempt to do away with public schools; a
coalition of Republicans and moderate Democrats defeated the
move. 18
Florida’s penal problems were also serious, and claimed
about as much legislative attention in the reconstruction years as
did education. As early as December 1866, the legislature discussed the establishment of a state penitentiary for the safe
and proper housing of prisoners. 19 In 1866, and again in
1868, the legislature passed resolutions asking the governor to
correspond with officials in Washington about the possibility of
15.
16.
17.
18.

Florida House Journal, Extra Session (1870), 9.
Ibid. (1872), 40-43.
Ibid. (1874), 36.
E d w a r d C . W i l l i a m s o n , “ T h e C o n s t i t u t i o n C o n v e n t i o n o f 1885,”
Florida Historical Quarterly, XLI (October 1962), 123-24.
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turning over the old military arsenal at Chattahoochee to the
2 0
In September 1868, Governor
state to be used as a prison.
Reed applied to officials in Washington and obtained permission
from the Secretary of War and the Commissioner of the Freedmen’s Bureau to use the property under a loan arrangement.
The governor informed the legislature that, with some modifications, the arsenal would “accommodate 300 convicts.” Governor Reed had already used money from his contingent fund
to make preliminary provisions for the new penitentiary. He
procured temporary supplies, hired a prison guard of fourteen
men, and moved in nine prisoners to be used as a work force.
Reed asked the legislature for funds to equip the building with
cells and to purchase furnishings for about a hundred convicts.
Meanwhile, he had already taken bids for the cells. 21
When the extra session of the legislature convened in June
1869, the arsenal was not yet in full operation as a prison. Governor Reed reported that the forty-two convicts there were lodged
in makeshift cells and that the courts were “making daily additions” to the prison population. He claimed that cells, costing
$500 each, were needed for a hundred prisoners. 22 . The
legislature appropriated $12,000 and advertised for bids. Construction was to be supervised by the adjutant-general, comptroller, and treasurer. 23
A legislative enactment of July 1868 instituted a military
type organization at the prison. The commandant in charge
was supervised by the state adjutant-general. He was paid five
dollars a day and quarters; the captain of the guard received three
dollars a day and quarters; and a first lieutenant, in charge of
property and business, was allowed two dollars a day and quarters,
plus five per cent of the profits earned from the prisoners’ work.
The prison doctor received five dollars a day, and he was allowed
to maintain a private medical practice. 24 Forty guards, each to
serve three year “enlistments,” would be hired. The pay was
ten dollars a month for privates, eleven dollars for corporals,
twelve dollars for sergeants, and thirteen dollars for the first ser19. Laws of Florida (1866), 85-86.
20. Ibid. (1868), 184.
21. Florida House Journal (1869), 15-16.
22. Ibid., Extra Session (1869), 11-12.
23. Laws of Florida, Extra Session (1869), 52.
24. Ibid. (1868), 35-43.
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geant. In addition, the guards received quarters, rations, fuel,
clothing, and equipment. 25
A discipline program was instituted, including solitary confinement, and uniforms of “red and blue shoddy” were prescribed for the inmates. Prisoners would work eight hours each
day, except on the Sabbath when religious services were to be
held by the commandant. The superintendent of public instruction was authorized to provide books, papers, Bibles, and other
educational material for the prisoners. 26
As early as 1868, a legislative enactment allowed the commissioner of public institutions to farm out or lease prisoners at
his discretion. These prisoners, like those in the penitentiary,
could be worked only eight hours a day and were to be given
Sunday off. 27 In January 1870, Governor Reed informed the
the legislature that “the large accumulation of crime” among
other things, was causing the prison to become overcrowded, and
immediate “attention to the necessities of that institution” was
needed. He opposed the military organization of the prison and
wanted it changed to a non-military type. 28 Lack of finances
was another problem that needed resolving. Since the cells were
not adequate for the confinement of prisoners, a heavy guard was
required. The governor recommended that more prisoners be
leased or “farmed out,” and to make the leases more desirable, he
asked that the work day be set at ten hours. 29
The legislature failed to enact penal reforms at either the
regular session or the special session in 1870. 30 It was not until January 1871, that the lawmakers reorganized the prison.
Under this plan, the commissioner of public institutions supervised the system. The commandant was replaced by a warden
who was appointed by the governor with the approval of the
senate, and he was charged with carrying out the policy of the
commissioner of public institutions. Punishment and discipline
were prescribed and defined. The physician’s salary was reduced
to three dollars a day, and a chaplain was employed at a monthly salary of twenty dollars. 31
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.

Ibid., 37.
Ibid., 38.
Ibid., 39-40.
Florida Senate Journal (1870), 15.
Ibid.
Florida House Journal, Extra Session
Laws of Florida (1871), 17-23.
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By 1872 the financial problems were still not solved. Governor Reed notified the legislature that Congress had voted to
give the prison arsenal, valued at $50,000, to Florida. Additional cells, however, had not yet been purchased, and Reed
argued that they were immediately needed. 32 For the sake of
economy, Reed proposed that the prison replace the scrip that
was being used with a system of cash payments which, he estimated, would reduce annual expenses by at least $10,000. He
also recommended that the “Adjutant-General be constituted
warden of the State prison, without additional pay,” which
would mean a savings of over $2,000 a year. 33
The state penitentiary continued to suffer from financial and
organizational problems throughout the reconstruction period,
although the warden’s reports to the legislature during the 1870’s
described several important prison reform programs. The legislature learned in 1872, that a school program had been set up
and were told that the educated prisoners were teaching the
others. Several illiterates had already learned to read, but more
books and slates were needed. The convict lease system continued and prisoners worked for nearby railroads, clearing land
and cutting cross-ties. 34. In 1873, the warden reported that prisoners had worked for the Jacksonville, Pensacola and Mobile
Railroad. They needed additional teams for clearing land, however, and more books and educational materials. 35
The convict problem was discussed at the constitution convention of 1885. The Reverend Mr. Robert F. Rogers, a Baptist
minister and delegate from Suwannee County, advocated a completely state-operated system without leasing or farming out the
prisoners. Rogers was overruled, however, on the grounds that
future legislatures would handle the problem when the state’s
finances improved. 3 6 Florida’s convict lease system was to continue on in to the twentieth century.
The need for a Florida asylum for lunatics was strangely
connected with the state’s prison system. As late as 1873, according to Governor Hart, “Florida’s poor, unfortunate insane
. . .” were having to be “placed in Asylums in other states,” since
32. Florida House Journal (1872), 49-50.
33. Ibid.
34. Ibid., Extra Session (1873), 135-37.
35. Ibid. (1874), 207-09.
36. Williamson, “The Constitutional Convention of 1885,” 124.
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Florida lacked such an institution. 37 In 1874, the legislature
voted to allow a section of the Chattahoochee prison to be used
for those “lunatics” that were committed by the courts. This
called for no great outlay of funds; the only added expense was
a physician who doubled as the governing officer for the mentally
incompetent. 38
Florida’s reconstruction legislature also concerned itself somewhat with the problems relating to the aged and poor, maimed
soldiers, laborers, and Negroes. The needy aged posed a most
challenging problem to Provisional Governor William Marvin,
and in 1865 he told the legislature it would be “inhumane and
anti-christian [sic] to leave them to perish so long as we have
the ability to prevent it.” “The poor ye have always with you,” he
quoted the Bible, but they “ought to be supported at public expense,” he believed. 39 The legislature responded to this social
need in January 1866, by insisting that the children of the old
and poor take care of their parents. In case this was not possible, the local justice of the peace or the judge of the county
criminal court was supposed to investigate the situation. The
courts had the power to assess children for the support of their
parents to the point of a writ of garnishment. 40 On January 1,
1869, the Freedmen’s Bureau referred twenty old and destitute
Negroes to the governor’s office for help. They were in various
stages of serious dependency, which Reed described as “insanity,
imbecility, epilepsy.” The governor had all of them transferred
to the Chattahoochee prison where they would at least be under
care of the prison physician and where the cost of taking care
of them would not be too great. Meeting the needs of the aged
poor was a state and county responsibility, Reed felt, 41 and he
informed the legislature in 1870, that he was not pleased with
the prevailing system of providing for the poor. In a country
where subsistence was so easily obtained, “there should be none
so destitute as to require public charity.” The need for charity,
the governor argued, was due to “ignorance, vagrancy, vice, or
. . . some other cause.” He recommended that instead of letting
37.
38.
39.
40.
41.

Florida House Journal (1873), 44-45.
Laws of Florida (1874), 88-89.
Florida House Journal (1865), 23.
Laws of Florida (1865), 39-40.
Florida House Journal (1869), 16.
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the poor draw supplies “to be wasted or misappropriated,” each
county should establish poor houses. 42 The legislature in 1872,
passed a bill requiring the county commissioners to provide for
the poor and indigent in their respective counties. 43
Disabled Confederate veterans and the widows and orphans
of military personnel of the Civil War caused concern in Florida after 1865. Governor David Shelby Walker, a Democrat
and a supreme court justice in Confederate Florida, described
the problem in his inaugural address but made no recommendation. 44 The legislature in 1866, appropriated $5,000 to purchase artificial limbs for crippled veterans, 45 and the county
commissions were empowered to levy a property tax for the relief of indigent and disabled veterans, widows, and orphans. The
county judge of probate was charged with investigating the need
and passing the information on to the commissioners. The bill
applied only for the year of 1866, and it was not renewed by
the legislature. 46
One of Governor William Marvin’s major concerns was the
problem of vagrant freedmen in Florida. He felt that the elimination of vagrancy would stimulate industry and he wanted
“wise laws upon the subject” enacted. 47 In January 1866, the
governor signed a bill which defined a vagrant as a person able
to work and not working, or a person idle and immoral. For the
first violation, the defendant could “hire out,” after that the
punishment was twelve months in jail or thirty-nine lashes. The
use of the pillory was even authorized. 48 The legislature in
1866, also enacted a bill regulating the work of apprentices and
It even included provisions protecting
apprenticeship contracts.
orphans who were “bound out.” 49 Among the labor legislation
enacted in Florida during reconstruction, was a bill that exempted “any person who . . . lost one or both of their arms or
legs, from any cause whatsoever” from paying eider a professional or occupational tax.” 50 Still another law enabled indigent
42.
43.
44.
45.
46.
47.
48.
49.
50.

Florida Senate Journal (1870), 23.
Laws of Florida (1872), 32.
Florida House Journal (1865), 41.
Laws of Florida, Second Session (1866), 19.
Ibid. (1865), 94.
Florida House Journal (1865), 23.
Laws of Florida (1865), 28-29.
Florida House Journal (1865) 23-24; Laws of Florida (1865), 34-35.
Laws of Florida (1870), 37.
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persons to borrow money and give as lien everything made or
produced as a result of the loan. 51 In 1874, the legislature
established the ten-hour work day with extra pay for overtime,
unless a written contract stipulated “a less or greater number of
hours of labor to be performed daily.” 52
The most pressing and controversial social problems of the
reconstruction era in Florida and throughout the South related
to the freedmen. The Freedman’s Bureau, of course, was the
major agency that worked with the former slaves, trying to establish a place for them in a free society. The Florida legislature
was concerned with the need of providing unrestricted public
accommodations for all citizens. Governor Reed in 1869, claimed
that “Railroad officers . . . [had] excluded [people], on account
of their color. . . .” “First-class fare had been extracted when
first-class accommodations have been denied,” he said. This violated Florida’s constitution, and the governor wanted “some statute
more clearly defining the rights of citizens upon . . . thoroughfares.” 53 In 1870, a law was passed that required equal privilege
of accommodations when money for such was either taken or tendered. 54 Another act, passed in 1873, established equal rights
in all inns, carriers, and any other business which required
state licenses. Included also was a prohibition of discrimination in public state-supported institutions, but the law did exempt private schools and cemeteries from its requirements. Further, the word “white” or other discriminatory terms were to be
excluded from laws henceforth. Penalties for violations were
$1,000 fine or twelve months in prison for each offense. 55
The pressure for social legislation in reconstruction Florida
had not come from either the people or the press of the state.
Most of it was generated by the governors-both Democrat and
Republican. Whatever were their executive records otherwise,
Governors Marvin, Walker, Reed, and Hart seemed sincerely interested in the social problems of their day, and they spurred the
reconstruction legislatures of Florida into doing something, albeit
inadequate, about the immediate and most obvious needs. Social
51. Ibid. (1870), 30-31.
52. Ibid. (1874), 57-58.
53. Florida House Journal, Extra Session (1869), 13.
54. Laws of Florida (1870), 35.
55. Ibid. (1873), 25-26.
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legislation enacted during the post-Civil War period in Florida
did not solve the problems or meet the needs of the time, but it
did lay the foundation for the stronger public welfare programs
of the twentieth century.
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A SOUTH CAROLINA LAWYER VISITS
ST. AUGUSTINE - 1837
Edited by J OHN H AMMOND M OORE
H ENRY S UMMER , a young South Carolina lawyer,
journeyed to Florida in the winter of 1837 is not clear. This
account, entitled simply “Journal &c. for 1837,” indicates his
purpose was to search court records in St. Augustine-perhaps
for Judge John Belton O’Neall, a noted jurist with whom he was
associated. Born in 1809 of distinguished German stock, Henry
was one of six sons. One brother, William (1815-78), became
a horticulturist of some note and gave the name Pomaria to
the Newberry County community where he lived. Another, Adam
(1818-66), was a well-known Columbia printer. As this narrative makes graphically clear, two other brothers, John and
Nicholas, died at Tampa Bay in 1836.
Henry Summer was graduated from the South Carolina College in 1831, and he was admitted to the bar two years later.
Following his return from Florida, he continued to build up his
legal practice. In 1846, the year he married Frances Mayer of
Lexington, South Carolina, Summer was elected to the first of
two terms in the South Carolina lower house. There he distinguished himself as an outspoken advocate of public schools.
Drawing heavily upon publications of Horace Mann and the
prussian department of education, he leveled a scornful finger
at the so-called “‘free school” system of South Carolina and denounced the “apathy” its citizens displayed toward education.
Summer called for larger and more equitably distributed appropriations, compulsory attendance for children between the ages
of seven and fifteen, and the creation of school libraries.
After leaving the legislature in 1851, Summer continued to
labor in behalf of education and libraries, aiding Newberry College as both instructor and trustee and building up a personal
collection of some 4,700 volumes. A staunch defender of state
rights throughout the mid-nineteenth century, his last public
UST WHY
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service was as a member of the South Carolina constitutional
convention of 1865. He died four years later on January 3,
1869. Summer’s journal which is now in the archives of the
South Caroliniana Library, Columbia, South Carolina, has little
to say about education, books, or politics. It is merely the personal observations of a twenty-nine-year-old lawyer as he travels
between his home in Newberry, South Carolina, and St. Augustine. Here in his own words is what he saw:
On the 2nd Feb [.] I left Newberry Ct [.] Ho [.] for
Aiken [,] S. C. [,] w h ere I arrived without any thing of importance occurring - On Cloud’s Creek I noticed a remarkable
quarry of Free Stone used mainly for mill pumice.
4th Feb. Arrived at Aiken - Stopped at Marsh’s Hotel. A
Mr. Ollcott, a phrenologist [,] was there - very zealous in the
propagating of his sentiments - Said I had the organ of locality
strongly developed - that I was fond of seeing difficult placesthat Benevolence was strongly developed &c. The country is
generally poor, timbered with however white pine. I went in company with Judge O’Neall from Newberry to Charleston, S. C. 1
5th Feb. Left Aiken for Charleston on the Rail Road. 2
What a triumph of art is that mode of travelling - Blackville &
Branchville are handsome little villages. When we reached the
Tanbark Swamp the Engine “Georgia,” conducting a train of
Freight cars [,] ran against our engine “Marion,” conducting the
passengers cars - The shock was pretty severe - Our Engine
was disabled - A gentleman was hurt in his shoulder who
jumped out of the passenger cars in which he was when the
alarm was given - Two horses were somewhat injured. We were
detained about an hour, and went on to the turnout with our
Engine. At which place we took the “Georgia” and went on to
Charleston. We reached there about midnight, and retired to
rest about 1 o’clock. Judge O’Neall, Judge Butler, who got in
1 . J o h n B e l t o n O ’N e a l l ( 1 7 9 3 - 1 8 6 3 ) w a s a m a n y - s i d e d m a n - j u r i s t ,
author, legislator, temperance advocate, and agriculturalist. A native
of Newberry, he is perhaps best known for his two-volume Biographical Sketches of the Bench and Bar of South Carolina (Charleston,
1859).
2. The South Carolina Railroad, consisting of 135 miles of track from
Bamburg to Charleston, was then said to be the longest line in the
world. Presumably, although not on this trip, one could cover that
distance in an astounding thirteen hours.
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the car at Blackville, and myself put up at the Carolina Hotel
kept by A. Stewart. 3
I remained in Charleston from the 5th to the 18th of Feb. I
spent my time in reviewing the beautiful & various scenes of the
city. I walked several times down on the Battery and saw the
ocean heave its tides against the strong work of man there built.
On Sunday the 5th I went to hear Mr. [Theophilus] Fisk. He
is truly argumentive and convincing. I visited him frequently
and am highly pleased with him. On Wednesday evening after
I heard him again on the subject of False Teachers. This discourse was a triumphant refutation of the stale slander that Universalists are False Teachers, and was made to recoil with terrible efficacy on the heads of those who propagate it. On the 12th
I heard Mr. Manly [,] the Baptist Divine - 4 He was unwellHis discourse was a feeble one. On the day before I had visited
the Steeple of St. Michael’s Church- When I reached the platform above the hands of the clock I ascended no higher but
viewed the city. It was spread before me like a map in miniature The wharves lined with the shipping - the Battery
against which the ocean dashed its waves - the streets on which
many people are passing, but who appear like a pigmy race.
Castle Pinckney, Sullivan’s Island, Cooper and Ashley rivers,
lying all before the spectator, fill the mind with feelings of
which the best description is but a feeble effort to convey an
accurate conception. To know that is felt, one must see and
feel for himself. The view is grand & imposing- The outer
edge of the ocean [,] that waste of waters on which float so
many treasures [,] can be seen. You give 121/2 cents to the boy
who conducts you up the steeple.
Andrew Pickens Butler (1796-1857), an Edgefield resident who
became a circuit judge in 1833, later was a U. S. senator. It was his
speech on Kansas which provoked the celebrated caning of Charles
Sumner by Butler’s nephew, Preston Brooks. Both Butler and O’Neall
went to Charleston to attend a session of the South Carolina Appeals
Court which convened on Monday, February 6. Located on Broad
Street, the Carolina Hotel later became “The Home for Mothers,
Widows, and Daughters of Confederate Veterans.” It is now an
apartment house.
A North Carolina-born clergyman who was pastor of Charleston’s
wealthy First Baptist Church, Basil Manly (1798-1868) was later
president of the University of Alabama from 1837 to 1855. He
helped form the Alabama Historical Society and served enthusiastically as chaplain at the inaugural of Jefferson Davis in February
1861.
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King Street is the most fashionable street in the city-by
fashionable, I mean that most resorted to by different persons
for walking or as it is fashionably termed “promenading” - for
shopping. Some fine Book Stores are in the city, Breile & Babcock, McCarter & Greer, all separate establishments and in King
Street - Berrett, Bruges & Stoff on Broad Street - and Riley on
Church St. [,] all very good Book Stores. 5 The printing Offices
of the Mercury, Courier, morning daily papers, and the Southern
Patriot - daily evening, are on East Bay St. To the different
Hotels I did not pay much attention - The private buildings on
the Battery, and on Cooper River are some of them splendid
mansions - So much for Charleston at the present time. I saw
many of my old friends and acquaintances there, and I must
say that on the whole Charleston is an agreeable city.
19th Feb. I sailed on the Schooner S. S. Mills from Charleston for St. Augustine, East Florida, where I arrived on Sunday
morning - and put up at Mr. Fontaine’s - This occurred on the
21st February - 21st Evening.
The streets of Augustine are very narrow [and] the houses
have the appearance of age imprinted on them- It has a venerable appearance. Many of the walls are built out of a kind of
rock formed of shells 6 & None of the houses are fine in outside
appearance, but inside they are much better furnished than the
outer appearance would warrant a South Carolinian in anticipating-at least such a backwoodsman as I, who would think from
association of ideas, that a dingy outside would inside have nothing to recommend it. So much for appearances. As I came in,
the Fort was passed, which is admirably situated for the defence
of the town - As all vessels must pass it- I shall visit it before I leave. It must be remembered that this is a Spanish
town - I will say more when I have looked more at this place.
The Capt. of the Schooner (Southwick) is a gentlemanly
man. The company was agreeable-Capt. Whalton who resides
at Key West, Tatun, [V.] Sanchez, residents of this place, Whitaker, Durant of Horry [,] S. C. [,] and two ladies composed the
passengers. We passed the time very agreeably- Capt. W. had
5. Summer fails to mention one of the city’s most prominent book stores
-D. W. Harrison on Chalmers Street.
6. This material, made of lime, crushed shells, and water, was known
as tabby.
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a prisoner on board who had been robbing the light ship stationed on Key West & was brought to this place to stand trialwhich will take place some time in March.
22 [nd] Feb. Went into two offices, County Clerks’ & that
in which the Public records (Spanish & English) are kept. The
latter is kept in better order than any public office I have ever
seen. Neatness is the prominent characteristic. I have just seen
the Flag of my country floating over the Barracks [.] What an
association of circumstances rushes into the mind on sight of
this. The Flag of the Free proudly waving its ample folds in the
wind as if it would of itself gave safety & protection to the oppressed of every clime. Proud emblem of Liberty! may thy stars
and stripes float forever over a people united, happy & free.
Without these three firmly secured-freedom is an empty name.
I saw also the Exchange, a place of common resort - It is opposite the court house. In the centre [sic] of the Square, and
opposite the Roman Catholic & Episcopal Churches, stands a
monument erected in memory of the Spanish Constitution (for
this Territory, I presume) in the year 1812 with these words on
each of the four sides “Plaza de la Constitution.” I was informed
that it is the only Spanish Monument standing in Florida. There
is a peach tree opposite one window of my room in bloomThe young Orange trees are putting forth-but it will be several years before the Orange tree will be in the same flourishing
state in which it was previous to being killed by the frost of
1835. 7
I was informed today that Gen. Clinch had said in 1835
about six or eight months previous to the breaking out of hostilities with the Seminoles, that he was afraid there would be
some difficulty with them: that he had informed the government
that a strong force ought to be kept there, ready to be brought into action whenever they should be needed. 8 This information
7.

8.

Two years earlier Florida suffered an unusually severe cold spell. See
T. Frederick Davis, “Early Orange Culture in Florida and the Epochal
Cold of 1835,” Florida Historical Quarterly, XV (April 1937), 23239.
Duncan L. Clinch (1787-1849), a North Carolina native and veteran of the War of 1812. He later became a Georgia planter and
represented that state in Congress. His grandson, Duncan Clinch
Heyward, was governor of South Carolina, 1902-1906. For a general
discussion of the causes of this war, see Mark F. Boyd, “The Seminole
War: Its Background and Onset,” Florida Historical Quarterly, XXX
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Charles Lawton gave me- Have become acquainted with Wm.
H. Williams, Mrs. Anderson, Genl. [Joseph M.] Hernandez,
Antonio Alvarez, Mr. Woodruff and some others. All these persons appear to be kind & civil people. Mr. Fontaine with whom
I board is from a short acquaintance, I think, a clever man when
it [is] his interest to be so. I am in a town where I have been
more disagreeably disappointed than I have ever been at any
place whatever. Good society, the grand basis, on which, in
the great proportion of instances, intercourse between man &
man is rendered peculiarly agreeable [can be had] 9 is accessible
to a gentleman-and such as will render a man who can be contented, very agreeably situated. The Society in this place is
good. Mrs. Anderson has two very agreeable daughters, Mrs.
Shaw and Miss William, a singular name for a lady thought I.
I spent the evening at Mrs. Anderson’s-where I had the pleasure of being made acquainted with Gen. Hernandez-I saw one
of his daughters-an agreeable and intelligent young lady. In
passing along through life, I make my remarks upon people, and
put the best construction upon the conduct of man that I possibly can, believing that it is better to lean to the side of charity,
than to be strict in marking the faults of others- I wrote to
Judge O’Neall, to my sister, and home and hope to receive an
answer to each of them shortly-at all events before I leave this
place - Gen. Hernandez says that 1000 pounds of cotton is
a good crop here to the acre. The principal Spanish families
here are almost all related to each other, by affinity or consanguinity.
Feb. 23rd Saw Judge Reed [Reid] today- 10 He is quite
a gentleman. Being in conversation, we fell upon the subject of
Slavery - To show that none but Africans, except Minorcans,
could endure the climate of the southern States he informed me
that New Smyrna, south of this place [,] was settled by Mr.
Turnbull, the ancestor of that family in Charleston - He

(July 1951), 1-115. For a life of Clinch see Aristocrat in Uniform:
General Duncan L. Clinch by Rembert W. Patrick (Gainesville,
1963.)
9. Summer first wrote “can be had,” but then deleted these words.
10. Robert Raymond Reid (1789-1841), was appointed federal judge for
the eastern district of Florida by President Jackson in 1832, and was
territorial governor of Florida, 1839-1841.
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brought Minorcans here, bound to him for 20 years. 11 He kept
them at hard labor. They only could stand the severity of the
climate - The result is a part of the town called Minorca or
Minorcan town - the north [.] Their houses are inferior. I am
going to visit the Fort this evening- Searched the records of
Musquito County court - saw nothing there relating to my business- Such information as I have received, I have already
communicated to Judge O’Neall by letter of yesterday.
Have been at the Fort (Marion it is now called). It is a
strong fortress. 12 Mr. Davis [,] the Keeper of the Prisons [,]
showed me the principal dungeons - the one in which McGirth
[sic] 13 was confined for several years was dark, with the exception of a little light that could penetrate it through a door which
led from another dungeon in which last light was received
through a window from the inside of the fortress. This is in the
South East corner of the fort. The dungeons of the South west
contain the Magazine of the U. S. In the North West there is a
dungeon the light of which is from the door, and perhaps a little from the outer wall. From this there is a dark dungeonthe door to which was closed up until within a few years sinceIt is said in there human bones-or stones resembling those of
man were found. Between this and the North East comer the
Catholic chapel is-or rather it was used for that purpose when
the Spanish had possession- I do not say that such was the
use during the whole time. In the North East corner, there was
a dungeon in which the prisoners were formerly kept, which had
light only from a door leading from another dungeon. A fellow
confined in it found his way out by digging thro’ a wall where
there formerly had been a door, and then between two walls by
scaling the dirt back, he made his way to the top, which he broke
11.

12.

13.

Dr. Andrew Turnbull (c. 1718-1792) brought some 1,400 Minorcans, Greeks, and Italians to New Smyrna in 1768. For details of
this ambitious project, see E. P. Panagopoulos, “Background of the
Greek Settlers in the New Smyrna Colony,” Florida Historical Quarterly, XXXV (October 1956), 95-115. After the collapse of his colony, Turnbull went to Charleston where he practiced medicine until
his death in 1792. See also Carita Doggett, Dr. Andrew Turnbull
and the New Srnyrna Colony of Florida (Jacksonville, 1919).
For a survey of recent research at this fort, see J. C. Harrington,
Albert C. Mauncy, and John M. Goggin, “Archaeological Excavations
in the Courtyard of Castillo de San Marcos, St. Augustine, Florida,”
Florida Historical Quarterly, XXXIV (October 1955), 99-141.
Daniel McGirt, colorful outlaw and leader of a gang of bandits, was
imprisoned at the fort three times between 1784 and 1786.
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through, and escaped. Then further in a door which had been
walled up was discovered which led into another dungeon, in
which I suppose no ray of light had pierced after it was built,
until two years since when it was opened. It is a handsome
place, were not such horrors associated with it. In a room between these and the chapel spoken of above, a well of water was
discovered about 3 years since, which had been covered with
plank, and then the floor made as the rest. Along between the
N. E. & S. E. Corners is the place which was designated for
baking and cooking, for food, &c. How many sighs have been
sobbed in, how many, many groans have been heard by these
walls, how many tears have flowed unseen by man [,] or if
seen [,] unpitied they fell. Enough said.
Feb. 24th Dined out today- Had Garden Peas for Dinner- Spent time agreeably while there- Day cool. Heard
that Oecola [sic] had been killed by his men. 14 Don’t know how
the rumor reached Town, or what credit is to be put in it. Every
body anxious to hear the result of the talk which was to be held
about the 18th instant- Capt. Williamson’s company from
Darlington, stationed here - have been here for some two
weeks- Sentinels are kept out every night and day- They
hope soon to hear the good news that peace is made, and they
discharged.
Feb. 25th Again visited the Fort, in company with Mons.
Tatun, who interpreted to me the Spanish which shows the
Reign and year in which the fort was built. It was built in the
Reign of Fernando VI, King of Spain, in the year 1756. 15 The
Engineer who superintended the construction of the fort was
Don Pedro Brozas Y Garay. Dined out today; met a very interesting old gentleman by name of [Moses E.] Levy-a learned
man. Had an interesting account of the Battle of Dunlawton
from Mr. Woodruff in the evening - 16 He says that Abraham
14. Although never formally chosen chief of his people, Osceola (c.
1800-1838) was the leading personality of the Second Seminole War.
See the Florida Historical Quarterly, XXXIII (January-April 1955),
161-305, for nine comprehensive articles on Osceola.
15. Construction of the fort began in October 1672, and continued for
the next eighty-four years. Its formal completion in 1756, was marked by the erection of a tablet over the entrance to the fort.
16. The Battle of Dunlawton occurred in January 1836, when Seminoles
overpowered some army units and burned “Dunlawton,” a sugar
plantation.
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the Negro has a powerful control over the Seminoles- 17 Conversed on various topics connected with the war. Woodruff knows
many the principal warriors-represents Micanopy as being
very fleshy. 18
Feb. 26th Heard with certainty this morning that there had
been no talk with the Indians-and consequently no treaty made.
The report of Oceola’s [sic] death unfounded. Jessup [sic]
wants horses- 19 Went to the Catholic Church at 10 o’clock,
and saw the ceremonies of that church, which I confess I do not
understand; but the whole of the ceremonies from beginning to
end seem to me unmeaning [sic] - To see a man in the church
cross himself-and when he walks off from the [church] house
stagger with intoxicating drink argues very little for the good
effects of his faith upon that man - I do not condemn the Catholics by the wholesale, but here take occasion to remark that it
would be better for all sects if their conduct accorded better with
the precepts of Christ. The ringing of the little bells, the holding of the Priest’s robe &c. appear singular to me. The sermon
was pretty goodAfter service, I went to where two negroes were, who were
brought in from the island by Capt. [James] Keogh-who pretended to say something about the movement of the Indiansbut nothing very satisfactory can be gathered from their statements - One said that Phillips [sic] [,] a warrior [,] had 400
or 500 warriors on this side of the St. Johns. 20 These negroes
were taken last night by Capt. Keogh, who thinks they may be
spies from the enemy from the manner in which they came up
to the place of his residence on Anastasia Island where he is engaged in working on the Quarry- He took the negroes and
brought them to town this morning- Besides Capt. WilliamSee Kenneth W. Porter, “The Negro Abraham,” Florida Historical
Quarterly, XXV (July 1946), 1-43.
18. Micanopy, the lazy, fat brother-in-law of King Philip, was at this
time titular head of the Seminoles.
19. Thomas S. Jesup (1788-1860), born in what is now West Virginia,
was a veteran of the War of 1812 and earned considerable repute as
a very able quartermaster of the U. S. Army. Except for service in
the Seminole War, Jesup held that post for some forty-two years.
20. King Philip, also known as Emathla, was a brother-in-law of Micanopy. About sixty years of age, he was widely respected among the
Seminoles and was one of the Seminole chiefs who had agreed to
emigrate from Florida. For this, he was later slain in ambush, allegedly by Osceola. See Mark F. Boyd, “The Seminole War: Its
Background and Onset,” Florida Historical Quarterly, XXX (July
1951), 56.

17.
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son’s company from Darlington, Capt. [James L.] Brown’s from
Georgetown & Williamsburgh [sic] is also stationed here. They
are very impatient here [and] would be glad to have something
to do or be discharged.
Walked with Judge Reed [sic] to his cottage out of town,
his daughter, Miss Reid [,] & Mrs. Black, and Dr. Miles and
Mr. Dancy were in company. It was agreeable- Crossed the
Bridge over the River Sebastian where I saw some live Crabsthe first living I ever saw. A goodly number of oysters are taken
at that bridge- In the evening I attended the examination of
Ellick [Alick], one of the negroes above spoken of. It was conducted by Judge Reid- Instead of the 400 Indians being on
this side of the St. Johns, Ellick stated that he saw that number
of Indians last fall west of St. Johns under the command of
Philip, a chief. He worked but little while amongst the Indians - His narration was somewhat interesting. I did not attend the examination of Stephen, the other negro. The negroes
belong [to] Genl. Joseph A. Hernandez27th The morning was pleasant. The S. S. Mills left this
morning with a fine wind - day cloudy some hours & sometimes
fair - showery - Evening cool- Heard that Maj. Kirby had
written that he had strong hopes that the war would soon be
terminated - 21
28th The last day of this month - cool today [,] wore my
cloak in the morning-thought of home and the charms that
are there-hope in one month to be there, and see all my friends
in good health. I have, since I have been here, become acquainted with Mr. Woodruff, who lived at Spring Garden - 22
He was in the battle of Dunlawton, fought at Mrs. Anderson’s
place. He has told me a good deal of the Indians and skirmishes.
Today heard the particulars of John Caesar’s being killedCaesar was a negro - and had seven or eight others with him.
Capt. [John M.] H anson’s company went out, come in contack
[sic] with them-fired on them-killed three and took the guns
21. Major Edmund Kirby, a veteran of the War of 1812, had been chief
of staff to General Winfield Scott. He later served in the Mexican
War.
22. A Major Henry Woodruff of Spring Garden was killed by Indians in
January 1836. See Jacob Rhette Motte, Journey Into Wilderness: An
Army Surgeon’s Account of Life in Camp and Field During the Creek
and Seminole Wars, 1836-1838, edited by James F. Sunderman
(Gainesville, 1953), 292. This man was apparently a relative of the
deceased.
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and clothes of the others who have never made their appearance
amongst the Indians. Maj. Kirby stated in this letter, and I was
informed, that the Indians were coming in & that from that circumstance, he came to the conclusion mentioned above.
Reflections on the Evening of the 28th. I have just returned
from a walk on the beach. I have seen some splendid mansions
in decay, which had heretofore escaped my notice. What has
caused the melancholy ruins which stand in this place? Has desolation’s blighting curse fallen upon this town, to wither and
destroy! The walls of ruin stand next to the dwelling of man.
What a contrast! The walls built of a rock formed of shells look
melancholy- There is nothing which presents a gay appearance
since the Orange Groves have been killed. I hesitate not in saying that in my opinion St. Augustine will never rise above what
it now is. The river St. Johns lies west and will always afford
good navigation and the produce of whatever kind made on that
stream will be freighted to Charleston. This is the situation of
St. Augustine as I saw it on the last day of February 1837.
March 1st Morning cool-day pleasant. Saw Leutent [sic]
Singletary & Leut. [sic] [Thomas R.] Greer, the last sick-but
getting better as he thinks. I walked beyond the Fort and looked
at Sergeant Williams [’] grave over which there is a slab on
which is the following inscription, “In Memory of Orderly Sergeant John Williams of D. Company, 1st Artly [sic] who was
shot while in performance of his duty by private Saml. WrightThis stone is erected as testimony of their esteem by the soldiers
of his company.” I counted full graves to the number of 25:
they died perhaps without a tear of regret shed over their final
bones as they were incorporated with their parent dust- No news
from the army.
March 2nd One month ago I left Newberry Ct [.] Ho. Since
that my thoughts have often reverted to home. The morning is
quite pleasant. The peach tree near my window is shedding its
blooms & putting forth leaves-some of which are nearly half
grown. Received from Mr. J. Rodman a translation of the French
Commercial Code, translated by himself, presented to me by
him. He also presented me for perusal two pieces written by
himself with translations of two Letters from distinguished gentlemen, relating to the wonderful effects of the “Curative Medicine” of Le Roy, a physician of France. Le Roy’s work first ap-
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peared about 1818 as well as I remember, though he had practiced upon this plan with brilliant success, for many years previous to the appearance of his Book on Curative Medicine. The
Medicine is highly recommended, and has been ably vindicated
from the imputation of Quackery- Such is the information I
gather from these papers. Some of the medical Faculty instituted suits against him (as many as four or five) for quackery:
but in every instance he was gloriously triumphant over his opponents; and, if his medicine be such as it is represented to be,
he is worthy of a grand and increasing fame, as time moves on
his steady and unaltered course. The morning was cool-toward
the afternoon it began to cloud: and in the evening it was quite
cloudy and cool. This evening walked with Capt. W. around the
outside of town to where pine poles had been driven into the mote
[sic], and where turf had been thrown up-walked the whole
length of the mote which extends from the Fort to the Sebastian
River. There is [a] gate through the mote about 300 yards from
the fort - A sentinel is stationed there. Over the mote is a bridge
-beyond which is the graveyard. It is locked. Some handsome
tombstones, and monuments of the dead are there.
March 3rd Morning Rainy. By the mail which left here
yesterday morning I wrote to Judge O’Neall & to my sister at
Newberry Ct [.] Ho [.] - & to my father. I hope to receive information from home (including Newberry & my father) this evening- It has been cloudy and rainy the whole day- The sun
has not shone out at all- Today I learned that a youth, not
more than eighteen years old [,] robbed one of the South Carolina soldiers, near the market. He went up to the So. Ca. soldier & presented a pistol to his breast, and had a Sword drawn,
and told him that if he did not give up his money he would kill
him- And he robbed him on the spot, searching his pockets,
and taking his money from him- This I have been informed
is not his first step in crime. Nothing has been done with him
as yet-as far as my information extends- I saw this afternoon
several South Carolinians going down town who appeared to be
in a riotous condition, to accomplish some object. It was said
they were going down to the barracks being offinded [sic] with
some of the Regulars.
March 4th Last night rainy- The South Carolina soldiers
did nothing in the matter referred to above. The youth above
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mentioned was tarred & feathered, after his head was shavedToday rainy - wind high - Have heard by express that Jumper
[,] Alligator & Micanopy had come in to Jessup’s [sic] camp,
and had left hostages to the number of ten. 23 Oceola [sic] &
Philip not heard from. This day is the last given by Jessup for
the Indians to treatVan Buren is inaugurated President of U. S. today- If his
administration be as subject to storms as this day here is, it will
be tossed powerfully by the opposition. Heard that the youth
who had stolen was whipped at the Fort by one of the South
Carolina Soldiers March 5 [th] Day fair and cool- Had an excellent dinner
-a fine Turkey-a fine pudding and finished the whole by
drinking Champaigne [sic] wine. Messrs. Alvarez & Capt. Whalton dined with us- After dinner put letters in the Post Office
-and thence went to the Catholic Church-heard the full
toned organ - beautiful - Did not hear from home by last mail.
Nothing of importance transpired todayMarch 6th The morning very beautiful, at Noon somewhat
cloudy. This morning as well as yesterday morning, the Drummer & Fifer of the Regulars marched through town playing
marshal [sic] music. This they have done almost every morning
since I have been here. It is truly inspiriting [sic] to hear the
music of the free floating on the air. Some of the militia of this
place start to Matanzas this afternoon in boats - the Cavalry go
down between the St. Johns and the Matanzas River[s]. I hope
to receive some information by letter from home as I have as yet
heard nothing. Not a word, not the scrape of a pen have I received. The youth (Robert Bassakere) alluded to before has
been robbing - even the man who took pity on him & took him
home was robbed by him after the tarring & feathering. He
robbed a drunken man too. Unless his course is checked, he
will become a hardened wretch who will be stupendous in
crime - No letters received.
March 7th Morning tolerably pleasant- The day was
agreeable. In the afternoon visited the Seawall & fort-took a
shot with a pistol at a mark- after having been with Capt. Williamson & Leiut. [sic] [John F. D.] Britton. Leiut. [sic] Greer
23. Jumper, confidant of Micanopy, was a lean six-foot warrior full of
craft and cunning. Alligator was an intelligent chief who surrendered in 1838, and migrated to Arkansas.
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shortly after came up- We took a stroll through town- As we
passed Mrs. Whitehurst’s, Col. Durant come into our companyWe continued our walk. Went by the Barracks - returned to
Livingstone’s [sic] - 24 here an amusing scene occurred - One
of the volunteers wanted to fight another [,] pulled off his coat,
and as he was staggering against his opponent, two men came
on, on horseback-and the pony of one of them being frightened at the queer actions of our drunken cavalier, ran against
him. This changed his anger against the man on the ponyHe caught the skirt of the gentleman’s coat-but was got off by
the officers - who told him it was an accident. “Yes,” says he,
[“] an accident done on purpose - I’ll knock up some of these
trotters here yet,” uttering several oaths and repeating odd expressions. This day two weeks since I arrived here and am anxious to return. Became acquainted with Judge Gould.
March 8th Morning cloudy; day through out partially so.
The Schooner S. S. Mills appeared off the bar about 9 or 10
o’clock: but could not cross the bar. I understand that the So
[.] Ca [.] Soldiers are to leave here to go South when the Mills
gets in. Genl. Hernandez proposed to Capt. Williamson that the
companies (his & Capt. Brown’s) stationed here should be disbanded, and then enlist for six months. Capt. W. will not do this.
Gen [.] H. might station them in the vicinity of his plantation,
and by the protection afforded by the So [.] Ca [.] soldiers, his
negroes might make a crop. This is what Capt. W. told me &
the remarks he madeMarch 9th Morning fair, beautiful & pleasant. Nothing
heard of late from the Indians except what is stated above. Today the Mills got into the harbour- As I walked down to the
wharf where she lay, the clouds appeared to threaten rain; and
for a short time everything was obscured by a mist, seemingly
about to rain instantaneously. In about 10 minutes the atmosphere was cleared of the mist, and the sun shone faintly
[through] clouds, everything having much the appearance as
before the mist. This was between 2 and 3 o’clock P. M. I learn
that Jessup [sic] has extended the time for the Indians to come in.
March 10th Morning cool - wind from the North &
cloudy. Today at one o’clock, the funeral possession [sic] attending the body of Leiut. [sic] McKay of the U. S. army who was
24. Summer refers to William Levingston, proprietor of the City Hotel.
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drowned about 2 months since, passed the barracks to the Grave
yard- Muffled Drum & Fife- Oh how hard it is, how striking to my mind, does it bring to memory the melancholy fate
of my brothers - dear, affectionate brothers, who are done with
this world and its cares, and now rest upon a happier shore,
where distress, and sorrow can never enter. They died in this
Territory at Tampa Bay, far from Home, no relation’s care, no
mother’s arms on which their languishing head might pillowthey sunk into the arms of death, and there their toils in this
feverish state of existence terminated. We shall all meet again
[,] dear brothers, in our Father’s house above where there will
be no more sorrow, nor grief, nor crying, and all tears shall be
wiped away from off all faces: and in happiness which will
never change nor terminate we shall repose forever, secure under the protection of Almighty God.
There was also another funeral this afternoon- A young
lady departed this life on yesterday. We are all as water spilled
upon the ground which cannot be gathered up.
March 11th Morning cool: but fair- Wind from the
North- The Mills cannot get off today- Just received a letter from Newberry, dated 27th Feb. ’37. From it I learn that
Mr. Pratt had died since I left. This is the only letter I have
yet received from any person in Carolina since I left.
I have heard it stated in town that the Indians are coming
into Jessup’s [sic] camp. But how long it will be before information which can be depended on will reach here it is impossible to say. It seems to be the general impression that the war
will soon be terminated- Also heard that Gen. Jessup [sic]
had retracted all that he had said against Gen. [Winfield] Scott
as regards the conduct of the latter during his campaign in Florida. I suppose he has discovered that the Seminoles are not so
contemptible an enemy as he had thought they were.
I hope that the Mills will soon get a fair wind for Charleston.
March 12th Have not been at Church today. Have heard
that Gen. Jessup [sic] has commanded active operations against
the Indians in as much as they had not come in. Just as I was
penning the above, another funeral procession from the Barracks,
with muffled Drum and Fife passed on to the Grave yard. The
wound was opened afresh in my lacerated bosom as the fact was
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forcibly brought to my mind how soon after each other, my brothers were taken away from this world. I can never forget my dear
brothers. They have done with the cares, and turmoils and perplexities of the world. Wean my affections from all earthly objects, Oh God, and place them upon those pleasures which flow
from thy right hand. Both my brothers were buried with military honours.
Nothing has been heard with certainty as to the issue of the
war. Today the mate of the S. S. Mills was put in prison by the
Captain for some misconduct I know not what. The mate’s name
is Day: he says he is related to Day the celebrated Blacking manufacturer of London.
March 13th Today put my baggage on the Schooner Mills
- w h i c h d i d n o t s a i l - Heard that the Indians were making
propositions of peace-that Micanopy, Jumper, Alligator & Abraham were in Jessup’s [sic] camp: and said that they would have
their Indians collected, in order to remove, at Tampa Bay by the
10th May. (It possibly could have been April.) Court met & sat
today.
March 14th I write on board the Mills - The news above
currently reported in town this morning- Nothing very certain
as to the truth of the report so far as I have heard- Received
no letters last night. The Mills will hardly sail today. I shall
attend the Court perhaps today. This afternoon attended the
funeral of one of So [.] Ca [.] volunteers - during which time
it rained very hard- The soldiers of Capt. Brown’s company
marched with reversed arms- Drums muffled & the fife playing
that mournful requiem over a soldier- When the procession
arrived at the grave (which was just north of the Fort) the
company to which he belonged (Capt. Brown’s), after the coffin
was let down, fired at the command of their Captain, three
rounds of musketry-the two first, over the grave, and the last,
after the company had advanced, was fired into the grave. Thus
he reposes, far from home in the coldness of death. 25 I need
not say what emotions I felt in my bosom on this occasion since
they must be known to those acquainted with the melancholy &
heart-rending fate of my brothers25. This was the funeral of William Alexander Calhoun of Georgetown
District, South Carolina, who died on the thirteenth. His obituary
appears in the Charleston Courier, March 21, 1837.

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol43/iss4/1

68

Society: Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 43, Issue 4
A S. C. LAWYER V ISITS S T . A UGUSTINE - 1837

377

No further news from the war. The day rainy.
March 15th I do not know whether we shall get off todayWind ahead- I am anxious to be on my way homeward. From
several letters received in town today the cheering information
has been brought here that peace is made between Gen. Jessup
[sic] & the Indians. The treaty was signed on the 6th Instant.
The Indians are to assemble at Tampa Bay by the 10th April
prepared to remove to the West. All the chiefs are said to have
come in except Oceola [sic]. they [sic] promised to bring Oceola
[sic] in by that time, if he will not surrender. This information it
seems can be relied on,
March 16th Wind ahead- No prospect of sailing todayI shall be content now, however anxious to be to go, to remain
till Saturday the 18th.
I might as well make a memorandum of some curious
things - There is a small man here about three feet four or
five inches high - apparently aged - He walks on crutchesHis voice is fine & coarse mixed- He has been married twice.
His name is Barker. Mr. Jenks is a huge mass of flesh. The
largest man I have ever seen - would weigh I suppose about 400
pounds. I saw a negro whose legs were off just below the kneesHe went on crutches - the stumps of his legs being on the
ground - Also a man whose knee (right) is stiff and the joint
crooked. These are some of the remarkable things I have seen
in Augustine, which bye the bye is an extremely dull place. Attended court today & heard an able argument from Mr. Douglas
[,] the District attorney-on the point whether a prisoner would
be triable, if an indictment were quashed after trial & verdict &
before the rendition of judgment, when the motion to set aside
the verdict for informality in the indictment, originated from
the prisoner’s counsel: he having filed a demurrer to the second indictment and plead former conviction . . . is difficult to
determine which will be relied - 26 Mr. Drysdale’s reply tomorrow - Andrew, a negro owned by Mr. Gue, was taken last
night, and today was introduced into court & sworn & sent before the grand jury- His testimony will doubtless criminate [sic]
some of the free negroes of this place. 27
26. Summer has deleted some words here, and the sense of the original
is not clear.
27. Andrew, a runaway, had joined the Indians and had been active with
John Caesar and other renegades.
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March 17th Wind still ahead. The morning more pleasant
than yesterday- No prospect of sailing today. I hope I may receive some letters this evening by mail- This evening received
a letter from home dated 7th instant- Was in Court today &
heard a part of Drysdale’s argument-ingenious and well managed. Jessup [sic], it is reported, has given orders that no man
claiming negroes shall for some time yet come into his camp. This
may be done to prevent any obstructions to the fulfillment of the
Treaty.
March 18th Wind fair-there may be too much water on
the Bar to cross today: but I hope we may get off. At 10 o’clock
this morning we sailed and just as we were on the point of sailing we heard that Picolata on the St. Johns River 18 miles from
St. Augustine had been attacked the night before by the Indians
and that they had taken a few horses from the garrison-Capt.
Hanson’s company was preparing to leave for the purpose of
scouring the country between St. Augustine and St. JohnsWe crossed the bar in fine style, and I had the pleasure of being
most gloriously seasick that day.
19th March Sunday - made not much progress - day passed
off agreeably 20 [th] March- Nothing remarkable during this day - in
the evening at 8 o’clock landed at Charleston - & Stopped at
Shelton & Cook’s Hotel in King St. Saw several friends from
Newberry. 28
22nd Remained in Charleston. Saw Dr. Andrews todaybecame acquainted with Dr. Semple & Dr. McKay- Visited
friend D. Cooke this evening.
23rd Left Charleston this morning on the rail road to
Branchville-at Branchville took the Stage to Columbia-where
I arrived at 1 /2 past 4 o’clock in the morning24th Reached my father’s that afternoon & Staed [sic] all
night.
25th March Arrived at Newberry Court House today-and
found my friends generally well- Mumps prevalent. I hope I
may escape.
28. The Charleston Courier, March 21, 1837, noted the arrival of the
following passengers on the Mills: “Col. W. W. Lurant and lady, S.
Northrup, lady and child, S. Andrews, H. Summer, J. J. Hedrick,
V. Sanchez.” Captain Southwick also brought a copy of the St. Augustine Florida Herald, March 15, 1837, a letter from the Courier’s
correspondent, and news of the recent attack which Summer mentions. Southwick told the Courier that he learned of this outbreak
just before sailing and that “a bugle was sounding as the Mills was
leaving the harbor. . . .”
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THE EDITOR’S CORNER
Notes and Documents
* * * *
A Plan to Homestead Freedmen in Florida in 1866
Edited by F. B RUCE ROSEN
of the Civil War, a number of plans
were presented for the colonization of freedmen. 1 Of particular interest to Floridians is one suggested to Maior General
Oliver Otis Howard, commissioner of the Bureau of Refugees,
Freedmen and Abandoned Lands, by the assistant commissioner
of the Bureau for Florida, Brevet Colonel Thomas W. Osborn.
Colonel Osborn was originally appointed assistant commissioner of Alabama, but because of an accident which would not allow
him to take up his duties on time he was reassigned to Florida.
Osborn was only thirty years of age at the time of his Florida assignment and was a particular favorite of Commissioner Howard,
having served as his chief of artillery at Gettysburg. 2 After serving as Florida bureau chief for less than a year, Osborn settled
in Tallahassee, where he practiced law and began playing an
active role in Florida politics. 3
Colonel Osborn was a man of considerable insight who worked well with both the military and the elected state officials. If
any criticism can be leveled at him, it is that he subjugated himself to the military and made the bureau a branch of the federal
forces in Florida which were then commanded by General J. G.
T THE CONCLUSION

1. George R. Bentley, A History of the Freedmen’s Bureau (Philadelphia, 1955) 97; O. O. Howard, Autobiography of General Oliver
Otis Howard, 2 vols. (New York, 1907), II, 229-44, 281.
2. Biographical Directory of the American Congress: 1774-1961
( W a s h i n g t o n , 1 9 6 1 ) , 1 4 1 0 ; B e n t I e y , H i s t o r y o f t h e F r e e d m e n ’s
Bureau, 60; Howard, Autobiography, II, 218.
3. Biographical Directory of the American Congress, 1410; William
Watson Davis, The Civil War and Reconstruction in Florida (New
York, 1913), 380-81.
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Foster. 4 Power conflicts were few and appear in most instances
to have been settled amicably between Osborn and Provisional
Governor William Marvin and, later, Governor David S. Walker. 5
The following plan, proposed in a letter from Osborn to
Howard, shows both Osborn’s grasp of the potential of Florida
and his careful administrative planning.

Office Assistant Commissioner
Bureau Refugees Freedmen and Abandoned Land
Tallahassee, Fla. January 1, 1866 6
Howard Maj. Gen. O. O.
Commissioner B.R.F.&A.L.
General:
I would respectfully call your attention to a plan of colonization for the freedpeople, in southern Florida to which I have
given consideration. I think if it is the intention to colonize these
people, a thoroughly organized method of proceeding and one of
sufficient capacity to meet all the requirements that may arise,
especially that of determining their capacity for education and
eventually self-government, would be much better than to set off
a comparatively small portion of territory for this purpose.
Let me propose a plan for your consideration. The United
States shall purchase of Florida that portion south of the 28th
parallel of latitude, which will include the counties of Hillsboro
[sic], Brevard, Manatee, Munroe [sic], Dade and Polk (a new
4. Bentley, History of the Freedmen’s Bureau, 129.
5. This is the judgment of Bentley, History of the Freedmen’s Bureau,
129. It is not shared by Davis, Civil War and Reconstruction in
Florida, 405, who says, “The state government and the Bureau were
in conflict before the end of the first sixty days of the reorganized
The Tallahassee Semi-Weekly Floridian,
government’s existence.”
May 25, 1866, seems to support Bentley’s interpretation. See also
David S. Walker to Osborn, May 11, 1866. Letters received, Assistant Commissioner, September 15, 1865 to September 21, 1866, in
Records of the Bureau of Refugees, Freedmen and Abandoned Lands,
Florida, National Archives. (Microfilm of original in the P. K. Yonge
Library of Florida History, Gainesville).
6. Osborn to Howard, January 1, 1866. Letters sent of Assistant Commissioner, September 15, 1865 to September 21, 1866, in Records
of the Bureau of Refugees, Freedmen and Abandoned Lands, Florida,
National Archives. (Microfilm of original in the P. K. Yonge Library
of Florida History, Gainesville.) Cited hereafter as Bureau Records.
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county between Hillsboro and Brevard) and give it a territorial
organization and government. The lands shall then be held exclusively for homesteads for freedpeople. 7
This territory has about 600 townships, (21,600 sq. miles),
after deducting the several harbors, bays, lakes, swamps and
everglades, will have about 400 townships (14,400 sq. miles)
fit for pre-emption by actual settlers. Perhaps a little more. I
think no less. The climate is tropical, frost seldom appearing
below Tampa never at Cape Sable, and the whole territory is well
adapted to the culture of nearly all the tropical fruits and the
productions of the West Indies. The coast has several good harbors. Tampa Charlotte Harbor, Bahia Ponce de Leon, White
Water Bay, Key Biscayne Bay, Jubilee [sic] Inlet, 8 Indian River
and the lesser Harbors in abundance. The St. Johns River is
navigable to Lake Washington which would afford this territory
water transportation northward. The Indian River and the Kissimmee River are navigable. Lake Okee-cho-bee has a surface of
thirty miles by forty miles. The soil of this country is productive, the timber is very valuable and the coast of this territory
abounds in fisheries not surpassed by any in the world. The
great cattle herds of the State are in this territory, and the cattle
now feeding there are estimated at a half-million. 9 By cultivation
this territory, I am led to believe might be made one of the most,
if not the most, valuable of any tract in the U. States of the same
7. The Freedmen’s Bureau bill of January 1866 included a provision
for the reservation of 3,000,000 acres of land in the southern states
for homesteading freedmen. It was vetoed by President Johnson and
Congress was unable to secure the necessary vote to override the veto.
On July 16, 1866, a new bureau bill was passed into law over the
presidential veto. See Howard, Autobiography, II, 281-82. About
this same time, the Southern Homestead Act of June 1866 became
law. The more than three thousand homesteads taken up in Florida
under this act led to a heavy increase in Florida’s Negro population.
Bentley, History of the Freedmen’s Bureau, 134, 144-46; Davis, Civil
War and Reconstruction in Florida, 451.
8. Probably Jupiter Inlet.
9. In 1860, all livestock in Florida totalled 714,316 animals valued at
$5,553,356 of which only 388,060 were cattle. U.S. Bureau of
Census, Eighth Census of the U.S.: 1860, Agriculture (Washington,
1864) , 18-19. By 1870, the number of animals for the entire state
had declined to 597,159 valued at $5,212,157. Of this number only
390,915 were cattle. In the counties proposed to be reserved for
freedmen there were only 16,449 cattle in 1870 out of a total of livestock in the six counties of 190,683 animals valued at $1,019,657.
U.S. Bureau of Census, Ninth Census of the U.S.: 1870, Agriculture
(Washington, 1874), 116-17.
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number of acres. From all that I have been able to learn since
I have been in the State, I do not think I overestimate the value
of this country, and the U.S. at large demands that it should be
developed as the tropical fruit growing region of the country.
My views are that each head of family should be allowed to
have by settling it, as provided in the Homestead Bill, eighty acres
of land, that each township when opened for settlement, shall
be settled before another is allowed to be opened, except such
land as is unfitted for cultivation.
By adopting this method the territory would be settled as we
go and prevent the settler from occupying more than 80 acres.
It would be much better to provide against the settlers selling
the lands then settled in less than ten years. There are many
reasons for this, among which are to provide a permanent home
for these people, until they have learned the value and responsibilities of being property holders, to make society permanent,
to give time to educate them to self-government, to give the children the quiet of society necessary for education, to counteract the
tendency of the freedmen from accumulating about the towns
etc. 10 The provisions of the Homestead Bill, otherwise than the
amount of land given the settlers and the number of years he is
to occupy it before acquiring a full title, are sufficient. By this
method of settlement we would get on a section of 640 acres
8 families, in a township, 288 families and upon the 400 townships 115,200 families, with five members to each family we
should have 575,000 people. I give these figures to show the
capacity of the country and give each family a home of 80 acres.
This perhaps is more territory than is requisite for this purpose. But on the other hand it would be ample to make a home
for all the surplus freedpeople in all the states. By this system
of colonization the surplus colored people from all cities, towns
and planting communities could be easily provided with homes
and the Districts where they now are, be in many cases relieved
of a great incumbrance.
If the territorial government is made wholesome and firm
10.

Upon first hearing they were free, many freedmen left the plantations
either to follow the army or to congregate in the cities where from
time to time they held mass meetings and caused serious disturbances. Ralph L. Peek, “Lawlessness and the Restoration of Order in
Florida, 1868-1871” (unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of
Florida, 1964), 37-40.

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol43/iss4/1

74

Society: Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 43, Issue 4
T HE E DITOR ’S C ORNER

383

I do not think the colony would be burdensome or expensive to
the United States. The revenue from such a colony when developed will be great.
I think if there is an earnest intention on the part of Congress to make a trial of colonization it would be far preferable
to purchase the territory and give it a government under the
direct supervision of the General Government.
It is not to be expected that any southern state will deal justly in her legislation toward any colony of freedmen sent upon
its territory under the supervision of the U.S. I am sure if attempted it will result in disappointment. This state has an abhorrence of the idea of a colony of negroes within its limits.
I am General
Very Respectfully
Your obt. servt.
T. W. Osborn
Colonel and Asst. Com.
Bureau R. F. and A. L.
Office Assistant Commissioner
Bureau Refugees, Freedmen and Abandoned Lands
Tallahassee, Fla. January 1, 1866 11
Howard Maj. Gen. O. O.
Commissioner B.R.F.&A.L.
General:
I respectfully submit the following summary of the plan
proposed for colonizing freedmen in the accompanying letter, to
be.
The United States to purchase of Florida that portion of
I.
the territory south of the 28 degree of latitude.
To organize it into a territory and give it a territorial form
II.
of Government.
III. To provide for its being settled by Freedmen each head of
a family to have 80 acres, and none but freedmen to be allowed
to purchase lands or pre-empt them in this territory.
IV. This whole territory has about 600 townships (21,600 sq.
miles), exclusive of Rivers, Lakes and swamps, there are 400
11. Osborn to Howard, January 1, 1866, Bureau Records.
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townships (14,400 sq. miles), or about 9,000,000 acres of lands
fit for settlement. This would settle 115,000 families each with
a homestead of 80 acres.
I am General
Very Respectfully
Your obt. servt.
T. W. Osborn
Colonel and Asst. Com.
Bureau R. F. and A. L.
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Reproduced from Woodbury Lowery, The Spanish Settlements within
the Present Limits of the United States. Florida, 1562-1574 (New York
& London: G. P. Putnam’s Sons, 1905).

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol43/iss4/1

78

Society: Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 43, Issue 4

OBSERVATIONS ON THE ORIGIN AND DATE OF
A SEVENTEENTH-CENTURY FLORIDA MAP
by R ON L. S ECKINGER
WOODBURY LOWERY ’S The Spanish Settlements within the
Present Limits of the United States. Florida, 1562-1574
(1905 edition), there is a map with an inscription which reads,
“Map of the coast of Florida, in which region is the Laguna
Maymi and where the fort is to be made.” 1 A cloverleaf drawn
on the map indicates the site of a projected fort at the Bocas
de Miguel Mora, an unidentified location on the southeastern
coast of the peninsula. The map, as well as contemporary Spanish documents, indicates that the place called the Bocas was
along the southeast coast of Florida, probably near Biscayne Bay.
Lowery tentatively dates this map 1595-1600 on the basis
of a certain Juan de Posada, who arrived in Florida in 1586,
and who wrote an undated letter to the king of Spain in which
he recommended the construction of a new defense post at the
Cabeza de Martires (still another site identified with the Biscayne
Bay area). Juan Maldonado, nephew of the governor of Cuba,
made a reconnaissance of the Florida coast in 1595. In his
derrotero (nautical description), Maldonado mentioned Jega
(often called Jeaga or Gega) and the Bocas de Miguel Mora.
This document, according to Lowery, is the first in which these
names appear. Lowery concludes:
N

In view of the fact that Posada was probably in Florida
at the time of Maldonado’s return from his expedition; that
the location given the fort on the map corresponds with the
description in the “Derrotero”; that these particular legends
are identical in both map and “Derrotero,” and that the
script used on the map and in the endorsed title is of the
period in which his letter was written, it is not at all improbable that the map formed part of Posada’s letter. 2
1. Woodbury Lowery, The Spanish Settlements within the Present Limits
of the United States. Florida, 1562-1574 (New York, 1905). The
map faces page 386.
2. Ibid., 465-66. The entire section dealing with this map appears also
in Woodbury Lowery, A Descriptive List of Maps of the Spanish Possessions within the Present Limits of the United States, 1502-1820
(Washington, 1912), 100-01.
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Lowery’s evidence is tenuous at best and assumes a connection between two apparently unrelated documents. In the first
place, Posada did not mention a map or the Bocas de Miguel
Mora in his letter, and Maldonado’s derrotero apparently made
no reference to a fort on the lower east coast. Secondly, Lowery’s
“fact” that Posada was “probably” still in Florida in 1595 is
merely supposition on his part. Evidence indicates that the map
was actually prepared in 1604, in connection with explorations
in the interior of the peninsula. A royal cedula of September 23,
1603, ordered Governor Pedro de Ibarra to pursue the exploration of the Rio San Mateo (St. Johns River) and to find out if
that waterway emerged on the gulf coast. 3 This command reflects Spain’s hope of discovering an inland waterway so that the
hazards of the Bahama Channel might be circumvented. It was
believed that an inland passage could be effected by way of the
Laguna Maymi (Lake Okeechobee), since an earlier expedition
had reported that the Rio San Mateo originated in the lake. If
another river connected the lake and the gulf coast, an alternate
and less hazardous route for the treasure fleets would then be
available.
In January 1604, Governor Ibarra found an opportunity to
comply with the cedula while accomplishing another mission at
the same time. Rumors of Spaniards being held prisoner by
Indians at the Bay of Carlos (Charlotte Harbor) prompted him
to dispatch an investigating party of twenty infantrymen, led by
Captain Francisco Fernandez de Ecija. The governor ordered
Ecija to search for the inland waterway after freeing the prisoners. The party proceeded to Carlos in a launch and apparently
returned to St. Augustine by April. 4 Although Ecija found no
Spanish prisoners, the secondary purpose of his mission was fruitful, for he discovered two rivers which flowed from the Laguna
Miami to the Bay of Carlos. Later that year, Ecija took another
“El Rey a Po de ybarra g o r de la florida. Con lo q rresulta de Vna
carta de su antecesor,” Valladolid, September 23, 1603; in Spain,
Archivo General de Indias, Sevilla, “Registros: Reales ordenes y nombramtos dirigidos a autoridades y particulares de la Florida, 15701604,” AGI 86-5-19 (often cited as Cedulario de la Florida), typed
transcript in the P. K. Yonge Library of Florida History, Gainesville,
355-56.
Pedro de Ibarra to de king, St. Augustine, April 12, 1604, AGI
54-5-9/49, photostat in the John B. Stetson Collection of Spanish
Records, P. K. Yonge Library of Florida History, Gainesville. Cited
hereafter as Stetson Collection.
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exploring party from the territory of Ais, along the Indian River,
and found that the headwaters of the Rio San Mateo were not in
the Laguna Maymi, but rather were in a swamp. His report that
no river connected the lake with the east coast crushed Spain’s
hopes for an inland passage. 5
Upon submitting Ecija’s report to the king in February 1605,
Ibarra enclosed a map showing the river and the lake, as well
as the Bay of Carlos and the coast of Florida:
. . . on the same map I show a spot where I think Your Majesty has been advised from many quarters that it is important to your royal service that a fort be built, where there
would be one hundred men. It is in the same Bocas de
Miguel Mora, from whence they would be able to provide
shelter and assistance, in order that there might not perish
as many people as are lost there when their ships cross the
mouth of the Bahama Channel. 6
Thus, Ibarra made specific reference to a map which indicated the suggested location of a fort to be constructed at the
Bocas de Miguel Mora. Although absolute proof is lacking, it
seems likely that the map described by Ibarra and the one which
Lowery attributes to Posada are the same. The map was presumably a direct result of the Ecija expeditions, and it was likely drafted in the autumn of 1604, and certainly no later than
January 1605.

5 . Ibarra to the king, St. Augustine, February 10, 1605, AGI 54-5-9, in
“T h e S p a n i s h S e t t l e m e n t s w i t h i n t h e P r e s e n t L i m i t s o f t h e U n i t e d
States. Florida,” unpublished manuscripts in the Woodbury Lowery
Collection, vol. V. The Lowery Collection is in the Library of Congress and microfilm copies are available in the P. K. Yonge Library
of Florida History, Ganiesville.
6. I b i d . T h e g o v e r n o r m e n t i o n e d t h e f o r t a n d t h e m a p i n t w o o t h e r
letters. taken from the Stetson Collection: Ibarra to the king. St.
Augustine, May 13, 1605, AC1 54-5-9/60; and Ibarra to the king
(council of the Indies summary), July 10, 1605, in ‘‘Tanto de las
diligencias que se hicieron Para atraer a la ouediencia de su magd las
Provjas. de Sorruque y Aiz. de la banda del Sur destas Provincias.
ano de 1605,” AGI 54-5-9/61.
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BOOK REVIEWS
Rebel Bishop: The Life and Era of Augustin Verot. By Father
Michael V. Gannon. (Milwaukee: Bruce Publishing Company, 1964. xvii, 267 pp. Foreword, illustrations, index.
$4.95.)
This is a definitive, sprightly, well-written, and scholarly biography of Augustin Verot, first bishop of St. Augustine. Verot
was born in Le Puy, a modest town in south central France,
noted principally for its lace and the cathedral of Notre-Dame
du Puy, on May 23, 1805. He was the son of Magdeleine
Marcet and Jean-Pierre Augustin Marcellin Verot, a lacemaker.
According to the baptismal customs of the times, he was christened with his father’s full name (although the officiating priest
mistakenly recorded it as “Veron.”)
The author has succeeded in bringing the most famous Catholic cleric of the Confederacy to life: “. . . the embodiment of
humility and meekness, without a particle of human vanity or
ostentation. . . . In height . . . about five feet . . . blue eyes and
fair complexion. . . .” - (A truly startling reincarnation might be
found today in the person of Florida’s and St Leo’s beloved Fader
Jerome!) He has also given an accolade to the high standards of
Catholic education of a century ago. Bishop Verot matriculated
in grammar and the classics from the Basilian college at Annonay,
France, and entered the ecclesiastical seminary of Issy at the age
of sixteen. Upon arriving in Baltimore, Maryland, nine years
later, he was appointed professor of mathematics at St. Mary’s
College. He also taught minerology, zoology, geology, and geometry. Later, he added chemistry and astronomy to his curriculum. Verot was never very happy with his situation at St.
Mary’s, as his correspondence with his Sulpician superiors in
Paris amply demonstrates. He complained about the local Sulpician superior, Father Louis Regis Deluol, whom he described
as “completely incapable of being superior of this house,” about
his colleagues, the college, and about proctoring - “which he
detested.” His pungent letters finally brought results. On April
[ 388 ]
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25, 1858, Verot was raised to the dignity of titular Bishop of
Danaba, in partibus infidelium, and Vicar Apostolic of Florida.
On May 22 he left for Florida, and eight days later his ship
arrived at St. Augustine.
An ardent champion of the South, his sermon of January 4,
1861, was distributed as a Confederate tract, winning him in
the North the opprobrium of a “rebel bishop.” Yet, later during
the war he lived one of the truly great Christian chapters of the
epic struggle when he served the Union prisoners, who were dying of disease and malnutrition under the sadistic Captain Wirz,
at Andersonville, Georgia. Even more noteworthy was his work
during Reconstruction, where his leadership in education of the
freed Negroes was considered “the first great social enterprise to
occupy the interests of American Catholics.”
At the First Vatican Council in 1870, Bishop Verot vigorously opposed the definition of papal infallibility, decried the
anti-scientific attitude of many of the Council fathers, and caused
such a stir that he was dubbed “enfant terrible,” Adding still
more to an already illustrious name, Verot successfully worked
for public support of parochial schools in Savannah. Also, in
1871, five years before his death, he discovered the misplaced ecclesiastical records of St. Augustine, dating back to 1594, “wasting” in the Havana cathedral, and restored them to the mission at
St. Augustine.
This engrossing and authentic history by Father Gannon,
presently director of the Mission of Nombre de Dios in St. Augustine, is of first importance to the historian, student, and general reader of every denomination.
B AYNARD K ENDRICK
Leesburg, Florida

Cracker History of Okeechobee: “Custard Apple, Moonvine, Catfish and Moonshine.” By Lawrence E. Will. (St. Petersburg: Great Outdoor Publishing Company, 1964. xii, 308
pp. Bibliography, glossary, illustrations, maps, index. $4.95,
paperback $2.95.)
In 1913, the author (who also wrote Okeechobee Hurricane
and the Hoover Dike), Dr. Thomas E. Will, and three others,
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started the first settlement, Okeelanta, in the “sawgrass Everglades.” He settled in Belle Glade in 1927, where he started
and still operates one of the town’s first business enterprises. Recently he retired, after serving thirty years as the city’s part-time
fire chief, but still maintains his farm at Okeelanta. Paraphrasing Emerson’s: “There is properly no History; only Biography,”
-the author says: “History is made by people-and so you ask,
what kind of people did we have here on the lake?” Whereupon
he proceeds to satisfy our curiosity by presenting a right “peart
passel” of characters who have left their marks on his “stomping
grounds” during (or rather “enduring”) the past fifty years.
“This Glades country now,” he writes, “is mostly one big
farm and cattle ranch and cane field, with towns and cities and
all the discomforts of civilization, such as traffic cops and tax
collectors and other modern inconveniences. But it wasn’t many
years ago when it was about the wildest and most inaccessible
region in the whole United States. Of course, other places have
been wild, but there has never been another Everglades, nor nothing even like it. In days to come, I reckon, story writers will
concoct a lot of lies about how folks lived in the old days around
Lake Okeechobee. So, for no good reason whatsoever, except
that I’m about the last of those old timers who came here when
drainage work was getting started, I’ll try to give you a Cracker’s
eye view of what life was like on this old lake when settlement
here began. That, my boy, was a time when men were men and
women were doggoned scarce.”
It would be a grave error, indeed, to shrug off a work of this
importance because the author has chosen to write it in an informal style which skillfully enhances his characterizations.
Fiction is not his forte, and five pages of acknowledgments and
sources add the necessary authenticity to his eidetic memory.
From Colonel Zachary Taylor’s battle wih the Seminoles in 1837,
through the 1880’s when Hamilton Disston’s dredges connected
the lake with his town of Kissimmee, up through the discovery
in 1961, of the golden treasure of King Calos in Fisheating
Creek by John F. Fales of the Florida Archaelogical Society, all
narrated events bear the marks of research and historical accuracy.
Even the most skeptical and jaded of readers is apt to find
himself “pleasured and proud” to make the acquaintance of Pogey
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Bill, the roughest, toughest sheriff of Okeechobee; Dr. Anna A.
Darrow, “a right neat figure of a woman,” never called nothing by
them Crackers but just “Doc Anner”; and millionaire W. J.
(Fingey) Conners, who built the Conners Highway, but attained
real fame by being the inspiration for the comic strip character
of Jiggs in “Bringing Up Father.” Then just for full measure
the author gives us “Fishhook” Carter (John Edward Carter of
Canal Point), who made the hardware hall of fame by ordering
one carload of fishhooks, Iron Arm brand, made in Limerick,
Ireland, and selling them all by mail.
Says Lawrence Will: “Since that time I’ve asked a many a
hardware salesman what would a carload of fishhooks be, how
many pounds or how many tons? Every salesman has made the
same reply, ‘Gosh, I wouldn’t know, but it must have been one
hell of a lot!’ ”
Well, the author has packed an equal amount of pleasure
and history right here in a single volume.
B AYNARD K ENDRICK
Leesburg, Florida

The Land Lords. By Eugene Rachlis and John E. Marqusee.
(New York: Random House, 1963. x, 302 pp. Illustrations, notes, bibliography. $5.95.)
For most American historians, land speculators were unprincipled scoundrels who became wealthy by cheating the poor, honest, industrious settlers. For the authors of this entertaining
series of short biographical sketches, The Land Lords were “buyers, builders, and visionaries who helped develop America,” and
the reader cannot put down this book without a feeling that the
authors have made their point often and well. Although each of
the chapters from John Jacob Astor to William Zeckendorf is fascinating, the one of greatest interest to Floridians will be “Flagler, Florida, and Fantasy.”
For too long, historians of the American frontier have ignored Florida’s development. When the census of 1890 showed that
the frontier had vanished, and when Frederick Jackson Turner
read his celebrated paper on its passing, most of Florida was still
uninhabited except by mosquitoes and alligators. The major de-
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velopment of Florida occurred after 1900, and its major architect
was Henry Morison Flagler. A Rockefeller partner and a millionaire many times over, Flagler could have retired to Florida and
spent his years in ease and luxury, but his vision of creating there
an American Riviera refused to let him rest, and to him we owe
the initial development of the entire east coast from St. Augustine
south to Key West. Although the story of Flagler is well known,
this brief journalistic account with its anecdotes is both analytical
and sympathetic. The portrayals of Flagler’s successors in the
development of the lower east coast, Addison Mizner in Palm
Beach and Carl Fisher in Miami, are also warm and human,
describing with spirit the extravagance and flamboyance of Florida in the 1920s.
The authors leave their story at the time of the tragic hurricanes and the market crash of the 1920s, with Mizner and
Fisher practically penniless and with Flagler’s Florida East Coast
Railway on the verge of bankruptcy, but there is no doubt in the
reader’s mind that these pioneers deserve the credit for laying the
foundation of the economic growth and stable prosperity of present-day Florida.
Although The Land Lords is far from a scholarly book, it does
make a real contribution to American history in that it treats the
long persecuted speculator sympathetically, and is a real contribution to Florida history in that it describes the development of
the Florida frontier in an interesting and well-written chapter.
B ENJAMIN F. R OGERS
Florida Atlantic University

Florida: Past, Present, Future. By Ernest Harris Jernigan.
(Ocala: Florida Research Press, 1964. viii, 69 pp. Bibliography, index. $2.95, paperback, $1.25.
Few overviews of Florida’s history have been written and this
state whose settlement by Europeans antedates all other American states has been too long neglected by historians. Ernest
Harris Jernigan has not attempted to write a definitive analysis
but has presented a synopsis which may serve in lieu of more
detailed works or as a supplement to the few Florida state histories already written. Jernigan is a Florida promoter and
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does not conceal his bias, but his affection for his home has led
him to supply a most useful tool in understanding a growing
southern state. This short book contains a brief history highlighted by heavy-type marginal annotations to outline the most important phases of his text. Additionally, he adds a selected bibliography which is very useful for those seeking more depth in Florida history.
Mr. Jernigan’s outline format and his journalistic style make
Florida: Past, Present, Future highly readable and his projection
of the state’s future, in which he predicts greater political prominence for Florida, adds an untouched dimension to the Florida
story. Unfortunately this little volume does not approach the
scope of a comprehensive treatment, which the state really lacks,
but it does add a useful auxiliary to the study of Florida history.
The moderately-priced edition is a handy, factual source for
journalists, real estate men, and advertisers, as well as students
and teachers.
M ARTIN M. L A G ODNA
University of Florida

The Three Worlds of Captain John Smith. By Philip L. Barbour.
(Boston: Houghton-Mifflin Company, 1964. xix, 553 pp.
Illustrations, maps, preface, bibliography, index. $7.50.)
In his last, sad days, Captain John Smith could hardly have
imagined the role he was destined to play in American history.
His legend, literally the work off his own hand, has raised him
to folk-hero ranking in the minds of later generations along with
other “‘men of action,” Daniel Boone, Davy Crockett, and Kit
Carson. Continually in controversies throughout his life, he has
remained controversial ever since, but never forgotten or omitted
from the most elementary recounts of America’s beginnings.
Barbour’s life and times of John Smith is the most ambitious attempt, and easily the most entertaining, to get at the
truth of the three worlds in which the doughty captain movedhis youthful adventures on the continent of Europe, his exploits
in the first permanent English establishment in Virginia, and his
activities as a promoter of New England colonization during his
last years in England. The story told here is understandably fam-

Published by STARS, 1964

87

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 43 [1964], No. 4, Art. 1
394

F LORIDA H ISTORICAL Q UARTERLY

iliar in outline because Smith’s own writings form the chief
source which has been paraphrased by previous historians. But
Barbour presents it with gusto and style against a background of
astonishingly detailed research that has taken him not only
through the sources but over most of the routes travelled by Smith
three and a half centuries earlier. If the author began his investigation in the spirit of dispassionate inquiry, he ended by succumbing to his victim’s charm. Even Smith’s contemporaries fell
under his spell, compounded of bluff honesty, lust for adventure,
and fundamental human decency. As one wrote, “So, Thou art
Brasse without, but Golde within.”
One obstacle Mr. Barbour has not surmounted. For his
basic source, too frequently his only one, he has Smith himself,
as revealed in his personal, and therefore ex-parte, account.
Given this source from an age indulgent of overstatement and
flights of rhetoric that excite rather than inform, Barbour faces
the same essential problem as others who have tried to cut
through flourishes of fantasy and get to the core of truth. He
attacks this problem with elaborate research in geography, linguistics, contemporary histories, and travel accounts to determine
the reliability of his main source. The reader moves by Captain
Smith’s side with the immediacy of first hand experience through
the fascinating world of pirates and soldiers in Europe where
Smith killed three Turks in singlehand combat, then on into his
slavery in Constantinople, to his dramatic escape through southern Russia. The author’s method in this, the first of the three
worlds, is the establishment of congruence between Smith’s account on the one hand and the facts of geography, language, and
historical personages on the other. Skeptics may wish clearer
proof that Smith’s testimony is accurate, for he has long been accused of spinning yarns. At best, the author leaves us with the
uneasy assurance that it all could have happened and quite probably did, if Smith was truthful.
In the other two worlds - of colonization in Virginia and
promotion in England - the case for Smith’s integrity comes off
somewhat better. The redoubtable captain shines through as a
hard-headed realist whose sound judgment and devotion to duty
made up for the impulses of misguided companions and sustained, by a narrow squeak, the experiment in colonizing during its
sorest trials. Not everyone of the company in Virginia liked
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Smith or agreed with his decisions. On the contrary, his enemies
did not hesitate to indict him, but they were never able to convict. Finally, in the last two decades of his life, when the adventurer at last wrote the books designed to promote new colonial
enterprises, he won and held the esteem of solid citizens who are
not taken in by visionaries or confidence men. Altogether, John
Smith emerges as a man of action whose word is dependable, not
the vainglorious braggart and liar his traducers would have.
In putting together this biography, Barbour admits that he
employed “hypothetical explanation, without which it would be
empty sequences of fact,” a practice professional purists may
question. Sometimes he goes too far and in a few chapters he
surmises too frequently. But he maintains his readiness to accept refutation when better explanations appear. “Idle daydreaming,” he specifically disclaims. His intimate knowledge of
source materials is manifest in the analysis of the General History, a perceptive critique of Jacobean writing methods, and an
illustration of the hazards of using sixteenth century literature as
a source. Occasional lapses into anachronism are offset by genuinely excellent touches, such as the pages on the departure of
the fleet for Virginia. The commentaries, an infelicitous subscholars. Whatever risks and liberties the author has taken, he
stitute for footnotes, do not enhance the value of this study for
doubtless gets an approving nod from the shade of Captain John
Smith, who was not above taking some himself.
A UBREY C. L AND
University of Maryland

The Glorious Revolution in America: Documents on the Colonial Crisis of 1689. Edited by Michael G. Hall, Lawrence H.
Leder, and Michael G. Kammen. (Chapel Hill: University
of North Carolina Press for the Institute of Early American
History and Culture, Williamsburg, 1964. xvii, 216 pp.
Maps. $2.50.)
This volume, third in the series of Documentury Problems
in Early American History, draws together from a wide range of
sources over 120 documents on the colonial uprisings that occurred in Massachusetts Bay, New York, and Maryland in the wake
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of the Glorious Revolution in England. The primary function
of the series is to bring students into the historian’s workshop,
acquaint him with the raw materials of history, and introduce
him to the tools and methods of the professional historian so that
he might, in the editors’ words, “better appreciate the general
complexity that faces the historian” - and, one might add, any
man who seeks to understand the world of either the past or the
present - “as he analyzes men and events.” A secondary purpose
is to “provide the scholar with valuable compilations of source
materials for his own reference library.” The present volume
fulfills both functions admirably. A careful selection of the most
important documents on each of the uprisings, it is organized
in a way that is well calculated to show the many dimensions of
the events under consideration and to introduce the student to
the infinite variety of questions about the nature of causation,
motivation, and social and political change that are inherent in
every important historical incident.
The editors raise many of these questions in a series of brief
editorial introductions in which they also attempt to assess the
significance of the uprisings in the overall development of the
English colonies in America. They see these events as revolutionary and decisive, the result of a “disruption of society” that
proceeded from a combination of general causes and local conditions and determined for at least a generation the course of political development in the colonies in which they occurred. Equally
important, these events altered the pattern of relationships between the colonies and the mother country by forcing the abandonment of the Dominion concept of colonial unification and the
reestablishment of representative government within a standard
political framework that was subsequently applied to all royal
colonies. In general, this interpretation seems to be justified by
an examination of the documents, although the editors may put
too high a valuation on the importance of these events in shaping
the nature of imperial-colonial relationships over the next seven
decades. Aside from their effects upon the political situation
within the colonies, these uprisings can be viewed, like their
grand model in England, as little more than palace revolutions
that were, at least in Massachusetts Bay and New York, in large
part a reaction against the attempt of James II and his advisors
to enforce a set of ideals that, however viable they may still have
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been in the France of Louis XIV, had been badly shaken in England by the Civil War and were no longer applicable to the conditions of the late seventeenth century in either England or
America. With the notable exception of the grant of New York
to the Duke of York, every colonial charter from the 1632 Calverts grant to the 1681 William Penn grant had required the
consent of freemen in making laws, with the result that by 1684
every colony except New York had some, and in most cases a
long and well-established tradition of, representative government.
The colonial uprisings of 1689 may well have settled the matter
once and for all, but even without them it is difficult to believe
that an arrangement so foreign and so odious to the traditions
and experiences of the colonies as the Dominion could have survived for long.
J ACK P. G REENE
The Johns Hopkins University
The Colonial Wars, 1689-1762. By Howard H. Peckham. (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1964. xvi, 239 pp. Bibliographical essay, index. $5.00.)
Howard H. Peckham has written a brief, perceptive narrative
of the colonial wars, to place beside his earlier brilliant summary
of the military history of the American Revolution. Both studies
have been published as volumes in the Chicago History of American Civilization series.
The four colonial wars (King Williams’s War, Queen Anne’s
War, King George’s War, and the French and Indian War), all
of which had an impact on the history of Florida, differed from
European conflicts “in at least four particulars:” Indians were
used as allies; battles were fought in the wilderness; supplies
were always thin; and the rules of the professional armies were
“largely ignored.” With these differences to the fore, Peckham
tells the story of the colonial campaigns and battles. The major
virtue of this book, however, is that it shows how these differences created problems, the solutions of which introduce the
reader to the background of the American Revolution.
Most notable was the problem of manpower. There were
five possible ways for the English to organize their forces for
battle: British Regulars might be sent out from England (the
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first Independent Company arrived in 1674); the standing regiments might themselves be recruited in the colonies (the Sixtieth
Regiment led by Swiss officers is a good example); a militia might
be raised by the colonies, but paid for out of the British treasury
(as Pitt tried in 1758); a militia might be raised and paid for
by the colonies (something the colonials were always reluctant
to do); and finally a new type of fighting unit might be brought
forth - the Rangers.
The fifth mode was the most important
innovation, for the use of the Rangers, such as those commanded
by Captain Robert Rogers, was destined to change the tactics
of warfare. This military manpower story should have indicated
to the British that in the American Revolution they would have
to rely on Regulars and to Washington that the “summer soldier”
would be unreliable. The Americans themselves felt that the
seasonal militia was the least of military evils, but they still
wanted “a bounty for joining, the privilege of electing company
officers, a short term of duty, a particular objective, and perhaps
a grant of land upon discharge.”
Other problems concerned funds, communications, and intercolonial cooperation. These wars created a demand for paper
money, showed the colonials the need for an agent in London,
and brought them to the congress at Albany. Ultimately the wars
made real that dream of safety-sought since 1689 and obtained in 1762. The freedom from fear of the French and the
Spanish probably had much to do with the coming of the war
in 1776.
Peckham writes here as before in a sprightly style. The Iroquois provided a “spruce curtain” between the French and the
English. William Johnson ingratiated himself with the Mohawks and “amiably” took their daughters as mistresses. Above
all, Peckham writes, these wars have been obscured by the American Revolution “which deadened the echo of earlier drums.”
There are also thumbnail sketches of the leaders. Some were
almost all bad like Jacob Leisler; some almost all good like William Shirley. Others have been drawn in more complex dimensions such as James Wolfe. An index should be either thorough
or omitted. The Carolinas are not mentioned in the index although they appear on thirty-four pages of the text.
G EORGE C. R OGERS , J R .
University of South Carolina
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Intellectual Life in Jefferson’s Virginia, 1790-1830. By Richard
Beale Davis. (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina
Press, 1964. x, 507 pp. Illustrations, foreword, bibliography,
notes, index. $8.75.)
Given the first American Association for State and Local
History award, this book is offered by Mr. Davis largely as “an
assemblage of evidence” about intellectual life in Jefferson’s Virginia, and as a defense of Virginia’s culture against critics who
have urged that creativity in Virginia was expressed only in
politics. The evidence Mr. Davis gives about intellectual life
is of a particular sort: descripitons of social conditions and institutions, brief biographies of key figures, and summaries of
work in the arts, literature, and science. He carefully describes
the external circumstances of intellectual life in Virginia, telling
us much about schools, newspapers, libraries, churches, and agricultural organizations, and provides considerable information
about the contributions of Virginians to literature, science, the
fine arts, and oratory. But the author does not analyze ideasthe heart of intellectual life; his concern is to provide a massive
array of evidence about the range of intellectual activity in Virginia.
The evidence Mr. Davis offers constitutes his defense of the
proposition that Virginia’s culture was broad and not defined
solely by a concern for politics. As impressive as the evidence
is, his defense is not altogether successful It is not successful
because he has been unable to assess the quality of Virginia’s intellectual life within the limits he has imposed upon his work.
Moreover, he has not fully explored the implications of genteel
attitudes toward ideas. A writer in Virginia had to contend
with a pervasive doubt that literature and “professional” life
were compatible, Thus, “George Tucker’s reputation as a serious
professor was actually hurt by the public’s knowledge that he
wrote fiction.” The extent to which such views inhibited intellectuals is not investigated by Davis.
There is one other problem raised in this book that is especially troubling: the old issue of southern “agrarianism.” The author properly stresses Virginia’s rural setting and the concern
felt by its intellectuals about farming. In this connection, his
account of their innovations and experiments in farm practice
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is especially interesting. What he fails to do is to explain the
enormous gulf that existed between the Virginians’ thinking
about their society and the commercial, as well as agrarian, cast
of that society. Virginians, after all, worked the soil, but they
also depended upon the market. They praised the virtues of the
countryside, especially the independence and the simple purity
that life on the soil offered, but they used Negro slaves to do the
hard work. These disparities between their understanding of
themselves and the conditions of their lives deserve investigation.
If the author’s conception of his task has prevented him from
satisfactorily treating such problems, it has carried him through
an impressive array of other questions. He is determined to discover exactly who among the Virginians were writing and working in the arts and sciences. He has identified an extraordinary number of people, and he has passed on an impressive
amount of information about them. His notes, as well as his
text, will long be used by other scholars.
Mr. Davis’ massive accumulation of fact gives his book its
value. He has not given us a portrait of a mind, but he has
provided many useful materials that other scholars will wish to
use. One hopes that other historians with a different conception
of history and of what constitutes intellectual life will use this
book.
R OBERT M IDDLEKAUFF
University of California, Berkeley

Prologue to Conflict: The Crisis and Compromise of 1850. By
Holman Hamilton. (Lexington: University of Kentucky
Press, 1964. viii, 240 pp. Maps, index, bibliographical essay. $5.00.)
Almost fifteen years ago the first fruits of Professor Hamilton’s concern with the political crisis of 1850 appeared as a substantial segment of his two-volume biography of Zachary Taylor. That interest again reflected itself in his “Democratic Senate Leadership and the Compromise of 1850,” published in the
Mississippi Valley Historical Review. At first glance, Prologue
to Conflict appears to complete a sort of triad centering on the
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Compromise, with the Taylor biography concentrating on the
White House, the article on the Senate, and the present volume
on the House of Representatives.
Such a grand design would merit commendation if only for
its conception and scope. And to be sure, in Prologue, as in his
earlier work on the Compromise theme, Hamilton has performed
some substantial service. As example of this contribution, Prologue moved away from the overshadowing figures of Calhoun,
Clay, and Webster, and without artificially ignoring them turned
the spotlight of intensive research onto then-lesser known personages such as Stephen A. Douglas and William Wilson Corcoran. In the process, Hamilton constructed an analysis of congressional party lines and power relationships strikingly reminiscent of recent useful examinations of the complicated party
and power structures in today’s Congress.
Prologue painstakingly describes the deadlock of the congressional democracy arising out of the augmenting impact on
politics of the most controversial issue of mid-nineteenth century America. Hamilton concludes that lubrication for Congress’s grating machinery flowed from the hands of certain lobbyists who were primarily concerned with Texas bonds. The
role of these bonds with respect to the Compromise picture has
been unclear for a long time (the Beards in 1930 noted how
badly clarification was needed), and Hamilton’s description brings
the matter into relatively sharper focus.
My quarrel is with the astigmatic lens through which Hamilton achieved his image of the men and measures of 1850. With
Beard and Woodward, he holds to a conviction that political
parties and politicians move primarily in response to economic
considerations. With the major “revisionists,” Hamilton sees the
Civil War as a needless tragedy and that retrospectively the events
of 1850 must be accounted a failure. By his measure antislavery
men were simply “fanatics” bent on rule or ruin.
Nowhere in Prologue does Professor Hamilton examine alternatives, however, or question the validity of his prejudgments.
Where is proof that the bonds altered men’s votes; or, stated differently, how able is the historian flatly to ascribe motivation?
How do the “fanatics” of 1850 manage to build a sober-sided
second party on all levels of the federal-state labyrinth? Hamilton sees only sadness in the incapacity of the 1850 legislation
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to stabilize politics with respect to the slave institution. But he
does not come to grips with the fact that the sort of imaginative
leadership which he wistfully described on pages 184-88, did
not and probably could not emerge until the 1820 and 1850
“settlements” ruptured.
The real weakness of Prologue is not that Professor Hamilton failed to answer such questions but that he did not ask them.
He has travelled the Compromise ground for a long time and
perhaps he accepts the familiar configurations as the only ones
to see. Whatever the reason for the inadequacies of this volume,
Prologue remains a prologue for fnrther inquiry instead of the
capstone the subject deserves.
H AROLD M. H YMAN
University of Illinois

Jewish Participants in the Civil War. By Harry Simonhoff. (New
York: Arco Publishing Company, 1963. xxiv, 336 pp. Introduction, illustrations, bibliography, index. $5.00).
According to the introduction and bibliography, one would
conclude that this volume was meant to be a serious, scholarly
study, but unfortunately, whatever other virtues the book may
have, it does not add very much to the subject of “American Jews
in the Civil War.” While the author pays tribute to the sound
studies included in the publications of the American Jewish Historical Society and of the American Jewish Archives, and to the
painstaking researches of Dr. Jacob Rader Marcus and Rabbi
Bertram W. Korn, little use of these materials has been made.
The volume is composed of a series of essays or vignettes
dealing with individual Jewish (some, at least, in origin) men
and women who played a significant role on both sides of the
embattled states plus articles on anti-Semitism. No new material
is introduced in either area, and, unfortunately, the essays have
not been carefully edited. Consequently, we find numerous
repetitions, as well as the introduction of extraneous and irrelevant material.
Of interest to Floridians are the articles dealing with the
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Seminole War period and David Levy Yulee, Florida’s first United States senator. Reference is made to Abraham C. Myers of
Charleston, who served in the Seminole War; to David Camden
deLeon of Camden, South Carolina, who, after studying medicine, “was sent to the Florida tropics to treat the sick and wounded soldiers of the Seminole War”; and to Levi Charles Harby
of South Carolina. Although much material is included about
Yulee, a great deal of it is repetitious and some of it is in error,
such as the assertion that he served in the Southern Confederacy.
A brief note also is made pertaining to Raphael Jacob Moses who,
after a disastrous fire in Charleston, South Carolina, shipped
whatever merchandise could be salvaged to Florida and sold it
to advantage in Tallahassee. He was also the secretary of one of
the first railroads to operate in Florida, and, after it failed, became
a lawyer and practiced for a few years in Apalachicola, after
which he moved to Columbus, Georgia. A minuscular note is also
made of Congressman Hilton (representative from Florida in the
Confederate Congress) who is included among those in official
positions who made derogatory remarks about Jews.
There yet remains rich ore, if not large nuggets, in the archives of Florida’s history awaiting the historian.
S IDNEY LEFKOWITZ
Jacksonville, Florida

The Journal of a Milledgeville Girl, 1861-1867. Edited by
James C. Bonner. (Athens: University of Georgia Press,
1964. vii, 131 pp. Index. $3.00.)
This journal was kept very sporadically by Anna Maria
Green, daughter of the superintendent of the Georgia Insane
Asylum. Anna was sixteen when she began this journal, and she
seems to have matured very little during the seven years it was
continued. She describes herself as “tolerable good looking moderately intelligent and altogether mediocre. . . .” Anna is concerned with religion, but just why she believes that she is not
saved, or how sermons helped her, or what she does to aid her
religious growth is never clear. She listens to the legislative debates, but she never reveals what was said.
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She castigates herself for not writing more often in her journal, for spending too much time building air castles, wasting her
time, and living an unproductive life. Love is a matter that concerns her: “Bryan Thomas is handsome and I think a man I could
admire, but still it is unmaidenly to write this and my face burns
. . . the key to my heart is that simple word love.” A military
hospital is opened in Milledgeville, and Anna enjoys the company of the staff officers but volunteers little information about
the patients. She mentions knitting only two pairs of socks for the
the soldiers. When a relative dies in most distressed circumstance, she “would drop a tear to thy memory and sigh for thy
misfortune,” yet she had done nothing to alleviate the misfortune
of which she had known for some weeks.
Only occasionally do important events break through this
preoccupation with trivia and show something of historical value:
the secession of Georgia, Union forces in Milledgeville in 1864,
and the arrival of Federals in 1865 after Lee’s surrender. But
to get such useful items, the reader must plow through pages of
trivia. Luckily the editor omitted “approximately a third of the
original journal, judged . . . too trivial for reproducing.” This
reviewer wonders if more could not have been omitted on the
same criteria.
K E N N E T H C OLEMAN
University of Georgia

T h e N e g r o i n N o r t h C a r o l i n a , 1 8 7 6 - 1 8 9 4 . By Frenise A.
Logan. (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press,
1964. ix, 244 pp. Bibliography, index. $6.00.)
In this well-researched monograph, Professor Logan furnishes a valuable account of Negro life in North Carolina after
Reconstruction. Using a topical chapter arrangement, he shows
how white Democratic political control was insured, first by
making local offices appointive, then by giving decisive powers
to local voting registrars, poll inspectors, and canvassing boards.
Although large numbers of Negroes moved to town where they
found desirable jobs closed to them, most of them remained on
the land where they became victims of the vicious mortgage and

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol43/iss4/1

98

Society: Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 43, Issue 4
B OOK R EVIEWS

405

lien bond system and low, discriminatory wages. Landowners
opposed Negro emigration during the period, and Professor Logan
indicates that much of it could have been prevented had they
given the Negro something more than perpetual misery for which
to strive. Negro education was never discontinued as extremists
demanded, but, soon after Democratic resumption of power, education became much more separate than equal. No Jim Crow
laws were enacted between 1876 and 1894, but despite occasional social mixing at the higher levels of both races, extra-legal
segregation on the basis of white supremacy was in force. And
this social system was based on legislation enacted by North Carolina legislators in the areas of voting, office-holding, education,
and contractual obligations between landlord and tenant.
Despite this bleak picture, Logan sees glimmerings of hope.
There was a small Negro middle class composed of businessmen,
ministers, teachers, lawyers, and doctors who offered intelligent
leadership. There was also hostility between whites of the mountain areas and those of the eastern black-belt regarding legislative
policy affecting the Negro. Furthermore, the author found that
despite racial hostility, segregation, and lynching in North Carolina, there was not the same degree of bitterness and violence
found in other Deep South states.
Professor Logan is to be commended for successfully amassing
his information from an area in which documentary evidence is
extremely elusive. His work is a valuable contribution, not for
any daring new interpretation, but because it is a well-documented account of Negro life in one state during the period in which
the white supremacy system was being perfected by legal, extralegal, and illegal means. I disagree with the author’s prefatory
assertion that segregation and white supremacy in North Carolina
are products of the twentieth-century. Though Jim Crow legislation may date from that period, his work is replete with proof
that white North Carolinians would go to any length to avoid
social equality and that legislation of the late nineteenth-century
prepared the way for legal segregation.
J E R R E L L H. S H O F N E R
Texas Woman’s University
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A Southern Prophecy: The Prosperity of the South Dependent
Upon the Elevation of the Negro. By Lewis H. Blair. Edited
with an introduction by C. Vann Woodward. (Boston:
Little, Brown and Company, 1964. xlvi, 201 pp. Index.
$5.00.)
In 1889, a Richmond, Virginia, businessman named Lewis
Harvie Blair published a remarkable book on race relations in
the South. Using irony and satire and common sense, he attacked racial segregation, discrimination, and injustice of any
kind; demanded full civil rights for Negroes, including all political rights and equal access to all places of amusement and public
accommodations; and boldly challenged the dogmas of white
supremacy and Negro inferiority, as well as the dominant mythology about the southern past. The author could scarcely be dismissed as an outside “agitator” or “Yankee fanatic,” for his southern credentials were impeccable: he was a Confederate veteran
and member of a distinguished Virginia family. Indeed, Blair insisted that his book, the result of long study and extensive observation, was inspired by his intense devotion to the future wellbeing and happiness of his native state and section and by his
mounting disquietude over certain new currents in de relations
between whites and Negroes in the South. Although he stated
his case in terms of the South’s material self-interest and was
unable to free himself completely from de paternalistic tradition,
Blair could not disguise a substantial egalitarianism and a strong
moral indignation over racial injustice.
Blair’s book never attracted much attention and was soon forgotten. It was rediscovered by Professor C. Vann Woodward,
who is responsible for this new edition. Woodward has supplied
editorial notes and a magnificent introduction which places Blair
and his book in the broad historical sweep of race relations in
the New South and modern America. The volume is a revealing
document for the student of race relations. It adds weight to a
significant thesis set forth by Professor Woodward in The Strange
Career of Jim Crow: the southern system of racial proscription
and caste did not emerge in its completed form until the late
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. At the time the Richmond businessman wrote, there still existed a surprising degree
of legal, political, and practical equality in the relations between
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the two races, particularly in the upper South, southern ideas
and institutions were still fluid, and alternatives were still open.
Ironically, Lewis H. Blair himself became a victim of the very
system he warned against, for in an unpublished work written
years later he demonstrated the inexorable operation of southern
racism and white conformity by attacking the arguments he had
once advanced in a freer time and place.
There is a peculiar timeliness in the reappearance of Blair’s
book, three quarters of a century after its original publication,
at a moment in the American experience when the Virginian’s
subject has become an absorbing national issue. Those who
would probe the past in search of perspective will find A Southern Prophecy instructive. Prophetic in many places, it is a refreshingly realistic and understanding appraisal by a man who
was tough-minded but compassionate. The new edition is appropriately dedicated to the man currently residing at 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, Washington, D. C., “in Hope of the Fulfillment of A Southern Prophecy.”
D EWEY W. G RANTHAM , J R .
Vanderbilt University
The Social and Political Ideas of the Muckrakers. By David
Mark Chalmers. (New York: Citadel Press, 1964. 127 pp.
Notes. $3.50.)
Professor Chalmers of the University of Florida has challenged the “revisionist” analysis of the muckrakers put forward
by Professor Richard Hofstadter. He has defended Louis Filler’s
earlier judgment of these journalists: “The crux of muckraking
was the realistic analysis of the deeper maladjustments of society.” Chalmers argues that we should not be persuaded that
the muckrakers were “motivated by Jeffersonian longings” or that
they were “shallow moralists who told ‘bad men’ to be ‘good.’ ”
He criticizes the Hofstadter thesis that muckrakers were part of
a middle-class revolution which sought to regain status lost to
the new men of power who controlled that new phenomenon,
the corporation. He finds them motivated by an intellectual concern for the corruption which accompanied the urban-industrial
revolution, 1865-1900. He believes that the realistic acceptance
of this new economy and society has been slighted by many his-
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torians because they have not read exhaustively in the writings
of the muckrakers. He claims greater accuracy for his interpretation because he has read all the articles, books, and available
manuscript materials of thirteen leading muckrakers: Samuel H.
Adams, Ray Stannard Baker, Christopher P. Connolly, Burton J.
Hendrick, Will Irwin, Thomas W. Lamont, Alfred H. Lewis,
David Graham Phillips, Charles E. Russell, Upton Sinclair, Lincoln Steffens, Ida Tarbell, and George K. Turner.
Professor Chalmers has not chosen, however, to criticize the
Hofstadter thesis which relates muckraking to the Protestant
tradition. And to a large extent, the argument which he rejects,
that the muckrakers were “shallow moralists who told ‘bad men’
to be ‘good,’ ” is based on the identification of muckraking with
Protestanism. This is a weakness. Arguing that the muckrakers
were toughminded and realistic, he proves beyond doubt that
they were willing to accept urban-industrial America. But he
does not concern himself with the way in which these writers defined the new America which was acceptable to them. However,
he provides important evidence that the muckrakers were concerned with persuading ‘‘bad men” to become “good.” He points
out that Turner believed big business was essentially constructive; that Connolly, Lewis, Irwin, Hendrick, and Tarbell all
believed that Jeffersonian individualism, operating through the
laws of laissez-faire, could be restored in an America that was
For them, bad businessmen were confused
essentially sound.
men; education would end confusion and restore goodness. He
finds that Baker, Steffens, Phillips, Sinclair, and Russell were
drawn toward socialism because they did not believe in the soundness of our business institutions. But he presents evidence that
these more radical writers found that a new economic system
existed in America which was good, and reform, therefore, meant
education to accept this new reality. And education meant conversion, spiritual conversion, of “bad” confused men into “good”
enlightened ones.
Since Professor Chalmers has presented so much evidence of
the importance of spiritual conversion in the outlook of the
muckrakers, we still need a study of these writers which places
them within the cultural tradition of the nineteenth century.
D AVID W. N OBLE
University of Minnesota
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Federal Conservation Policy: 1921-1933. By Donald C. Swain.
(Berkeley: University of California Press, University of California Publications in History, Vol. 76, 1963. x, 221 pp.
Bibliography, notes, index. $4.00.)
Although the word “Florida” does not appear in the index
of this volume on Federal conservation policy from 1921 to
1933, this publication will prove very interesting to Floridians
with any bent toward the conservation of the resource categories
of this state dealing with water, timber, soil, wildlife, minerals,
and natural beauty.
Organized conservation movements in the United States are
largely products of this century, yet, as early as the seventeenth
century, colonial officials sought to protect important raw materials. Efforts to protect natural resources failed. Encircled
by nature’s abundance, early Americans exploited land, timber,
and wildlife without regard for the future. The idea of conserving resources was foreign to the American tradition. However,
beginning in the 1870s, groups of citizens began working to
save wildlife and some westerners saw the need of conserving
water for irrigation. The concept that natural resources should
be developed purposefully became the basis for modern conservation philosophy.
The first national conservation program was initiated in the
early 1900s, and federal and state agencies cooperated in the
establishment of a few reserves and national parks. In 1891,
President Benjamin Harrison withdrew 13,000,000 acres of timberland from the public domain and created the first forest reserves. By 1905, Gifford Pinchot, the energetic and colorful
leader appointed by Theodore Roosevelt, had renamed the reserved areas national forests. By 1933, the holdings had increased to 223,000,000 acres, Florida was the first of the eastern states in which a national forest was created, the Ocala in
1908. The Osceola National Forest near Macclenny was established in 1931, and Apalachicola National Forest in Liberty
and Wakulla counties in 1936. These three forests have a combined area of 1,100,000 acres. Following the national lead,
Florida has created four state forests: Blackwater River at Milton, Withlacoochee near Brooksville, Pine Log near Panama City,
and Austin Cary outside Gainesville,
Wildlife conservation received its first official national recog-
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nition when Congress created the office of Commissioner of Fish
and Fisheries in 1871, who encouraged wildlife propagation,
regulation, and investigation. Pelican Island on the Indian River
was established by President Roosevelt in 1903, as the first national bird sanctuary in the country. Since then other national
and state sanctuaries have been created in Florida. Many of the
state’s lakes and rivers are restocked with fingerlings from the
national fish hatchery at Welaka, and the legislature created the
Florida Board of Conservation and the State Game and Fresh
Water Fish Commission.
The character of federal reclamation has changed rapidly
from single attacks in numerous areas to a multi-purpose approach in the over-all development of resources. Thus, with the
creation of the Central and Southern Florida Flood Control District in the Kissimmee-Okeechobee-Everglades watersheds, drainage, flood control, fish and wildlife conservation, recreation,
fire control, and natural beauty are all ultimate objects in
this great national-state-local governmental operation. The establishment of Everglades National Park in 1947 was a landmark
in the federal system for the conservation of flora and fauna.
Swain concludes that the years 1921-1933 were productive
in the conservation of natural resources through nation-wide forest fire protection, soil conservation, multi-purpose river basin
development, flood control for the Mississippi and other rivers,
development of an integrated system of inland waterways,
planning for the generation of hydro-electric power, and establishment of numerous migratory bird sanctuaries and 12,500,000 additional acres of national parks and monuments. In 1963,
Floridians followed the national lead by voting a $50,000,000
bond issue for the purpose of acquiring erstwhile public lands
for recreational and other natural resource development in our
rapidly urbanizing state.
J. E. D OVELL
University of Florida
The Uncertain South: Its Changing Patterns of Politics in Foreign Policy. By Charles O. Lerche, Jr. (Chicago: Quadrangle
Books, 1964. 324 pp. Maps, appendix, index. $6.95.)
The time may yet come -indeed it may be close upon uswhen an enterprising scholar will have the temerity to advance
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the thesis that the South, far from being the most monolithic
region of the United States, is actually the most diverse and
pluralistic. Largely because the South has a separate nationalistic
myth of its own, as well as a share in the general American
myth, it is the one section which displays some tendencies to
resist change for the sake of change, to entertain doubts about
the inevitability of progress, and to react to emerging social and
political phenomena with something of the uncertainty and capriciousness of the individual divided against himself rather than
in conditioned response to the expectations of the well-integrated
collectivity. Before such a thesis could find general acceptance,
however, the rest of the country would have to be educated
about the South. And, in the face of the combination of basic
ignorance about the region and widespread resistance to interpretations that might disturb the South’s long-standing position as
a national scapegoat, this seems impossible. What is more, by
the time such knowledge could be disseminated it seems likely
that the South will already be made over in the image of the
country as a whole.
If read with care, Professor’s Lerche’s examination of southern attitudes to foreign affairs can contribute to general knowledge of the region, help erode the monolithic cliche, and contribute to an understanding of the causes and effects both of
change and resistance to change in the South. The central question to which Lerche seeks an answer is why the South, within
a decade, should have shifted from a position which provided
the most solid support for American international-mindedness
to one which produced the greatest regional resistance to American foreign commitments.
In order to attack the problem systematically, Lerche analyzes the congressional votes cast on foreign affairs by the members of the United States House of Representatives from fourteen
southern and border states during the period from 1953 to 1962.
These votes are broken into two broad categories, the first being
the annual votes on authorizations of foreign aid and the second
a selected list of fourteen issues of international import designed
to elucidate the distinctions between what Lerche refers to as unilateralist and multilateralist positions. Using simple tabular devices, Lerche compares and contrasts the votes in the two categories on an overall, as well as on a state by state basis in order
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to establish a pattern of attitudes among the congressmen. Although the range from unilateralist to multilateralist originally extends through six categories, Lerche reduces these to four effective divisions: ideological unilateralists, waverers, pragmatists,
and multilateralists.
The author then seeks to establish the sociological basis on
which these categories rest by analyzing the 126 constituencies
in the fourteen states in terms of socio-economic factors which
provide measures of social change. The principal analytic factors used are growth rate of population, percentage of urbanization, value added by manufacture, and per capita income, although other data, such as proportions of Negroes in the population, are intermittently introduced. Thus, the author is able to
relate change in the specific area of foreign policy attitudes to
social change in general. Briefly summarized, Lerche’s major
conclusion is that unilateralism derives principally from protest,
and has made its appearance mainly in those districts which are
in transition in terms of the general social categories, and which
are, therefore, in a state of ferment and uncertainty both about
the past and the future. By contrast, multilateralism remains
pronounced in those districts which are so static that they allow
the representative virtually a free mandate in the foreign field,
and in those districts which have already substantially made the
transition from the old rural (internationalist) South to the new
urban (internationalist) pattern which corresponds to the general political situation in the country at large.
Lerche’s analysis is accompanied and enriched by a running
commentary on southern mores and patterns of thought. His observations about the original bases of southern internationalism,
his comments on the changing South in general, and his perceptive treatment of the tension between romantic myth and
pessimism in the region provide a basis of understanding that
statistics can reflect but never produce independently.
In fact, like the South, Professor Lerche displays certain
ambivalences. At times he self-consciously attempts to come to
terms with the new social “science” by adopting a pseudo-scientific jargon. But his self-correction, as well as most of his descriptive writing, is amply compensatory. It is refreshing, for example, when he reminds us that, “Politics is more an art than a
science, calls much more insistently and more often for evalua-
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tion than for measurement . . .”; and it is keeping with the essence of the book for him to note that, “If the roots of protest
are ultimately psychic, all the rich variety of which human emotions are capable finds expression in the political life of the contemporary South and too rigid a formula is an invitation to analytical errors of awesome magnitude.”
I suspect that the behavorists will not much appreciate
Lerche’s attempts to respond to them on their terms from the
peculiarly defensive position into which they seem to have maneuvered us all, because his statistical tables are too simple and
“unsophisticated” and he indulges too often in “value judgments.”
It is my judgment (value-impregnated, to be sure) that his statistics carry as much weight as is required of them to demonstrate his case and that his appraisals of the southern ethos are,
with occasional exceptions, based on sound critical observation.
On the whole, I am old-fashioned enough to prefer acuteness of
imagination in identifying problems and accuracy of conclusions to deftness of manipulation.
W ILLIAM C. H AVARD
University of Massachusetts
Cuba, the
Seers.
1964.
index.

Economic and Social Revolution, Edited by Dudley
(Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press,
xx, 432 pp. Tables, bibliographical notes, appendices,
$7.50.)

This is the first serious study of economic and social developments in Cuba since the Revolution. The authors, a group of
English and Chilean economists, place the Revolution in its historical context, assess the changes that have occurred since the
Castro government came to power in 1959, and attempt to
foresee what lies in store for the island nation in the critical
years ahead. Dudley Seers is the general editor of the study as
well as the author of the introductory section on the economic
and social background of the Revolution. Andres Bianchi, Richard Jolly, and Max Nolff contribute the sections on agriculture,
education, and industry into which the remainder of the book
is divided.
The formal research upon which the inquiry is based was
supplemented by investigations in Cuba itself in 1962, includ-
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ing visits to ministries, schools, state farms, and factories. For
this reason, much of the information gathered together in this
book, especially the statistical tables, is simply unavailable elsewhere. At the same time, the authors are quick to point out the
incompleteness and unreliability of their data. The conclusions
are inevitably tentative in many places and should be so judged
by the reader. Because information is incomplete and because
a revolutionary situation precludes a strictly economic analysis,
the margin for personal judgment is considerable. The problems
of social and economic backwardness which the Cuban government is attempting to solve are common, in varying degrees, to
the whole of Latin America. These problems may be grouped
under three main headings: unemployment, poverty, and ignorance. The Alliance for Progress represents one approach to their
solution; the program of the Cuban government is another.
The authors’ purpose is to compare, with justice, the postrevolutionary situation in Cuba with that before 1959. The book
considers the problems inherited by the Castro government and
how they differed from the problems encountered by other twentieth-century revolutions.
Comparisons are made with the problems of economic and social backwardness that are being faced by
other nations of Latin America-as they are by nations in Africa
and Asia as well. Revolutionary land reform and other agricultural policies; new programs for schools and universities, the great
effort in adult education, and the political content of instruction;
organization for rapid industrialization and the shortage of skilled
labor-all come under searching examination in this critical,
factual, and skillfully presented account of the Cuban Revolution, which deserves the serious attention of historians, social
scientists, and the informed public.
F REDERICK E. K IDDER
University of Puerto Rico, Mayaguez
Early American Hurricanes, 1492-1870. By David L. Ludlum.
(Boston: American Meteorological Society, 1963. xii, 198
pp. Foreword, maps, bibliography, chronological and geographical index. $7.00, paperback, $1.50.)
This clear, well-planned, and carefully authenticated book
cannot fail to interest, if not set a-quiver the nerves of everyone
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who has ever lived through a wildly roaring hurricane night, to
stare out in a gray, wet dawning at a world sodden with rain.
It is an excellent thing that the hurricane research work of
the United States Weather Bureau can now be supplemented,
thanks to the American Meteorological Society, with the first
authoritative chronology of our North American and Caribbean
hurricanes. Such a study has long been lacking. It has obviously not been so important as the scientific and intensive study of
these vast tropical cyclones, which has all developed in so short
a space of time. No one better could have been found to unite
it than Dr. David M. Ludlum, editor of the useful magazine
Weatherwise and author of Weatherwatch.
The problem has been two-fold. First, to be sure that the
often very incomplete records of storms show them to have been
true hurricanes, and then, not to become so engrossed in scientific description that the resulting work is difficult or unreadable
for the general public.
The classic scientific books have been Ivan Ray Tannehill’s
Hurricanes (1938), a miracle of scientific condensation, and
the longer and much more up-to-date Atlantic Hurricanes
(1964) by Gordon E. Dunn, head of the National Hurricane
Research Center of Miami, and Banner J. Miller. Tannehill
published the first chronological list of hurricanes since Columbus, based on the first and often inadequate attempt at a list by
Andres Poey. Few books have attempted to study the human
side of hurricanes, except Sidney Perley’s Historic Storms of New
England, or the human plus the historical backgrounds and effects of hurricanes which was the purpose in my own book,
Hurricane in 1958.
The study of hurricanes since the time of William Redfield,
the Connecticut saddler who first described a hurricane as a circular storm, was made possible through written accounts-newspaper and magazine articles, letters, diaries, and ships’ logs. Dr.
Ludlum wisely leaves scientific details to scientific studies. He
has selected delightful quotations from many of these old records. These add color and emotion, which is of course inherent in the really shaking experience of a great hurricane, to the
necessary bare facts of wind velocity, barometer readings, tidal
and wave readings, along with a record, wherever possible, of
hurricane damage.
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Dr. Ludlum begins with a description of the few hurricanes
of Columbus’ time, which Columbus was the first to study. Little
source has been discovered to add to what we knew already about
these earliest days, although a careful study of Mayan and Mexican documents might increase our practically nonexistent knowledge of pre-Columbian hurricanes. As Dr. Ludlum continues
his story, he adds more and more vivid and exciting material
from hitherto little known sources. All this is of the greatest
possible interest to de historian, particularly to those of Florida.
He divides his material according to both time and spaceHatteras North, Hatteras South, and the Gulf coast - in groups
of centuries. One of his vivid touches is to chronicle his hurricanes according to their contemporary names: “The Great Colonial Hurricane 1635,” “Strange News from Virginia; the Dreadful Hurry Cane of 1667, ” “The Spanish Repulse of 1686,” “A
Great Ram and Horrible Wind of 1872,” “The Ordering of
Providence, 1778, ” “Bernard Roman’s Gulf Coast Hurricane of
1772,” and the important and well described, “The Great Hurricane of October, 1780.”
There is a bibliography of Ludlum’s sources to 1870, and a
geographical index by states from 1528, which is one of the most
valuable aids in the book. A more general index would be very
helpful, too.
The excellent first volume is to be continued, we hope, as
hurricanes continue to worry our coasts. No attempt, and probably wisely, could be made to evaluate the effects of human lives
and history of contemporary hurricanes. This will still be an
endless, although endlessly fascinating field for research.
M ARJORY S TONEMAN D OUGLAS
Coconut Grove, Florida

Jose del Valle of Central America. By Louis E. Bumgartner.
Duke University Press, 1963. viii, 302 pp.
(Durham:
Preface, frontispiece, bibliography, index. $8.75.)
The book provides a historical biography of a prominent Central American lawyer-landholder whose politically oriented career
unravelled during the period when the Spanish American independence movement emerged out of the turmoil of Napoleonic
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Europe. Born in 1776, dying in 1834, this educated Creole
aristocrat successfully navigated the historical stream of events
that carried the Central American Isthmus from colonial status,
as the Spanish Kingdom of Guatemala, to independence, as the
United Provinces of Central America. The developments that
slowly lifted the Spanish colony out of the loosening folds of the
late eighteenth century and catapaulted it abruptly into the uncertainty and compulsive action of the early nineteenth century
are well illustrated through the personal experiences of a man
acutely aware of and deeply immersed in the events of the timeevents that appear notably different once they are plucked from
the general sweep of history in the grand manner and reduced
to the concrete, mundane round of petty pursuits and everyday
existence. Valle threads the delicate course of a transition era well
and affords continuity by his unusual ability to emerge as one of
the most prominent figures in the first decade of independence,
despite his close association with and sympathy for the ousted
royal regime. Because of his involvement in the mainstream of
onrushing events, we are presented with significant insight into
the political structure and forces shaping the emerging Central
American states.
The study exhibits very extensive and conscientious research.
It is heavily documented, primarily, although not exclusively,
from manuscripts deposited in the Archivo General of Guatemala
and from Valle’s private papers. As often occurs with studies of
this nature, however, the sources tend to determine the content,
limiting the researcher to those matters of which the subject has
left a record -matters not necessarily dealing with the problems
about which the historian is primarily concerned. Being a political biography, the book tends to provide neither a full portrait
of the man nor a complete analysis of the political complexities.
The inclusion in the text of a multitude of names seems designed
more for identifying sources than for clarifying the narrative, and
additional information found in the footnotes is sometimes quoted
in Spanish and other times translated into English with no apparent reason for the inconsistency. Generally, however, the author is to be commended for a well written work that affords
sound, scholarly treatment of a crucial turning point in Central
American history.
R OBERT A. N AYLOR
University of Pittsburgh
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Bolton and the Spanish Borderlands. Edited by John Francis
Bannon. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1964.
xi, 346 pp. Bibliography, map, index. $5.95.)
This is a work of love by one of Bolton’s best known students.
It is amazing how well Bolton works down into the compass of
one book such as this one. This is not to demean in any way his
importance as a historian which is self-evident; rather it is a
tribute to the homogeneity and the compactness of his historical
skills and interests, as well as to Bannon’s editorship.
The introduction is brief and talks of Bolton the scholar
and teacher. The selections from his works are well done, succintly introduced, and logically integrated into the following sections: an overview of the Spanish Borderlands and the need
to explore them, as this need existed in the early part of the
century; approaches to the Borderlands, illustrating Bolton’s competence in geographical detail and synthesis as part of the historical method; the theory of the defensive character of the Borderlands, a thesis which Bolton made particularly his own; and
selections displaying his work on the Southwest, with emphasis
on the work of the great Spanish missionaries.
Bolton’s famous presidential address to the American Historical Association at its 1932 convention is included in the section entitled “The ‘Other’ Bolton.” While the editor insists that
the “more enduring” Bolton is to be found in the man who ransacked Mexican and European archives, uncovered important
documentary material, respected the detail and color of history,
and then dispensed these generous enthusiasms to his students,
this reviewer believes that the Bolton thesis enunciated in that address was more enthusiastic than useful. Nevertheless, its inclusion here completes the documentation of one of our best American historians. At the end of the book there is a bibliography
of Bolton’s works.
B URR B RUNDAGE
Florida Presbyterian College
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HISTORICAL NEWS
The Annual Meeting
The 1965 annual meeting of the Florida Historical Society
will be held at the Ponce de Leon Hotel in St. Augustine on April
23 and 24. The Board of Directors will meet on the evening of
April 22. The program is being arranged by Albert Manucy,
chairman, Margaret Chapman, Samuel Proctor, and Luis Arana.
Several interesting papers will be read, and the highlight of the
meeting will be a tour of the projects of the State Commission for
the Preservation and Restoration of St. Augustine.
Florida Conference of College Teachers of History
The third annual meeting of the Florida Conference of
College Teachers of History was held at the University of South
Florida on March 5 and 6, 1965. A reception at the University
Center and an executive session opened the conference on Friday
evening. Rembert W. Patrick of the University of Florida was
keynote speaker on Saturday morning, and used the conference
theme, “The History Profession: Past, Present, and Future,” as
the title for his talk. Dr. William Wilbur, Florida Presbyterian
College, was chairman of the morning session, and Burr Brundage of Florida Presbyterian College; Glenn Hall, St. Johns River
Junior College; and Mary Cathryne Park, Brevard Junior College, read papers.
The theme for the afternoon session was “The Meaning of
the Other Social Sciences to History,” and the chairman was
Henry Winthrop, University of South Florida. Speakers included
Kenneth H. Beeson, Jr., St. Johns River Junior College; Merlin
G. Cox, Daytona Beach Junior College; Robert A. Goldstein,
University of South Florida; and William Koelsch, Florida
Presbyterian College. Professor Maurice H. Vance, Florida State
University, past president of the Florida Conference, presided
at the luncheon meeting. The program committee included Robert L. Gold, University of South Florida, chairman, Burr C.
[ 419 ]
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Brundage, Florida Presbyterian College,
Daytona Beach Junior College.
Robert L. Gold was elected president
W. Patrick is vice-president, and Ernest
Florida Junior College, is secretary. The
next spring in Daytona Beach.

and Merlin G. Cox,
for 1965-66. Rembert
H. Jernigan, Central
conference will meet

St. Augustine Quadricentennial
The official quadricentennial year will begin in September,
1965. Many events have already taken place and other activities
are planned for the summer to commemorate four hundred
years of settlement in Florida. These events range from festivals
to religious ceremonies, and many have a Spanish flavor. Since
January there have been antique shows, art exhibits, and Hispanic costume showings. The Fiesta de Menendez, honoring the
birthday of Don Pedro Menendez de Aviles, and the Fiesta of
Four Flags, commemorating the powers which have governed St.
Augustine, were held in February. On March 17, the Newcommon Society’s dinner meeting honored the Quadricentennial
Commission and the St. Augustine Restoration Commission.
Ponce de Leon’s discovery of Florida was noted in April with
special ceremonies.
A highlight of the Quadricentennial is the symphonic drama
“Cross and Sword” which will be staged in an amphitheater constructed on the site of the old Royal Spanish quarries. The author, Paul Green, uses the first two years of the settlement of
St. Augustine as the basis for the drama.
An extensive restoration program has been underway in St.
Augustine for several years. It is carried on principally by the
state through the St. Augustine Restoration and Preservation
Commission whose executive director is Earle W. Newton. The
first phase of the restoration work is in de historic St. George
Street area where the “Calle Real” is resuming the identity of a
Spanish street. Additional work is also being carried on in the
vicinity of the City Gate area southward, Aviles Street, St. Francis Street, and in the Plaza area.
The U. S. Department of Interior, National Park Service, is
also actively involved in the restoration program. An important
segment of this work is the reconstruction of the Cubo Line, a
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Spanish-period log defense which joined the Castillo de San
Marcos and the City Gate and continued on to the San Sebastian
River. Only the section connecting the fort and the City Gate is
being reconstructed. Plans for the development of the City Gate
include, in part, a display of the section of the log wall that tied
the City Gate with the fort, reconstruction of the folding gate
which hung between the stone pillars, and reconstruction of the
firing steps behind the stone parapet. The National Park Service has also installed a new museum exhibit at the Castillo to
commemorate the Quadricentennial.
A number of local and state organizations, including the
Florida Historical Society, have met or are planning to meet in
St. Augustine during the Quadricentennial period.
Mission of Nombre de Dios
The Mission de Nombre de Dios will celebrate the 400th
anniversary of its founding on September 8, 1965. On that date
the Catholic Diocese of St. Augustine will inaugurate a year of
This will include the dedication
Quadricentennial observances.
of a 200-foot illuminated cross to be erected at the mission, a
votive church, and a library and research center. In October
1965, a eucharistic congress will be assembled on the mission
grounds, and, on December 8, 1965, the restored cathedral of
St. Augustine will be dedicated. Father Michael V. Gannon,
director of the mission, announces that a symposium of scholars
of Spanish Florida history will be held in conjunction with the
dedication of the mission library.
Local and Area Societies and Commissions
Historical Association of Southern Florida: The Association
held its eighty-ninth program meeting at the Coral Gables High
School auditorium on Thursday evening, January 14, 1965.
Robert M. Yutley, chief historian for the National Park Service,
Washington, D. C., gave a talk entitled “That the Past Shall
Live” which he illustrated with color slides. Mr. Yutley, who
was introduced by Superintendent Stanley C. Joseph of the Everglades National Park, described the national historical conservation program that is underway and emphasized the role played
by the National Park Service. “Early Miami and Miami Beach”
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was the title of the film and slide illustrated talk given by Ralph
Renick, vice president for news - WTVJ, at the association’s
meeting on March 31, 1965.
The Historical Association’s museum has maintained an extremely active program throughout the winter season. On November 22, 1964, Admiral I. J. Stephens, Seventh District Commander of the U. S. Coast Guard, dedicated the United States
Coast Guard Room at the museum. Highlighting these ceremonies was the showing of the 107 year old, 3,500 pound lens
from Carysfort Reef Light. The Association’s school program has
also been very successful this year. Hundreds of elementary and
high school students from Dade County and the surrounding
area have visited the museum and have listened to the travelling
slide lecture, “Pioneering in South Florida,” which has been
brought into their schools.
Hillsborough County Historical Commission: On Saturday, March
27, the Hillsborough County Historical Commission dedicated
a marker at the site of Fort Alafia, the Indian war stockade constructed in 1849. This is the eighth historical marker erected
by the Commission in the Tampa Bay area. Theodore Lesley,
commission member and chairman of the historical sites committee, arranged the program, assisted by the leaders and scouts
from Troop No. 25 (Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd).
The scouts earned their historic trails award as a result of this
project. Miss Margaret Chapman, executive secretary of the
Florida Historical Society, represented the society at the ceremonies.
Jacksonville Historical Society: Phillip S. May, Jr., has been
elected president of the Jacksonville Historical Society, replacing
Dr. Benjamin F. Rogers, member of the Quarterly’s editorial
board and dean of humanities at Florida Atlantic University.
At the fall meeting of the Society, Herschel E. Shepard, Jr., Jacksonville architect, gave an interesting talk on “Architectural Problems in Restoration, Specifically at Ft. Clinch.” WFGA-TV,
Channel 12, Jacksonville, also invited the members of the Society to a special documentary on Ft. Clinch entitled “And Then
There Were None.” This film dramatized the role played by Ft.
Clinch, Fernandina, and Amelia Island at the time of the Federal invasion in 1862.
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Manatee County Historical Society: Miss Margaret Chapman of
the Florida Historical Society spoke to the Manatee County Historical Society in January. Her topic was “History and Resources
of the Florida Historical Society.” At the meeting of February
18, Mrs. Genevieve Hammer gave the history of the Gamble
Mansion at Ellenton. Mrs. Elizabeth Parvin read a paper on the
early history of the Manatee County school system at the March
25 meeting. J. L. Harrison, Jr., chairman of historical memorials.
has compiled a list of twenty-five sites in the county that need
marking. A marker will be placed shortly at Manatee Spring.
Marion County Historical Commission: Among the many activities of the Marion County Historical Commission is the publication of a twice-yearly Bulletin, edited by Mrs. Roy V. Ott of
Oklawaha. In its latest issue, it reports on the fall (1964) meeting of the Commission, at which time Ernest H. Jernigan, former chairman of the Commission, reviewed his recently published
reference on Florida. At this meeting, Mrs. Ned Folks presented
a short history of Dunnellon and Mrs. W. Elbert DeVore gave
a brief talk. John P. Chazal, Sr., outlined the plan of his extensive genealogical research. J. Ed Blocker of Ocala is chairman
of the Commission.
Martin County Historical Society: John D. Pennekamp, associate editor of the Miami Herald, spoke at the Society’s meeting
on January 9, 1965, held in the Elliott Museum. Speaking informally, Mr. Pennekamp emphasized the need for firm state
action to end beach erosion in Florida and to conserve historical
and recreational places. He urged the Society “to move heaven
and earth” to secure state acquisition of the area south of St.
Lucie Inlet as a seashore park.
The Society continues its variety of busy and interesting
activities. Throughout December 1964, former director Stephen
Schmidt and his wife displayed a series of “retablos,” religious
paintings on tin, from their own collection. In January, interpretative drawings by Jim Hutchinson of “A Fishing Community”
were exhibited at the Elliott Museum. The Evinrude Collection
of paintings were displayed during February. There has been
extensive renovating, painting, and re-decorating of the House
of Refuge Museum. John L. Stoutenburgh is the newly appointed
director of the Martin County Historical Society and its two
museums.
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Pensacola Civil War Round Table: At the January meeting of
the Round Table, Alan J. Rick read excerpts from the diary of
Lieutenant Wesley Rice, Fifteenth Confederate Cavalry, which
refers to military action around Pensacola and Milton. It was announced that a reproduction of the original 1859 Pensacola harbor chart has been completed and copies are available for sale.
W. D. Skinner described the Reconstruction Era in Florida at
the February meeting, and Civil War centennial films were shown
at the March 26 meeting of the Round Table. Plans were also
discussed for a three-day field trip to Vicksburg, Mississippi.
A special meeting of the Round Table is scheduled for May
1965, to hear Dr. T. Harry Williams of Louisiana State University, who will be lecturing at the Pensacola Junior College.
St. Augustine Historical Society: Tom Rahner, general manager
of the St. Augustine Quadricentennial Amphitheater and the
symphonic drama, “Cross and Sword,” spoke at the October 1964
meeting of the St. Augustine Historical Society. Mr. Rahner
exhibited some of the props that had been made for the drama
and read a resume of the play that was written by Paul Green.
The Society held its annual membership meeting on January 12,
1965, and the Reverend Father Michael V. Gannon, director of
the Mission of Nombre de Dios, discussed his recently published
book, Rebel Bishop: The Life and Era of Augustin Verot.
The tend anniversary issue of El Escribano, official publication of the St. Augustine Historical Society, was issued in
January 1965. El Escribano began as a monthly newsletter,
edited by John W. Griffin; it now circulates as a quarterly publication. J. Carver Harris is editor, and Doris Wiles is in charge
of memorabilia.
The St. Augustine Historical Society, the St. Johns Historical
Commission, the Florida Board of Parks and Historical Memorials, and the Florida Military Department cooperated recently in placing a plaque commemorating the historical significance of the state arsenal building in St. Augustine. State Adjutant General Henry W. McMillan and J. Carver Harris, representing the St. Augustine Historical Society, unveiled the plaque,
which was placed on the north wall of the arsenal. The arsenal
is one of several buildings comprising the St. Francis Barracks
which is on the site that was occupied by a Spanish Franciscan
monastery and convent as early as 1588. The church properties
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were converted to a military barracks in 1763, by the English
when it was discovered that the best well water in St. Augustine
was located there. It was utilized by the American government
as a military post from 1832 to 1900, and, since 1907, it has
been used by Florida for a variety of military purposes. Today
it is the headquarters for the State Military Department.
St. Lucie County Historical Society: A major project of the St.
Lucie County Historical Society and the St. Lucie County Historical Commission has been the establishment of a museum
portraying the history of the Jupiter area. In January 1965,
the Fort Pierce Chamber of Commerce Resources Development
Committee secured city commission approval to set up a temporary exhibit in the lobby of the city utility building. Examples
of Spanish treasure that have been recovered off the Florida East
Coast made up the nucleus of this exhibit. It is expected that a
permanent museum will be created. Serving on the cultural
advisory committee sponsoring the exhibit is Walter Hellier,
representing the St. Lucie County Historical Commission, and
Dewey Crawford of the St. Lucie County Historical Society.
Theodore Pratt Collection
Florida Atlantic University announces the acquisition of the
valuable Theodore Pratt Collection which includes original manuscripts, books, research notes, framed jacket paintings, and various literary memorabilia which covers more than forty years of
Mr. Pratt’s life as an important novelist, playwright, and screen
writer. Mr. Pratt, a member of the editorial board of the Florida
Historical Quarterly, has lived in Florida many years and several
of his novels are set in Florida. For the last twelve years he has
lived in Delray Beach. The Pratt Collection will be housed in
a special seminar room at Florida Atlantic to be called the “Theodore Pratt Room.”
Letters and Papers of Jefferson Davis
An important new series for scholars in the field of American
history will be the papers of Jefferson Davis, an estimated fifteen
volumes, to be published ‘by the Louisiana State University Press.
Publication is under the sponsorship of the Jefferson Davis Asso-
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ciation, whose headquarters are in Houston, Texas, and the
editing will be partially supported by the National Historical Publication Commission. Florida has made a contribution to the
publication fund. Dr. Haskell Monroe of Texas A. & M. University is editor of the series, and Rembert W. Patrick, former editor
of the Florida Historical Quarterly is a member of the board of
advisory editors.
In addition to the speeches, official papers, and public and
private correspondence of Davis, the series will contain pertinent
correspondence to Davis, as well as any letters to and from Mrs.
Davis, who often handled correspondence for her husband, sometimes signing his name. Florida libraries and individuals who
have pertinent letters and documents are asked to write to Professor Monroe, Department of History, Texas A. & M. University,
College Station, Texas.
Florida Historical Quarterly
According to a survey made recently by Margaret Chapman,
executive secretary of the Florida Historical Society, the Florida
Historical Quarterly is at an all-time high. It now goes to subscribers (individuals and libraries) in forty-two states, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, and nineteen foreign countries:
Argentina, Brazil, Colombia, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, England, West Germany, Guatemala, Haiti, Hungary, India, Iran,
Japan, Mexico, Peru, Spain, U.S.S.R., Venezuela, and Wales.

FATHER JEROME
The Florida Historical Society and the Dade City Confederate Round Table honored. Father Jerome Wisniewski, OSB, of
St. Leo Abbey, at a surprise birthday party on Friday evening,
March 19, 1965. Father Jerome, who has been recognized for
years as one of the authorities on Spanish Florida colonial history, was celebrating his eightieth birthday. William M. Goza
of Clearwater, vice president of the Society, and Margaret Chapman, presented Father Jerome with a framed certificate making
him a lifetime honorary member of the Society.
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SPECIAL NUMBER
In honor of the St. Augustine Quadricentennial, the
Florida Historical Quarterly will publish a special doublenumber (Volume XLIV, Nos. 1 and 2) early in September 1965. Prominent Florida and American history specialists have written articles for this quadricentennial issue,
and photographs of St. Augustine houses and buildings from
the collections of the Historic American Buildings Survey
will be part of the special picture section.
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WAYNE FLYNT is a graduate student in history at Florida State
University. He is a Woodrow Wilson Fellow and is writing
a biography of United States Senator Duncan U. Fletcher.
R ALPH L. P EEK is instructor of social sciences at de University of Florida.
D ERRELL R OBERTS is professor of history and chairman of the
Division of Social Sciences at Mobile College.
J OHN H AMMOND M OORE is professor of history at Winthrop
College, Rock Hill, South Carolina.
F. B RUCE ROSEN is assistant professor of education at Auburn
University.
RON L. SECKINGER is a graduate student in history at the University of Florida. He is doing his research in Spanish colonial Florida.
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Publication of this Quarterly was begun in April 1908, but
after six numbers it was suspended in July 1909. In July 1924,
publication was resumed and has been continuous since that date.
The Florida Historical Society supplies the Quarterly to its
members. The annual membership fee is five dollars, but special
memberships of ten, twenty-five, fifty, and one hundred dollars
are available. Correspondence relating to membership and subscriptions should be addressed to Margaret Chapman, Executive
Secretary, University of South Florida Library, Tampa, Florida.
Manuscripts, news, and books for review should be directed
to the Quarterly, P. O. Box 14045, Gainesville, Florida. Manuscripts should be accompanied by a stamped self-addressed return
envelope. The Quarterly takes all reasonable precautions for their
safety but cannot guarantee their return if not accompanied by
stamped return envelopes. Manuscripts must be typewritten,
double-spaced, on standard sized white paper, with footnotes
numbered consecutively in the text and assembled at the end.
Particular attention should be given to following the footnote
style of this Quarterly; bibliographies will not be published. The
Florida Historical Society and editor of this Quarterly accept
no responsibility for statements made by contributors.
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